navy and marine corps awards manual

navy and marine corps awards manual serves as the definitive guide for the proper
administration, eligibility, and presentation of awards within the United States Navy and Marine Corps.
This manual outlines the policies, procedures, and criteria for military decorations, ensuring
consistent recognition of service members’ achievements and valor. It is an essential resource for
commanders, administrative personnel, and service members alike, providing clarity on award
eligibility, recommendation processes, and the hierarchy of decorations. The manual covers a broad
range of awards, from medals and ribbons to commendations and unit citations. Understanding the
nuances of the navy and marine corps awards manual is vital for maintaining the integrity and
uniformity of military honors. This article explores the key components of the manual, including award
categories, eligibility criteria, recommendation procedures, and the importance of proper
documentation.

e QOverview of the Navy and Marine Corps Awards Manual

Categories of Awards and Decorations

Eligibility Criteria for Awards

Nomination and Approval Process

Documentation and Record Keeping

Significance of the Awards Manual in Military Culture

Overview of the Navy and Marine Corps Awards Manual

The navy and marine corps awards manual is an authoritative document that governs the distribution
and management of military awards within these two branches of the U.S. Armed Forces. It
establishes uniform standards and procedures to ensure fairness and consistency in recognizing
military personnel for their contributions and heroism. The manual is regularly updated to reflect
changes in policy, new awards, or modifications to existing awards criteria. It provides detailed
guidance on the types of awards available, the precedence of decorations, and the responsibilities of
commanding officers and administrative personnel in the awards process.

Purpose and Scope

The primary purpose of the navy and marine corps awards manual is to maintain a standardized
approach to recognizing outstanding performance and valor. It applies to all active duty, reserve, and
retired members of the Navy and Marine Corps, ensuring that awards are granted based on merit and
in accordance with established regulations. The manual addresses everything from combat awards to
service medals and unit commendations, thereby covering the full spectrum of military honors.



Regulatory Authority

This manual is issued under the authority of the Secretary of the Navy and is supported by
Department of Defense directives. It serves as a supplement to broader military awards regulations
and is considered the definitive source for all matters related to Navy and Marine Corps awards.
Commanders at all levels are responsible for implementing the manual's guidelines and ensuring that
award recommendations comply with its provisions.

Categories of Awards and Decorations

The navy and marine corps awards manual categorizes military awards into several distinct types,
each serving a specific purpose in recognizing different forms of service and achievement. These
categories include personal decorations, unit awards, service medals, campaign and expeditionary
medals, and ribbons. Understanding these categories is essential for correctly identifying the
appropriate award for a given circumstance.

Personal Decorations

Personal decorations recognize individual acts of heroism, meritorious service, or outstanding
achievement. Examples include the Navy Cross, Silver Star, Bronze Star Medal, and Navy and Marine
Corps Medal. These awards often require thorough justification and must meet stringent eligibility
standards due to their prestigious nature.

Unit Awards

Unit awards are presented to entire military units for collective excellence, heroism, or outstanding
performance. Common unit awards include the Navy Unit Commendation and the Meritorious Unit
Commendation. Recipients of unit awards are authorized to wear the corresponding ribbon or emblem
as part of their uniform.

Service and Campaign Medals

Service medals recognize participation in specific military campaigns or theaters of operation, while
campaign medals denote involvement in certain conflicts or missions. Examples include the National
Defense Service Medal and the Iraqg Campaign Medal. These awards acknowledge a service member's
presence during significant military operations.

Eligibility Criteria for Awards

Eligibility for awards under the navy and marine corps awards manual is carefully defined to ensure
that each decoration is awarded appropriately. Criteria vary depending on the award’s purpose, level
of valor or service recognized, and the circumstances surrounding the individual’s actions or service.



General Eligibility Requirements

Most awards require that the service member demonstrate exemplary conduct, outstanding
achievement, or heroism beyond the normal call of duty. The manual specifies timeframes, duty
assignments, and the nature of actions that qualify for each award. Awards may also depend on
whether actions occurred during combat, peacetime, or specific operations.

Restrictions and Limitations

Some awards have strict limitations, such as restrictions on multiple awards or requirements for prior
awards before eligibility. Additionally, awards cannot be granted posthumously unless specifically
authorized. The manual also outlines disqualifying factors, such as disciplinary actions or failure to
meet conduct standards, which may preclude eligibility.

Nomination and Approval Process

The process for nominating and approving awards within the navy and marine corps awards manual is
designed to uphold the integrity of military honors. It involves multiple levels of review and
documentation to verify the merit of each recommendation.

Submission of Award Recommendations

Award recommendations typically originate from commanding officers or supervisors familiar with the
nominee’s performance. The recommendation must include a narrative citation detailing the
achievements or actions warranting the award. Supporting documentation, such as witness
statements or operational reports, may also be required.

