new treasury of scripture knowledge

New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge is a valuable resource for students, scholars, and
laypersons interested in deepening their understanding of the Bible. This comprehensive reference
work, originally compiled by the late Dr. William A. L. Smith and later updated by Dr. Edward W.
Goodrick and Dr. John R. Kohlenberger III, serves as a rich treasury of cross-references,
annotations, and insights that enhance the study of Scripture. This article explores the origin,
structure, features, and significance of the New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, providing a
comprehensive guide to this essential biblical tool.

Origin and Historical Context

The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge was birthed from the need for a detailed and expansive
cross-reference Bible. Dr. William A. L. Smith originally compiled the Treasury of Scripture
Knowledge in the 19th century, and it became a prominent tool for biblical research. As biblical
scholarship evolved, so did the need for a modernized version that addressed contemporary
scholarship and provided updated references.

In the late 20th century, Dr. Goodrick and Dr. Kohlenberger undertook the task of revising and
expanding upon Smith's original work. Their goal was to adapt the Treasury for a new generation of
readers, incorporating advancements in biblical scholarship and technology. The result was the New
Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, which has become a crucial resource for anyone looking to
explore the Scriptures in depth.

Structure of the New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge

The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge is meticulously organized to facilitate efficient study. Its
structure includes several key components:

1. Comprehensive Cross-References

One of the primary features of the New Treasury is its extensive cross-referencing system. Each
verse in the Bible is accompanied by a list of related verses, allowing readers to see how different
passages interconnect. This feature is particularly useful for:

- Studying themes across the Bible

- Understanding the context of specific verses
- Exploring theological concepts

2. Thematic Annotations



In addition to cross-references, the New Treasury includes thematic annotations that provide
insights into specific topics and issues addressed in Scripture. These annotations help readers grasp
the broader implications of particular verses and how they relate to the overall narrative of the
Bible.

3. Subject Index

The New Treasury features a detailed subject index that enables users to quickly locate passages
related to specific topics. This index is an invaluable tool for sermons, Bible studies, and personal
research.

4. Verse-by-Verse Commentary

The commentary provided in the New Treasury offers concise explanations of key verses, providing
historical, cultural, and theological context. This commentary enriches the reader's understanding
and enhances the overall study experience.

Features of the New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge

The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge stands out due to a variety of features that contribute to
its usability and effectiveness. Some of these features include:

1. User-Friendly Format

The layout of the New Treasury is designed for ease of use. The cross-references are clearly
delineated, and the subject index is readily accessible. This user-friendly format allows readers to
navigate the text efficiently, making it suitable for both casual reading and in-depth study.

2. Integration with Bible Translations

The New Treasury is compatible with various Bible translations, making it a versatile resource for
readers who use different versions of the Bible. This integration ensures that users can access cross-
references and annotations regardless of their preferred translation.

3. Digital Accessibility

With the advent of technology, the New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge is also available in digital
formats. This accessibility allows users to engage with the material on various devices, making it
easier to study on the go. Digital versions often include search functions and hyperlinking that



enhance the study experience.

4. Scholarly Endorsements

The New Treasury has received endorsements from prominent biblical scholars and theologians,
which adds to its credibility as a reference tool. These endorsements highlight the work's reliability
and its contribution to the field of biblical studies.

Importance in Biblical Studies

The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge occupies a significant place in the field of biblical studies
for several reasons:

1. Facilitating Deeper Understanding

By providing a wealth of cross-references and annotations, the New Treasury encourages readers to
explore the Scriptures more deeply. This exploration leads to a more nuanced understanding of the
Bible’s teachings and themes.

2. Supporting Teaching and Preaching

For pastors and teachers, the New Treasury serves as an invaluable tool for sermon preparation and
Bible teaching. The thematic annotations and verse-by-verse commentary aid in crafting messages
that are biblically sound and deeply rooted in Scripture.

3. Encouraging Personal Study

Individuals seeking to grow in their faith can benefit significantly from the New Treasury. The
resource empowers laypersons to engage with the Bible independently, fostering a habit of personal
study and reflection.

4. Connecting Biblical Themes

The New Treasury helps readers connect themes and motifs across the Bible, enhancing the overall
understanding of the text. This thematic approach allows for a holistic view of Scripture, revealing
the unity and coherence of the biblical narrative.



Practical Applications

The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge can be applied in various contexts, including:

1. Personal Devotion

Individuals can use the New Treasury during personal devotion time to deepen their understanding
of specific passages. The cross-references and annotations provide a broader context that enriches
one’s spiritual growth.

2. Bible Study Groups

In a group setting, the New Treasury can serve as a foundational resource for discussion and
exploration of biblical themes. Group members can use the cross-references to facilitate dialogue
and deepen their collective understanding.

3. Academic Research

For students and scholars, the New Treasury is an essential reference tool for academic research. Its
comprehensive cross-referencing and thematic annotations provide a rich resource for writing
papers and conducting studies.

4. Sermon Preparation

Pastors and church leaders can rely on the New Treasury for sermon preparation, using the
annotations and cross-references to support their messages and ensure they are biblically grounded.

Conclusion

The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge is an indispensable resource for anyone seeking to
engage with the Bible on a deeper level. Its comprehensive cross-referencing system, thematic
annotations, and user-friendly format make it a valuable tool for personal study, teaching, and
scholarly research. As biblical scholarship continues to evolve, the New Treasury stands as a
testament to the enduring importance of Scripture and the ongoing pursuit of understanding its
profound truths. Whether you are a seasoned theologian or a newcomer to the faith, the New
Treasury of Scripture Knowledge will enrich your study of the Word and deepen your relationship
with God.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge'?

The 'New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge' is a comprehensive reference work that provides cross-
references, commentary, and insights into biblical texts, enhancing the study and understanding of
the Bible.

Who is the author of the 'New Treasury of Scripture
Knowledge'?

The 'New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge' was edited by Jerome H. Smith and is based on the
original work by Ralph W. Harris.

How does the 'New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge' differ
from regular Bible commentaries?

Unlike standard commentaries that provide verse-by-verse explanations, the 'New Treasury of
Scripture Knowledge' focuses on cross-referencing scripture passages and providing related
insights, allowing readers to explore connections within the Bible.

What types of resources are included in the 'New Treasury of
Scripture Knowledge'?

The resource includes thousands of cross-references, notes on biblical languages, historical context,
and thematic studies that aid in deeper scripture interpretation.

Is the 'New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge' suitable for
beginners in Bible study?

Yes, it is suitable for beginners as it offers a structured way to explore scripture, yet also provides
depth for more advanced students of the Bible.

Can the 'New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge' be used for
sermon preparation?

Absolutely, it is an excellent tool for sermon preparation, helping pastors and speakers find related
passages and insights to enrich their messages.

What is the significance of cross-references in the 'New
Treasury of Scripture Knowledge'?

Cross-references allow readers to see how different scripture passages relate to one another,
providing a broader understanding of biblical themes and teachings.



Is the 'New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge' available in
digital formats?

Yes, the 'New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge' is available in various digital formats, making it
accessible for use on multiple devices.

How can one incorporate the 'New Treasury of Scripture
Knowledge' into personal Bible study?

One can use it alongside a Bible to find related verses, deepen understanding of specific passages,
and explore themes through its extensive cross-referencing.

What audiences would benefit most from the 'New Treasury of
Scripture Knowledge'?

The resource is beneficial for theologians, pastors, Bible study groups, students, and anyone looking
to deepen their understanding of scripture.
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