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NIST SP 800 171 DOD Assessment Scoring Template XLS is a crucial tool for organizations that handle
Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI) and are seeking to comply with the requirements set forth by
the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). This template provides a structured way to
assess compliance with the security requirements outlined in NIST SP 800-171, which is essential for
Department of Defense (DoD) contractors. This article will delve into the purpose and significance of the
scoring template, its components, how to use it effectively, and the implications of NIST SP 800-171
compliance.

Understanding NIST SP 800-171

NIST SP 800-171, titled "Protecting Controlled Unclassified Information in Nonfederal Systems and
Organizations," is a set of guidelines established to protect CUI from unauthorized access and disclosure. It is
particularly relevant for defense contractors and other organizations that work with the DoD.

Key Objectives of NIST SP 800-171

1. Protect CUI: The primary goal is to establish security requirements that safeguard CUI in non-federal
systems.
2. Enhance Security Posture: It aims to improve the overall security framework of organizations that
handle sensitive information.
3. Facilitate Compliance: The guidelines are designed to help organizations meet compliance requirements
mandated by federal contracts.

The Importance of the NIST SP 800-171 DOD Assessment Scoring
Template XLS

The NIST SP 800 171 DOD Assessment Scoring Template XLS serves multiple purposes for organizations
aiming to demonstrate compliance with the security requirements.

Benefits of Using the Scoring Template

- Structured Assessment: The template provides a systematic approach to evaluate compliance against the 14



families of security requirements.
- Easy Documentation: It allows organizations to document their compliance status, making it easier to
present to auditors or contracting officers.
- Identifying Gaps: By using the template, organizations can identify areas where they fall short of
compliance and take corrective action.
- Performance Tracking: It enables organizations to track their progress over time, facilitating continuous
improvement in security practices.

Components of the NIST SP 800-171 DOD Assessment Scoring
Template XLS

The scoring template typically consists of several key components, each designed to assist in the assessment
process.

1. Control Families

NIST SP 800-171 outlines 14 families of security requirements, which include:

- Access Control
- Awareness and Training
- Audit and Accountability
- Configuration Management
- Identification and Authentication
- Incident Response
- Maintenance
- Media Protection
- Physical Protection
- Planning
- Personnel Security
- Risk Assessment
- System and Communications Protection
- System and Information Integrity

Each family consists of specific controls that organizations must implement to secure CUI.

2. Assessment Scoring



The template provides a scoring system that generally includes the following categories:

- Implemented: Control is in place and functioning effectively.
- Partially Implemented: Control is in place but not fully effective, or implementation is in progress.
- Not Implemented: Control is not in place at all.

Organizations can assign scores to each control based on their evaluation, facilitating a clear understanding of
their compliance status.

3. Comments and Evidence

The template allows space for comments and evidence to support the assessment. This may include:

- Documentation of policies and procedures.
- Records of training sessions.
- Audit logs or reports.
- Other relevant artifacts that demonstrate compliance.

How to Use the NIST SP 800-171 DOD Assessment Scoring
Template XLS

Using the template effectively involves several key steps, which can lead to a comprehensive assessment of
your organization’s compliance status.

Step 1: Familiarize Yourself with NIST SP 800-171

Before using the template, ensure that you have a solid understanding of the NIST SP 800-171 framework
and its requirements. This foundational knowledge is crucial for accurately assessing compliance.

Step 2: Gather Necessary Documentation

Collect all relevant documentation that supports your assessment. This may include:

- Security policies and procedures.
- Training materials.
- Incident response plans.



- Risk assessment reports.

Step 3: Conduct the Assessment

1. Review Each Control Family: Go through each of the 14 control families and evaluate your organization’s
practices against the specified controls.
2. Assign Scores: Based on your evaluation, assign scores of "Implemented," "Partially Implemented," or "Not
Implemented" to each control.
3. Provide Comments and Evidence: Document any remarks or evidence that support your scoring. This
step is crucial for transparency and accountability.

Step 4: Analyze the Results

Once the assessment is complete, analyze the results to identify:

- Areas of compliance strength.
- Gaps where controls are partially or not implemented.
- Priorities for remediation efforts.

Step 5: Develop an Action Plan

Based on your analysis, create an action plan that outlines:

- Specific steps to address gaps in compliance.
- Timelines for implementing necessary controls.
- Responsible parties for each action item.

Implications of NIST SP 800-171 Compliance

Compliance with NIST SP 800-171 has significant implications for organizations, particularly those in the
defense contracting space.

1. Contractual Obligations

- Many DoD contracts now require adherence to NIST SP 800-171, making compliance a prerequisite for



doing business with the federal government.
- Non-compliance can lead to contract termination or penalties.

2. Enhanced Security Posture

- Implementing the controls outlined in NIST SP 800-171 strengthens an organization’s overall security
posture, reducing the risk of data breaches and cyberattacks.

3. Competitive Advantage

- Organizations that demonstrate compliance may gain a competitive edge over non-compliant firms, as
they can assure clients and partners of their commitment to security.

4. Continuous Improvement

- The use of the assessment scoring template encourages continuous evaluation and improvement of
security practices, fostering a culture of security within the organization.

Conclusion

The NIST SP 800 171 DOD Assessment Scoring Template XLS is an invaluable resource for organizations
handling Controlled Unclassified Information. By providing a structured approach to assess compliance with
NIST SP 800-171 requirements, the template helps organizations identify gaps, document their compliance
status, and plan for improvement. As the landscape of cybersecurity continues to evolve, adhering to these
guidelines not only ensures compliance for federal contracts but also enhances the overall security
framework of the organization, protecting sensitive information from unauthorized access and threats.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is NIST SP 800-171?
NIST SP 800-171 is a set of guidelines developed by the National Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST) to protect controlled unclassified information (CUI) in non-federal systems and organizations.



What is the purpose of the DoD Assessment Scoring Template XLS?
The DoD Assessment Scoring Template XLS is designed to help organizations assess their compliance with
the NIST SP 800-171 requirements and to score their security controls effectively.

How do you use the DoD Assessment Scoring Template?
Users input their current compliance status regarding the NIST SP 800-171 controls into the template,
which then calculates scores based on the responses to assess overall compliance.

What are the key components of the NIST SP 800-171 scoring template?
Key components include control families, individual security requirements, assessment scores, and overall
compliance ratings.

Who is required to use the NIST SP 800-171 DoD Assessment Scoring
Template?
Organizations that handle controlled unclassified information and are subject to Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement (DFARS) requirements are required to use the template for compliance
assessment.

What are the benefits of using the scoring template?
The scoring template streamlines the assessment process, provides clear documentation of compliance
efforts, and helps identify areas needing improvement for better security posture.

Where can I find the DoD Assessment Scoring Template XLS?
The DoD Assessment Scoring Template XLS can typically be found on the official NIST or DoD websites, or
through specific government procurement resources.
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