NEO SOLO 13 1 NEO FUTURIST SOLO PLAYS FROM TOO MUCH
LIGHT MAKES THE BABY GO BLIND 30 pPLAYS IN 60 MINUTES

Neo SoLo 131 Neo FUTURIST SoLo PLAYS FRoM Too MUcH LIGHT MAkes THE Basy Go BLinD: 30 PLAYs IN 60 MINUTES
IS A UNIQUE COLLECTION THAT ENCAPSULATES THE ESSENCE OF THE NEO-FUTURIST THEATRE MOVEMENT. THIS INNOVATIVE
STYLE OF PERFORMANCE ART IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS COMMITMENT TO HONESTY, SPONTANEITY, AND A DIRECT CONNECTION
WITH THE AUDIENCE. THE NEO FUTURISTS, FOUNDED IN CHICAGO BY GREG ALLEN IN 1988, HAVE CONTINUALLY PUSHED THE
BOUNDARIES OF TRADITIONAL THEATRE, AND THE NEO SoLO 13 1 COLLECTION EXEMPLIFIES THIS SPIRIT. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE
WILL EXPLORE THE ORIGINS, THEMES, AND IMPACT OF THE NEO FUTURIST MOVEMENT, AS WELL AS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NEO
SorLo 131 PROJECT.

ORIGINS OF THE NEO-FUTURIST MOVEMENT

THE NEO-FUTURIST MOVEMENT EMERGED IN THE LATE 20TH CENTURY AS A RESPONSE TO THE CONVENTIONAL STRUCTURES OF
THEATRE. THE FOUNDERS SOUGHT TO CREATE A FORM OF THEATRE THAT REFLECTED THE COMPLEXITIES OF MODERN LIFE, MAKING
IT RELEVANT AND ACCESSIBLE TO DIVERSE AUDIENCES.

Key INFLUENCES

SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEO-FUTURIST STYLE:

1. DADAISM AND SURREALISM: THE ABSURDIST ELEMENTS OF DADAISM, ALONG WITH THE DREAMLIKE QUALITIES OF SURREALISM,
HEAVILY INFLUENCED THE STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF NEO-FUTURIST PLAYS.

2. AVANT-GARDE THEATRE: THE WORKS OF AVANT-GARDE PLAYWRIGHTS LIKE ANTONIN ARTAUD AND SAMUEL BECKETT
CHALLENGED NORMS AND INSPIRED THE NEO-FUTURISTS TO CREATE A THEATRE THAT WAS RAW AND UNFILTERED.

3. PoLITicAL AND SoclAL COMMENTARY: THE DESIRE TO ADDRESS CONTEMPORARY ISSUES AND ENGAGE AUDIENCES IN
MEANINGFUL DIALOGUE SHAPED THE THEMATIC FOCUS OF THE NEO-FUTURISTS.

FounDpING oF THE Neo-FUTURISTS

IN 1988, GREG ALLEN ESTABLISHED THE NEO-FUTURISTS IN CHICAGO. THE COMPANY’S FLAGSHIP PRODUCTION, Too MucH
LIGHT Makes THe BABY Go BLIND, PREMIERED THAT YEAR AND QUICKLY GAINED NOTORIETY FOR ITS UNIQUE FORMAT. THE
SHOW CONSISTS OF A SERIES OF SHORT PLAYS, EACH LASTING APPROXIMATELY TWO MINUTES, PERFORMED IN A RAPID-FIRE
SUCCESSION. THE AUDIENCE IS ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE BY CALLING OUT THE NUMBERS OF THE PLAYS THEY WISH TO SEE,
CREATING AN UNPREDICTABLE AND INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCE.

UNDERSTANDING Neo SorLo 131

Neo SoLo 131 1s A COMPILATION OF 30 SOLO PLAYS, DERIVED FROM THE ORIGINAL FORMAT OF T00 MUCH LIGHT MAKES
THE BABY GO BLIND. THIS COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCES, ALLOWING EACH ARTIST TO EXPRESS THEIR
UNIQUE VOICE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE NEO-FUTURIST PHILOSOPHY.



STRUCTURE AND FORMAT

THE FORMAT oF NEO SoLo 131 RETAINS THE SIGNATURE RAPIDITY OF NEO-FUTURIST PERFORMANCES BUT FOCUSES ON SOLO
STORYTELLING. EACH PIECE IS DESIGNED TO BE SHORT, IMPACTFUL, AND REFLECTIVE OF THE ARTIST'S PERSONAL EXPERIENCES
AND SOCIETAL REFLECTIONS.

- DURATION: EACH PERFORMANCE IS EXPECTED TO LAST AROUND 60 MINUTES, WITH EACH PLAY CONTRIBUTING TO A TOTAL OF
30 DISTINCT NARRATIVES.

- THEMES: THE THEMES EXPLORED IN NEO SoLO 13 1 RANGE FROM PERSONAL ANECDOTES TO CULTURAL CRITIQUES, OFTEN
INCORPORATING HUMOR, PATHOS, AND ABSURDITY.

