
norton anthology of drama shorter ed
norton anthology of drama shorter ed is a widely respected and essential resource for students,
educators, and enthusiasts of dramatic literature. This edition offers a curated selection of plays and
critical essays that represent the breadth and diversity of drama from ancient times to the
contemporary stage. Known for its scholarly rigor and comprehensive coverage, the Norton
Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition provides readers with critical context, historical background,
and insightful commentary that enhance the understanding of dramatic works. This article explores
the features, contents, and academic significance of the Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition,
highlighting why it remains a key text in drama studies. Additionally, it will cover the anthology’s
editorial approach, included playwrights, and the types of drama it encompasses. The following
sections will guide readers through an in-depth look at this influential collection.

Overview of the Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition

Key Features and Editorial Approach

Notable Playwrights and Works Included

Academic Uses and Benefits

Comparison with Other Drama Anthologies

Overview of the Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter
Edition
The Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition is a condensed version of the comprehensive Norton
Anthology of Drama, designed to provide a focused yet thorough exploration of dramatic literature.
It features a wide-ranging selection of plays, spanning from classical Greek tragedies and comedies
to modern and contemporary works. This anthology emphasizes the historical development and
thematic diversity of drama, making it an invaluable tool for understanding the evolution of
theatrical forms and conventions.

Its shorter format is particularly suitable for undergraduate courses or readers seeking a concise but
authoritative collection. Despite its reduced size, the anthology maintains a high standard of
scholarship and offers detailed introductions for each play, along with biographical notes about the
playwrights. These elements contribute to a richer reading experience and deeper comprehension of
the texts.

Key Features and Editorial Approach
The editorial approach of the Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition is characterized by
scholarly precision and inclusiveness. The editors prioritize historical context, literary significance,
and thematic relevance in their selection process, ensuring the anthology reflects major movements



and voices in drama history.

Comprehensive Introductions and Annotations
Each play included in the anthology is accompanied by a comprehensive introduction that covers the
play’s historical background, thematic concerns, and its place within the playwright’s oeuvre.
Annotations within the text clarify archaic language, cultural references, and stage directions,
enhancing accessibility for readers with varying levels of familiarity with drama.

Diverse Representation of Genres and Periods
The anthology spans multiple genres—including tragedy, comedy, tragicomedy, and experimental
drama—and covers a broad temporal range. This diversity ensures that readers gain a holistic view
of dramatic literature, from the ancient Greek classics of Sophocles and Aristophanes to the
innovative works of twentieth-century playwrights such as Lorraine Hansberry and Arthur Miller.

Inclusion of canonical and lesser-known works

Balance between classical and modern drama

Focus on plays that shaped theatrical traditions

Notable Playwrights and Works Included
The Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition features a carefully selected roster of influential
playwrights whose works have significantly impacted the development of drama. This selection
enables readers to engage with a variety of dramatic styles and themes across different historical
contexts.

Classical and Renaissance Playwrights
Key classical figures such as Sophocles, Euripides, and Aristophanes appear alongside Renaissance
dramatists like William Shakespeare and Christopher Marlowe. The anthology includes seminal
works such as Oedipus Rex, The Bacchae, Romeo and Juliet, and Doctor Faustus, illustrating
foundational dramatic techniques and motifs.

Modern and Contemporary Voices
Modern playwrights such as Henrik Ibsen, Anton Chekhov, and George Bernard Shaw are
represented, alongside contemporary dramatists who address social issues and experimental forms.
Notable works include A Doll’s House, The Cherry Orchard, and A Raisin in the Sun. This blend
demonstrates the anthology’s commitment to covering a broad spectrum of theatrical innovation.

Sophocles – Oedipus Rex

William Shakespeare – Hamlet, Macbeth



Henrik Ibsen – A Doll’s House

Arthur Miller – Death of a Salesman

Lorraine Hansberry – A Raisin in the Sun

Academic Uses and Benefits
The Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition is widely adopted in academic settings for its
scholarly integrity and pedagogical value. It serves as an essential textbook for courses in drama,
literature, theater studies, and related disciplines.

Curricular Integration
Its curated content aligns well with diverse syllabi, supporting thematic and chronological study of
drama. The anthology’s structure allows instructors to tailor lessons around specific periods, genres,
or playwrights, fostering a comprehensive understanding of dramatic literature’s evolution.

Enhancing Critical Analysis
By providing critical essays and contextual materials alongside the plays, the Norton Anthology of
Drama Shorter Edition encourages critical thinking and deeper literary analysis. Students benefit
from exposure to various interpretive perspectives and dramaturgical insights, which enhance their
analytical skills.

