
new york giants quarterback history
New York Giants quarterback history is a rich tapestry woven with moments of
triumph, struggle, and evolution within the NFL landscape. As one of the oldest and most
storied franchises in American football, the Giants have had a fascinating array of
quarterbacks who have graced the field, each leaving their mark on the team and its
legacy. This article explores the history of Giants quarterbacks, highlighting key players,
memorable games, and the evolution of the position within the franchise.

Early Years: The Formation of a Quarterback
Legacy

The New York Giants were founded in 1925, and their early years set the stage for the
quarterback position's importance in the franchise. The first quarterback to lead the
Giants was Harry Newman, who played from 1929 to 1934. He was a standout player,
earning Pro Bowl honors and helping to establish the Giants as a competitive team in the
league.

Transitioning Through the Decades

As the NFL evolved, so too did the role of the quarterback. The Giants experienced several
transitions in their quarterback selections throughout the decades:

1. 1940s-1950s: This era saw significant figures like Charlie Conerly, who played from
1948 to 1961. Conerly was instrumental in leading the Giants to three NFL Championship
games and is remembered for his innovative play style that helped shape modern
quarterbacking.

2. 1960s-1970s: The Giants struggled during these decades, but players like Earl Morrall
and Fran Tarkenton made notable contributions. Tarkenton, although primarily known for
his time with the Minnesota Vikings, began his career in New York and showcased his
scrambling ability, paving the way for future dual-threat quarterbacks.

The 1980s: A Turning Point

The 1980s marked a pivotal decade for the Giants and their quarterback history. The
franchise drafted Phil Simms in 1979, who would go on to become one of the most
successful quarterbacks in Giants history.



Phil Simms: The Leader of the Giants

Phil Simms played for the Giants from 1979 to 1993 and became synonymous with the
team's success during that era. His leadership and skill culminated in a Super Bowl victory
in 1986 when the Giants defeated the Denver Broncos. Simms was named Super Bowl
MVP, completing 22 of 25 passes for 268 yards and three touchdowns, a performance that
remains one of the most memorable in Giants history.

The 1990s: A New Era

The transition from Simms brought new challenges and opportunities for the Giants. The
team saw a few quarterbacks come and go, but none had the immediate impact that
Simms had enjoyed.

Franchise Changes and New Faces

1. Dave Brown: A former supplemental draft pick, Brown took over as starting quarterback
in the early 1990s but struggled to find consistent success.

2. Danny Kanell: Kanell was another young quarterback who had his chance to lead the
team but ultimately did not establish himself as a long-term solution.

In 1999, the Giants selected Jesse Palmer, who would later become a household name as a
television personality, but his impact on the field was minimal.

The 2000s: The Manning Era Begins

The 2004 NFL Draft marked a significant turning point in Giants history when they
selected Eli Manning as the first overall pick. Manning's arrival signified the dawn of a
new era.

Eli Manning: The Franchise Quarterback

Eli Manning, the son of former NFL quarterback Archie Manning and brother of Super
Bowl MVP Peyton Manning, faced early scrutiny but quickly established himself as the
leader of the Giants. His tenure with the team was marked by:

- Two Super Bowl Championships: Manning led the Giants to Super Bowl victories in 2007
and 2011, both against the New England Patriots. These victories were historic, especially
the 2007 win, which ended the Patriots' pursuit of a perfect season.

- Clutch Performances: Known for his ability to perform under pressure, Manning's late-



game heroics became legendary, including his iconic touchdown pass to David Tyree in
Super Bowl XLII, which is often referred to as the "helmet catch."

- Franchise Records: Manning retired as the Giants' all-time leader in passing yards,
touchdowns, and completions, solidifying his legacy as one of the greatest quarterbacks in
franchise history.

Post-Manning Era: The Search for Stability

After Eli Manning's retirement in 2019, the Giants entered a period of transition,
searching for a new face to lead the franchise.

Daniel Jones: The Next Generation

In the 2019 NFL Draft, the Giants selected Daniel Jones with the sixth overall pick, hoping
he would be the successor to Manning. Jones faced challenges early in his career but
displayed flashes of brilliance:

- Dynamic Skillset: Known for his mobility and arm strength, Jones has shown the ability to
make plays with both his arm and legs, reminiscent of some of the modern dual-threat
quarterbacks.

- Building Momentum: Over the past few seasons, Jones has made strides in his
development, leading the Giants to the playoffs in 2022. His growth has invigorated the
franchise and provided hope for the future.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Giants Quarterbacks

The New York Giants quarterback history is a tale of resilience, talent, and evolution.
From early pioneers like Harry Newman and Charlie Conerly to legends like Phil Simms
and Eli Manning, each quarterback has contributed uniquely to the franchise's identity.

As the Giants look to the future with Daniel Jones at the helm, the legacy of past
quarterbacks will always be a source of inspiration and a reminder of the high standards
set by those who came before. The journey continues, and with it, the hope of adding new
chapters to the Giants' storied quarterback history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the New York



Giants?
The first starting quarterback for the New York Giants was Benny Friedman, who played
for the team from 1929 to 1931.

Which quarterback led the New York Giants to their
first NFL Championship?
Y.A. Tittle led the New York Giants to their first NFL Championship in 1956.

Who holds the record for the most touchdown passes in
a single season for the Giants?
As of October 2023, the record for the most touchdown passes in a single season for the
Giants is held by Eli Manning, with 35 touchdown passes in 2015.

What year did Eli Manning win his first Super Bowl with
the Giants?
Eli Manning won his first Super Bowl with the New York Giants in the 2007 season,
defeating the New England Patriots in Super Bowl XLII.

Who was the starting quarterback for the Giants during
their most recent Super Bowl victory?
The starting quarterback for the New York Giants during their most recent Super Bowl
victory was Eli Manning, who led the team to victory in Super Bowl XLVI in 2011.
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