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norton anthology of american literature table of contents serves as an essential roadmap for students,

educators, and literary enthusiasts exploring the rich and diverse landscape of American literature.

This comprehensive anthology is widely regarded as a cornerstone academic resource, meticulously

curated to represent the evolution of literary traditions from colonial times to the contemporary era.

Understanding the table of contents in the Norton Anthology of American Literature provides valuable

insight into the organization and thematic divisions that highlight the development of American voices,

genres, and cultural contexts. The anthology is structured to guide readers through historical periods,

key literary movements, and influential authors, making it an indispensable tool for in-depth literary

study. This article delves into the detailed table of contents, outlining its major sections and subtopics,

while also emphasizing the anthology’s role in showcasing the breadth of American literary heritage.

By examining the anthology’s layout and thematic focus, readers gain a clearer understanding of how

American literature is presented academically and the significance of its curated selections.

Overview of the Norton Anthology of American Literature

Colonial and Early National Period

Romanticism and Transcendentalism

Realism, Regionalism, and Naturalism

Modernism and the Harlem Renaissance

Postmodernism and Contemporary Literature



Supplementary Materials and Critical Essays

Overview of the Norton Anthology of American Literature

The Norton Anthology of American Literature is a comprehensive collection that spans over four

centuries of literary works, encompassing a wide array of genres, including poetry, fiction, drama,

essays, and speeches. The anthology is designed to provide a broad yet detailed view of American

literary history, reflecting the nation’s cultural, social, and political transformations. Its table of contents

is systematically arranged to facilitate chronological and thematic exploration, allowing readers to trace

the evolution of American literary forms and ideas. The anthology also highlights the voices of diverse

authors, including Native American, African American, women writers, and other historically

underrepresented groups, offering a multifaceted perspective on American identity and expression.

Colonial and Early National Period

This initial section of the Norton anthology covers literature from the early 17th century through the late

18th century, a time frame that includes the colonial period and the formation of the United States. The

table of contents here features foundational texts that reflect the Puritan influence, early exploration

narratives, and revolutionary writings that shaped the nation’s ideological framework.

Puritan Writings and Early Colonial Texts

Included are sermons, diaries, and poetry that capture the religious and social ethos of colonial

America. Authors such as Anne Bradstreet and Edward Taylor represent the Puritan literary tradition,

emphasizing themes of faith, morality, and divine providence.



Revolutionary and Early National Literature

The anthology presents influential documents and essays from figures like Benjamin Franklin, Thomas

Paine, and Phillis Wheatley, whose works articulate the political and philosophical underpinnings of the

American Revolution and early nationhood.

Anne Bradstreet’s poetry

Jonathan Edwards’ sermons

Thomas Paine’s political essays

Phillis Wheatley’s poetry

Romanticism and Transcendentalism

This section captures the vibrant literary movement of the early to mid-19th century, characterized by

an emphasis on emotion, nature, individualism, and the sublime. The Norton anthology’s table of

contents organizes key works that reflect these themes and highlight the intellectual ferment of the

period.

American Romantic Poets

Figures such as Edgar Allan Poe, Emily Dickinson, and Walt Whitman are prominently featured. Their

poetry explores imagination, emotion, and the complexities of identity and experience.



Transcendentalist Essays and Fiction

The anthology includes seminal essays and works by Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David

Thoreau, whose transcendentalist philosophy advocates for self-reliance, nature reverence, and

societal reform.

Walt Whitman’s "Leaves of Grass"

Emily Dickinson’s poetry

Ralph Waldo Emerson’s essays

Henry David Thoreau’s "Walden"

Realism, Regionalism, and Naturalism

Spanning the late 19th to early 20th centuries, this section reflects a shift toward detailed depictions of

everyday life, social environments, and human psychology. The table of contents groups authors

whose works respond to industrialization, urbanization, and cultural diversity.

Realist Literature

Authors such as Mark Twain and Henry James provide narratives grounded in authentic social

conditions and character complexity.



Regionalism and Local Color Writing

Writers like Kate Chopin and Bret Harte focus on specific geographic and cultural settings,

emphasizing dialect and local customs.

Naturalist Works

The anthology presents works by Stephen Crane and Theodore Dreiser that explore the deterministic

forces shaping human fate.

Mark Twain’s "The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn"

Kate Chopin’s "The Awakening"

Stephen Crane’s "The Red Badge of Courage"

Modernism and the Harlem Renaissance

The early to mid-20th century section highlights the experimental and innovative literary responses to

modern life’s complexities. The Norton anthology table of contents includes diverse voices from the

modernist movement and the Harlem Renaissance, underscoring cultural shifts and artistic

breakthroughs.

Modernist Experimentation

Writers like T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, and William Faulkner are featured for their groundbreaking

narrative techniques and themes of fragmentation and alienation.



Harlem Renaissance Literature

This subsection honors African American writers such as Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, and

Claude McKay, whose works celebrate black culture and challenge racial inequalities.

T.S. Eliot’s poetry

William Faulkner’s fiction

Langston Hughes’ poetry and essays

Zora Neale Hurston’s novels

Postmodernism and Contemporary Literature

This final major section chronicles literature from the mid-20th century to the present, reflecting

postmodernist skepticism, cultural pluralism, and global perspectives. The Norton anthology’s table of

contents incorporates a wide range of genres and voices that address contemporary social issues and

narrative experimentation.