Suitable for undergraduate and introductory graduate courses

Supports both performance-based and literary study approaches

Includes glossary and timeline for reference

Comparison with Other Drama Anthologies
When compared with other drama anthologies, the Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition
stands out due to its combination of authoritative scholarship and accessibility. While some
anthologies focus exclusively on either classical or contemporary drama, Norton’s collection
integrates a wide historical scope within a manageable volume.

Scope and Selection
Other anthologies may prioritize a particular region, period, or genre, but the Norton Anthology
offers a balanced representation that serves generalist readers and students alike. Its editorial rigor
ensures the inclusion of both canonical masterpieces and important, less frequently studied works.



Usability and Academic Support
The Norton edition is praised for its user-friendly layout, detailed introductions, and supporting
materials, which distinguish it from more specialized or abridged collections. This makes it an
optimal choice for educational environments that require comprehensive yet concise resources.

More comprehensive than many abridged anthologies

Broader historical and cultural range than specialized collections

Enhanced pedagogical features such as study questions and glossaries

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition?
The Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition is a comprehensive collection of important plays
from various periods and cultures, designed for academic study and featuring critical introductions
and annotations.

How does the Shorter Edition differ from the full Norton
Anthology of Drama?
The Shorter Edition contains a curated selection of key plays and excerpts, making it more concise
and manageable for classroom use, whereas the full edition includes a more extensive range of
works and supplementary materials.

Which playwrights are featured in the Norton Anthology of
Drama Shorter Edition?
The anthology includes works by prominent playwrights such as Sophocles, Shakespeare, Molière,
Chekhov, Ibsen, Shaw, Miller, and contemporary dramatists among others.

Is the Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition suitable for
undergraduate drama courses?
Yes, it is widely used in undergraduate drama and literature courses due to its accessible format,
authoritative texts, and helpful critical commentary.

Does the Norton Anthology of Drama Shorter Edition include
modern and contemporary plays?
Yes, the anthology features a range of modern and contemporary plays alongside classical works,
providing a broad overview of dramatic literature.



Where can I purchase or access the Norton Anthology of
Drama Shorter Edition?
The anthology is available for purchase through major booksellers such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
and can also be found in many university libraries and online academic platforms.

Additional Resources
1. The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Shorter Eighth Edition
This comprehensive anthology offers a wide selection of English literature, including key dramatic
works from different periods. It provides historical context, critical essays, and biographical
information that enrich the understanding of the plays included. Ideal for students and scholars
interested in English drama and literature.

2. The Bedford Introduction to Drama
A thorough introduction to the study of drama, this book covers a variety of plays from classical to
contemporary times. It emphasizes critical reading and analysis, offering tools to understand
dramatic structure, themes, and performance. The collection includes diverse playwrights and
genres.

3. Drama: An Anthology of Plays by Robert Cohen
This anthology presents a curated selection of plays that highlight the evolution of drama across
cultures and epochs. Each play is accompanied by commentary on its historical and cultural
significance. The book is designed to engage readers with varied dramatic styles and voices.

4. The Longman Anthology of Drama and Theater: A Global Perspective
Focusing on international drama, this anthology introduces readers to theatrical traditions from
around the world. It includes both classic and contemporary works, providing insight into global
cultural narratives and performance practices. The book also explores the social and political
contexts of the plays.

5. The Oxford Anthology of English Drama
This collection features a broad range of English dramatic works from the medieval period through
the 20th century. Rich in critical introductions and annotations, it supports a deep exploration of
dramatic form and history. The anthology is a valuable resource for understanding the development
of English drama.

6. Introduction to Theatre Arts: A Shorter Anthology of Plays
Designed for introductory theatre courses, this anthology offers a concise selection of plays that
showcase different theatrical styles and periods. It includes commentary on performance techniques
and dramatic theory, making it useful for both readers and performers. The book encourages
appreciation of drama as both literature and live art.

7. Modern Drama: A Norton Anthology
This volume concentrates on modern and contemporary plays, reflecting the changing landscapes of
theatre in the 20th and 21st centuries. It features influential playwrights and groundbreaking works
that challenge traditional dramatic conventions. The anthology provides critical perspectives on
themes like identity, politics, and society.



8. Classical Drama: A Norton Anthology
Offering a selection of ancient Greek and Roman plays, this anthology introduces foundational works
of Western drama. It highlights the origins of dramatic structure, themes, and theatrical conventions
that continue to influence modern drama. The book includes scholarly essays that contextualize
these classical texts.

9. The Cambridge Companion to Theatre and Drama
While not an anthology of plays, this companion provides comprehensive essays on the history,
theory, and practice of drama and theatre. It complements dramatic anthologies by offering insights
into performance studies, dramaturgy, and theatrical cultures. This resource is valuable for anyone
studying drama in a broader academic context.
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