THEMATIC ExXPLORATION IN NEO SoLo 131

THe PLAYS INNEO SoLo 131 COVER A WIDE ARRAY OF THEMES, REFLECTING THE DIVERSE EXPERIENCES OF THE INDIVIDUAL
PERFORMERS.

PersoNAL IDENTITY

MANY PLAYS DELVE INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF PERSONAL IDENTITY, EXPLORING THE INTERSECTION OF RACE, GENDER,
SEXUALITY, AND CLASS.

- SELF-REFLECTION: PERFORMERS OFTEN SHARE INTIMATE STORIES THAT REVEAL THEIR STRUGGLES AND TRIUMPHS, INVITING THE
AUDIENCE INTO THEIR \WORLD.

- CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS: THE DIVERSITY OF THE PERFORMERS ALLOWS FOR A RICH TAPESTRY OF CULTURAL NARRATIVES,
SHOWCASING VARIOUS BACKGROUNDS AND EXPERIENCES.

SocieTAL COMMENTARY

IN ADDITION TO PERSONAL NARRATIVES, NEO SOLO 13 1 ADDRESSES BROADER SOCIETAL ISSUES, MAKING POIGNANT
COMMENTARY ON CONTEMPORARY LIFE.

- PoLITICS: SEVERAL PLAYS TACKLE POLITICAL THEMES, QUESTIONING AUTHORITY AND EXAMINING THE IMPACT OF POLICIES ON
EVERYDAY LIVES.

- SOCIALJUSTICEZ ISSUES SUCH AS INEQUALITY, DISCRIMINATION, AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS ARE PREVALENT, URGING
AUDIENCES TO REFLECT ON THEIR OWN ROLES IN THESE SOCIETAL CHALLENGES.

HuUMOR AND ABSURDITY

A HALLMARK OF THE NEO-FUTURIST STYLE IS THE USE OF HUMOR AND ABSURDITY TO ENGAGE AUDIENCES WHILE
SIMULTANEOUSLY ADDRESSING SERIOUS TOPICS.

- LAUGHTER AS A TooL: MANY PLAYS INCORPORATE COMEDIC ELEMENTS, USING HUMOR TO DISARM AUDIENCES AND INVITE
DEEPER CONTEMPLATION.

- SURREAL SCENARIOS: THE ABSURDITY OF CERTAIN NARRATIVES HIGHLIGHTS THE IRRATIONALITY OF LIFE, ENCOURAGING
VIEWERS TO EMBRACE THE UNPREDICTABLE NATURE OF EXISTENCE.



THe IMPACT oF Neo SoLo 131

NEo SoLo 131 NOT ONLY SHOWCASES THE TALENTS OF INDIVIDUAL PERFORMERS BUT ALSO SERVES AS A REFLECTION OF THE
NEO-FUTURIST MISSION TO DISRUPT TRADITIONAL THEATRE NORMS.

AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT

THE INTERACTIVE NATURE OF THE PERFORMANCE CREATES A STRONG CONNECTION BETWEEN THE PERFORMERS AND THE AUDIENCE.

- CALL-AND-RESPONSE FORMAT: AUDIENCE MEMBERS PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY, CHOOSING WHICH PLAYS TO SEE, THUS
EMPOWERING THEM TO SHAPE THE EXPERIENCE.

- IMMEDIATE FEEDBACK: THIS DYNAMIC ALLOWS PERFORMERS TO GAUGE AUDIENCE REACTIONS IN REAL-TIME, FOSTERING A SENSE
OF COLLABORATION AND SHARED EXPERIENCE.

INFLUENCE ON CONTEMPORARY THEATRE

THe NEO-FUTURIST MOVEMENT, PARTICULARLY THROUGH PRODUCTIONS LIKE NEO SoLO 13 1, HAS INFLUENCED A NEW
GENERATION OF THEATRE ARTISTS.

- INNOVATIVE STORYTELLING: THE EMPHASIS ON BREVITY AND IMPACT HAS INSPIRED PLAYWRIGHTS TO EXPERIMENT WITH FORM
AND CONTENT, PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES OF TRADITIONAL STORYTELLING.

- ENCOURAGEMENT OF PERSONAL NARRATIVES: THE FOCUS ON INDIVIDUAL EXPERIENCES HAS LED TO A RISE IN SOLO
PERFORMANCES ACROSS VARIOUS THEATRE COMPANIES, ENCOURAGING ARTISTS TO SHARE THEIR UNIQUE VOICES.

GLoBAL ReacH

W/HILE ROOTED IN CHICAGO/ THE NEO-FUTURIST MOVEMENT HAS INSPIRED SIMILAR COMPANIES WORLDW IDE.

- INTERNATIONAL ADAPTATIONS: V ARIOUS THEATRE GROUPS HAVE ADAPTED THE NEO-FUTURIST FORMAT, CREATING
LOCALIZED VERSIONS THAT RESONATE WITH THEIR COMMUNITIES.

