navy sea service deployment ribbon
instruction

navy sea service deployment ribbon instruction serves as a crucial guide for understanding the
eligibility, awarding criteria, and proper wear of the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. This
article comprehensively covers the essential aspects of this military decoration, including its history,
qualification requirements, and how service members should display it on their uniforms. The Navy
Sea Service Deployment Ribbon is awarded to members of the U.S. Navy who complete a qualifying
sea duty deployment, recognizing their dedication and service at sea. Understanding the specific
instructions for this ribbon is vital for both service members and administrative personnel to ensure
accurate recognition and compliance with Navy regulations. This detailed guide will also explore
related awards, the significance of multiple awards, and the procedural steps involved in requesting
or verifying entitlement. The following table of contents outlines the main sections covered in this
article to facilitate easy navigation.
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Overview of the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon

The Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon is a military award established to recognize U.S. Navy
personnel who have completed specific sea duty deployments. Instituted in 1980, this ribbon
highlights the importance of sea service in maintaining naval readiness and operational capability. It
serves not only as a symbol of individual achievement but also as a testament to the collective effort
of Navy personnel deployed aboard ships, submarines, or designated sea duty assignments. The
ribbon’s design incorporates colors and patterns that reflect the maritime environment and Navy
heritage.

Eligibility Criteria and Qualification Requirements

To be eligible for the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, service members must meet defined
deployment and duty requirements. These criteria ensure that the ribbon is awarded only to those
who have completed meaningful sea service in support of naval operations. Understanding these
eligibility standards is essential to correctly administer the award and maintain uniformity across



commands.

Basic Eligibility Requirements

The primary criteria for receiving the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon include:

e Completion of a minimum of 90 consecutive days of deployment aboard a Navy vessel or with
an eligible sea duty command.

e Deployment must be in support of operational missions, including overseas or forward-
deployed assignments.

¢ Service members must be assigned to commands that qualify as sea duty for the purpose of
this award.

e Reserve component members may qualify if they meet the active duty sea service
requirements during mobilization or active duty periods.

Types of Deployments That Qualify

Eligible deployments generally include:

e Serving aboard ships or submarines deployed away from the homeport for operational
missions.

e Assignments with units that deploy with a naval expeditionary force or participate in extended
sea duty.

e Certain overseas assignments designated by the Navy as sea duty.

Not all sea duty counts toward the ribbon; shore-based assignments, training cruises, or short
transits typically do not qualify.

Instructions for Awarding the Ribbon

The process for awarding the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon involves verifying qualifying
service and ensuring proper documentation is provided. Commanding officers and administrative
personnel are responsible for confirming eligibility and submitting award recommendations in
accordance with Navy personnel policies.

Verification and Documentation

To award the ribbon, commands must:



e Review deployment records and personnel service history to confirm the minimum sea duty
duration.

e Ensure the deployment meets operational criteria established by the Naval Military Personnel
Command.

e Document the qualifying period of service in official personnel records.

Award Approval Process

Once eligibility is confirmed, the following steps occur:

1. Commanding officer endorses the award recommendation.
2. Personnel office processes the award through official channels.
3. The award is entered into the service member’s official military record.

4. The service member is notified and authorized to wear the ribbon.

Proper Wear and Display of the Ribbon

Correct placement and display of the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon are governed by the
Navy Uniform Regulations. Adhering to these instructions ensures uniformity and respect for the
significance of the award.

Placement on the Uniform

The ribbon is worn on the left side of the uniform, in the order of precedence established by the
Department of the Navy. It is typically displayed alongside other service and campaign ribbons.

Guidelines for Different Uniforms

Specific uniform types dictate how and where the ribbon is worn:

e Service Dress Uniform: The ribbon is worn centered on the left chest above the pocket.

* Working Uniforms: Ribbons may be worn on designated ribbon racks or patches as
authorized.

e Medals and Decorations: For formal occasions, the ribbon’s corresponding medal (if
applicable) may be worn instead.



Multiple Awards and Devices

Service members who complete multiple qualifying sea deployments may be authorized to wear
additional devices on the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. These devices denote the number of
times the ribbon has been awarded and provide a visual record of sustained sea service.

Recognition of Additional Awards

Subsequent awards of the ribbon are represented by bronze service stars attached to the ribbon. A
silver service star typically indicates five bronze stars, signifying multiple deployments.

Device Placement and Regulations

The devices must be placed on the ribbon in accordance with Navy uniform standards, ensuring
clarity and uniformity. Proper spacing and alignment are essential to maintain the ribbon’s
appearance and significance.