Postmodern Narrative Styles

Authors such as Thomas Pynchon, Don DeLillo, and Toni Morrison explore themes of identity, reality,

and power through nonlinear storytelling and metafiction.



Multicultural and Diverse Voices

The anthology emphasizes contributions from Native American, Latino/a, Asian American, and

LGBTQ+ writers, reflecting the expanding American literary canon.

Toni Morrison’s novels

Thomas Pynchon’s fiction

Contemporary Native American poetry

Supplementary Materials and Critical Essays

Beyond the primary literary selections, the Norton Anthology of American Literature includes a variety

of supplementary materials designed to enhance understanding and critical engagement. The table of

contents often features introductory essays, historical context explanations, and critical interpretations

that frame the literary works.

Historical Context and Author Biographies

These sections provide essential background information, helping readers situate texts within their

cultural and historical moments.

Critical and Theoretical Perspectives

The anthology presents scholarly essays that offer diverse analyses and interpretive frameworks,

enriching the study of American literature.



Chronological timelines

Author introductions

Glossaries of literary terms

Critical essays and annotations

Frequently Asked Questions

What is included in the Norton Anthology of American Literature table

of contents?

The Norton Anthology of American Literature table of contents includes a chronological selection of

significant American literary works, spanning from early Native American oral traditions and colonial

writings to contemporary literature, featuring authors such as Anne Bradstreet, Edgar Allan Poe, Emily

Dickinson, Mark Twain, and Toni Morrison.

How is the Norton Anthology of American Literature organized in its

table of contents?

The anthology is organized chronologically and thematically in its table of contents, dividing American

literature into historical periods such as the Colonial and Early National Period, Romantic Period,

Realism and Naturalism, Modernism, and Contemporary Literature, with sections dedicated to major

literary movements and genres.



Does the Norton Anthology of American Literature table of contents

include diverse voices?

Yes, the Norton Anthology of American Literature table of contents intentionally includes diverse

voices, featuring works by Native American, African American, Latinx, and women writers, reflecting

the multicultural and multifaceted nature of American literature.

Can I find poetry, prose, and drama in the Norton Anthology of

American Literature table of contents?

Yes, the table of contents of the Norton Anthology of American Literature includes a wide range of

genres such as poetry, prose (including essays and short stories), and drama, providing a

comprehensive overview of American literary forms.

Where can I access the table of contents for the Norton Anthology of

American Literature?

The table of contents for the Norton Anthology of American Literature can typically be accessed

through the publisher's website (Norton), academic course pages, online bookstores, or by consulting

the physical copy of the anthology itself.

Additional Resources

1. The Norton Anthology of American Literature

This comprehensive anthology features a wide range of American literary works from the colonial

period to the present. It includes poetry, fiction, essays, and drama by canonical authors, providing

critical introductions and contextual materials. The book is widely used in academic settings for the

study of American literature and culture.

2. American Literature: A Very Short Introduction by Paul Lauter



This concise book offers an accessible overview of American literature, exploring major themes,

movements, and authors. Lauter presents a historical perspective while highlighting the diverse voices

that have shaped the literary landscape of the United States. It serves as a great companion for

readers seeking to understand the broad contours of American literary history.

3. The Cambridge Companion to American Literature edited by Sacvan Bercovitch

This collection of essays by leading scholars covers important periods, genres, and themes in

American literature. It provides insightful analysis of cultural and historical contexts that influenced

American writers. The book is ideal for students and general readers aiming to deepen their

understanding of American literary traditions.

4. Understanding American Literature by Christopher N. Phillips

Phillips’s book is designed to help readers interpret and appreciate American literary texts. It covers

key authors and texts while discussing critical approaches and literary devices. This book is particularly

useful for students beginning their study of American literature.

5. American Renaissance: Art and Expression in the Age of Emerson and Whitman by F.O.

Matthiessen

This classic work explores the mid-19th century period often called the American Renaissance,

focusing on figures like Emerson, Thoreau, Hawthorne, Melville, and Whitman. Matthiessen analyzes

how these writers created a distinctly American cultural identity. The book remains a foundational text

for studying this pivotal era.

6. Voices of the American South: Literature and Culture in the Southern States by various authors

This anthology and critical guide examines the rich literary traditions of the American South. It includes

works by writers such as Faulkner, Hurston, and McCarthy, alongside essays on the region’s history

and culture. The book highlights the unique narrative styles and themes rooted in Southern

experiences.

7. Native American Literature: An Anthology edited by Gerald Vizenor

This anthology collects important works by Native American authors, showcasing their diverse cultural



perspectives and storytelling traditions. It includes traditional oral literature as well as contemporary

writings. The book emphasizes the significance of Native voices in the broader scope of American

literature.

8. The Harlem Renaissance: A Literary History by Alain Locke

Locke’s work is a seminal study of the Harlem Renaissance, a flourishing of African American art,

music, and literature in the early 20th century. This book highlights key writers such as Langston

Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, and Claude McKay. It explores how this movement reshaped American

cultural and literary identity.

9. Contemporary American Fiction: A Critical Reader edited by Patrick O’Donnell

This collection features critical essays on major contemporary American novelists and short story

writers. It addresses themes such as multiculturalism, identity, and postmodernism in late 20th and

early 21st-century literature. The book provides valuable insights for readers interested in current

American literary trends.
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