- CULTURAL EXCHANGE: THE PRINCIPLES OF HONESTY AND SPONTANEITY HAVE FOSTERED A GLOBAL DIALOGUE ABOUT THE ROLE
OF THEATRE IN SOCIETY.

CoNcCLUSION

Neo SoLo 131 Neo FUTURIST SoLo PLAYS FROM Too MuUcH LIGHT MAkes THE Basy Go BLIND: 30 PLAYS IN 60 MINUTES
IS A POWERFUL TESTAMENT TO THE TRANSFORMATIVE NATURE OF THEATRE. THROUGH ITS INNOVATIVE FORMAT AND RICH
THEMATIC CONTENT, THIS COLLECTION CHALLENGES AUDIENCES TO CONFRONT THEIR OWN REALITIES WHILE CELEBRATING THE
DIVERSITY OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE. THE NEO-FUTURIST MOVEMENT, WITH ITS COMMITMENT TO SPONTANEITY AND AUTHENTICITY,
CONTINUES TO INSPIRE BOTH PERFORMERS AND AUDIENCES ALIKE, ENSURING THAT THEATRE REMAINS A VIBRANT AND RELEVANT
ART FORM IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY. AS WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE, THE LESSONS LEARNED FROM NEO SoLo 131 wiLL
UNDOUBTEDLY RESONATE, ENCOURAGING FURTHER EXPLORATION AND EXPERIMENTATION IN THE WORLD OF PERFORMANCE ART.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT 1s ‘“Too MucH LIGHT Makes THE Basy Go BLIND'?

[T IS A LONG-RUNNING PERFORMANCE PIECE BY THE NEO-FUTURISTS THAT FEATURES 30 SHORT PLAYS PERFORMED IN 60
MINUTES, EMPHASIZING SPONTANEITY AND AUDIENCE INTERACTION.

WHAT DoES ‘Neo SoLo 131’ Rerer TO?

7/ 7/ 7/
Neo SoLo 131 1S A COLLECTION OF SOLO PERFORMANCES DRAWN FROM THE ORIGINAL ' T 0o MUCH LIGHT MAKES THE BABY
GO BLIND' FORMAT, SHOWCASING THE INDIVIDUAL TALENTS OF PERFORMERS.

How 1S ‘NEo SoLo 13 1’ DIFFERENT FROM THE ORIGINAL ‘TooO MUCH LIGHT' FORMAT?

‘Neo SoLo 131’ FOCUSES ON SOLO PERFORMANCES RATHER THAN ENSEMBLE PIECES, ALLOWING FOR DEEPER EXPLORATION OF
INDIVIDUAL THEMES AND UNIQUE STORYTELLING.

\WHAT THEMES ARE COMMONLY EXPLORED IN ‘Neo SorLo 131°?

THEMES CAN VARY WIDELY BUT OFTEN INCLUDE PERSONAL IDENTITY, SOCIETAL ISSUES, EXISTENTIAL QUESTIONS, AND THE
HUMAN EXPERIENCE, REFLECTING THE DIVERSITY OF THE PERFORMERS.

How poEes ‘Neo SoLo 13 1’ ENGAGE THE AUDIENCE?

THE PERFORMANCES OFTEN INCLUDE DIRECT AUDIENCE INTERACTION, INVITING SPECTATORS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EXPERIENCE
WHICH IS A HALLMARK OF THE NEO-FUTURIST APPROACH.

’

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE ‘'Too MucH LIGHT MAkES THE Baey Go
BLIND'?

THE TITLE SUGGESTS THE IDEA OF OVERWHELMING EXPOSURE TO TRUTH OR REALITY, WHICH CAN BE BOTH ENLIGHTENING AND
DISORIENTING, MIRRORING THE NATURE OF THE PERFORMANCES THEMSEL VES.

\WHo ARE THE NEO-FUTURISTS?

THE NEo-FUTURISTS ARE A CHICAGO-BASED THEATER COMPANY KNOWN FOR THEIR INNOVATIVE STYLE THAT COMBINES
ELEMENTS OF PERFORMANCE ART, IMPROVISATION, AND SOCIAL COMMENTARY.

CAN YOU GIVE AN EXAMPLE OF A PLAY FROM ‘Neo SorLo 131°?

ONE EXAMPLE COULD BE ‘| AM A BIRD,, A SOLO PIECE THAT EXPLORES THEMES OF FREEDOM AND CONFINEMENT THROUGH THE
METAPHOR OF FLIGHT, UTILIZING PERSONAL NARRATIVE AND IMAGINATIVE STORYTELLING.

Neo Solo 131 Neo Futurist Solo Plays From Too Much Light
Makes The Baby Go Blind 30 Plays In 60 Minutes

Neo Solo 131 Neo Futurist Solo Plays From Too Much Light Makes The Baby Go Blind 30 Plays In 60
Minutes
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