Requesting and Verifying the Ribbon

Service members seeking to confirm or request the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon must
follow established procedures to ensure their records accurately reflect their eligibility. This process
often involves coordination with personnel offices and review of official deployment documentation.

How to Request the Ribbon

e Submit a formal request through the chain of command or personnel administration office.
e Provide supporting documentation, such as deployment orders and service records.

¢ Await verification and approval from the appropriate authority.

Verifying Eligibility

Personnel offices can assist in verifying eligibility by cross-referencing deployment dates, sea duty
assignments, and operational records. Maintaining accurate and up-to-date records is critical for
timely awarding of the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon?

The Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon is a military award presented to members of the U.S.
Navy who complete qualifying sea deployments. It recognizes service on a vessel or with a sea duty
unit for a specified period.

What are the eligibility requirements for the Navy Sea Service
Deployment Ribbon?

To be eligible, a service member must complete 90 consecutive days or two periods of at least 80
days each deployed aboard a Navy or Marine Corps ship or with a deployable unit assigned to a
Navy activity.

How is the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon worn on the
uniform?

The Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon is worn on the left chest, in the order of precedence
prescribed by the Navy's uniform regulations, typically after the Navy and Marine Corps Overseas
Service Ribbon.

Can the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon be awarded
multiple times?

Yes, additional awards of the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon are denoted by bronze service
stars on the ribbon, indicating multiple qualifying deployments.

Where can I find the official instruction for the Navy Sea
Service Deployment Ribbon?

The official instruction and detailed criteria for the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon are
outlined in the Navy Uniform Regulations and the Department of the Navy Awards Manual, typically
available through the Navy Personnel Command website.

Does the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon apply to
reserve personnel?

Yes, Navy Reserve personnel who meet the sea duty and deployment criteria during active duty or
mobilization periods are eligible to receive the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon.

Additional Resources

1. Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon: Official Guidelines and Procedures
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Navy Sea Service Deployment Ribbon,



including eligibility criteria and award procedures. It is an essential resource for service members
and personnel officers responsible for processing ribbon awards. The guide includes detailed
instructions on documentation and verification of deployment periods, ensuring compliance with
Navy regulations.

2. The Complete Guide to Navy Awards and Decorations

Covering a broad range of Navy awards, this guide dedicates significant sections to the Sea Service
Deployment Ribbon. It explains the history, significance, and awarding process of the ribbon.
Additionally, it offers tips on maintaining proper records and understanding updates to award
policies.

3. Understanding Military Ribbons: A Focus on Sea Service Deployment

This book breaks down the various military ribbons with a special emphasis on the Navy’s Sea
Service Deployment Ribbon. It provides insights into the criteria and administrative steps involved in
awarding the ribbon. The text is designed to help both service members and administrative staff
navigate the complexities of military decorations.

4. Navy Personnel Management and Award Instructions

A detailed manual for Navy personnel managers, this book covers all aspects of managing awards,
including the Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. It explains the chain of command's responsibilities in
recommending and approving awards. The book also covers record-keeping practices to ensure
accurate and timely recognition of deployments.

5. Sea Service Deployment Ribbon Handbook for Navy Leaders

Tailored for Navy officers and leaders, this handbook focuses on the deployment ribbon’s role in
recognizing sea service. It includes case studies and examples of award scenarios, helping leaders
make informed decisions. The book also discusses the impact of the ribbon on career progression
and morale.

6. Navy Deployment Awards: Policies and Procedures

This publication outlines the official policies governing deployment awards, with an emphasis on the
Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. It provides step-by-step instructions on how to document
deployments and submit award recommendations. Legal and regulatory considerations are also
addressed to ensure adherence to Navy standards.

7. Sea Service Deployment Ribbon: History, Eligibility, and Awarding Process

Offering a historical perspective, this book traces the origin and evolution of the Sea Service
Deployment Ribbon. It explains eligibility requirements in detail and describes the administrative
process for awarding the ribbon. The book is useful for historians, military enthusiasts, and active
service members alike.

8. Military Awards and Decorations: A Navy Perspective

This comprehensive volume covers a wide array of Navy awards, dedicating a chapter to the Sea
Service Deployment Ribbon. It discusses the ribbon’s significance within the broader context of
Navy traditions. The book also provides guidance on maintaining personal service records related to
awards.

9. Effective Administration of Navy Deployment Ribbons

Focused on the administrative side, this book is a practical guide for Navy clerks and administrators
handling deployment ribbon awards. It details procedures for verifying deployment lengths and
eligibility. The guide includes checklists and forms to streamline the award process and minimize



errors.
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