Chain of Command Review

Once submitted, award recommendations are reviewed by successive levels of command. Each
reviewing authority assesses the validity of the nomination, compliance with eligibility criteria, and
the appropriateness of the award level. This multi-tiered review ensures that awards are granted
based on merit and consistency.

Final Approval and Presentation

Final approval authority varies depending on the award’s level of significance. High-level decorations
may require approval from senior commanders or the Secretary of the Navy. After approval, awards
are formally presented during ceremonies to honor recipients publicly and uphold the traditions of
military recognition.



Documentation and Record Keeping

Accurate documentation and record keeping are crucial components of the navy and marine corps
awards manual. Maintaining comprehensive records ensures the legitimacy of awards and supports
service members’ official military histories.

Official Award Records

All awarded decorations must be recorded in the service member’s official military personnel file. This
documentation includes the award citation, approval orders, and any supporting materials. These
records are essential for verifying eligibility for benefits and future promotions.

Maintenance of Award Databases

The Navy and Marine Corps maintain centralized databases tracking awards and decorations. These
systems facilitate efficient management of awards, prevent duplication, and provide accessible
records for personnel and administrative use. Proper record maintenance also aids in historical
research and veteran affairs.

Significance of the Awards Manual in Military Culture

The navy and marine corps awards manual plays a vital role in preserving the traditions and values of
military service. It reinforces the principles of honor, courage, and commitment by formally
recognizing exemplary conduct and sacrifice. Awards serve not only as personal achievements but
also as symbols of unit pride and esprit de corps.

Fostering Morale and Motivation

Recognition through awards boosts morale and motivates service members to excel in their duties.
The manual’s clear guidelines help ensure that commendations are meaningful and deserved, thereby
fostering a culture of excellence and accountability.

Preserving Historical Legacy

Military awards documented through the manual contribute to the historical record of the Navy and
Marine Corps. They commemorate acts of heroism and dedication, connecting current service
members with the proud legacy of those who served before them. This continuity strengthens the
identity and cohesion of the naval services.

e Ensures uniform standards for awarding honors

e Clarifies eligibility to prevent errors or favoritism



e Supports the integrity and prestige of military decorations
 Provides clear instructions for commanders and personnel

e Maintains detailed records for official personnel files

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Navy and Marine Corps Awards
Manual?

The Navy and Marine Corps Awards Manual provides guidance on the proper administration, approval,
and presentation of awards and decorations within the Navy and Marine Corps.

Where can | find the latest version of the Navy and Marine
Corps Awards Manual?

The latest version of the Navy and Marine Corps Awards Manual can be accessed through the official
Navy Personnel Command website or the Department of the Navy's directives online portal.

Who is authorized to approve awards according to the Navy
and Marine Corps Awards Manual?

Award approval authority varies depending on the type of award but generally includes commanding
officers, commanding officers’ representatives, and higher echelon authorities as specified in the
manual.

How does the Navy and Marine Corps Awards Manual define
eligibility criteria for medals?

The manual outlines specific eligibility criteria for each medal, including service requirements, acts of
valor, meritorious service, or participation in designated operations or campaigns.

What is the process for submitting an award recommendation
under the Navy and Marine Corps Awards Manual?

The process involves completing the appropriate award citation forms, obtaining necessary
endorsements, and routing the recommendation through the chain of command for approval.

Can civilians be recognized under the Navy and Marine Corps
Awards Manual?

Yes, certain awards and certificates can be presented to civilians who have provided outstanding



service or support to the Navy and Marine Corps.

Are there guidelines for wearing awards and decorations in
the manual?

Yes, the manual provides detailed instructions on the proper placement, order of precedence, and
wear of awards and decorations on uniforms.

How are unit awards addressed in the Navy and Marine Corps
Awards Manual?

The manual outlines criteria for unit awards, eligibility of unit members, and procedures for
recommending and processing unit awards.

What is the difference between personal and unit awards as
per the manual?

Personal awards recognize individual achievement or service, while unit awards recognize collective
performance or accomplishments of an entire unit.

How often is the Navy and Marine Corps Awards Manual
updated?

The manual is periodically updated to reflect changes in policy, new awards, or procedural
adjustments, typically every few years or as directed by Navy leadership.

Additional Resources

1. Navy and Marine Corps Awards Manual: Comprehensive Guide to Decorations and Medals

This manual serves as an essential resource for understanding the criteria and procedures for
awarding military decorations within the Navy and Marine Corps. It covers the full range of awards,
including personal decorations, unit awards, and service medals. The book is designed to assist
commanding officers, personnel officers, and service members in proper awards processing and
documentation.

2. Decorations and Medals of the United States Navy and Marine Corps

This book provides a detailed history and explanation of the various decorations and medals awarded
to Navy and Marine Corps personnel. It includes insights into the significance of each award and the
historical context behind their establishment. Richly illustrated, it helps readers appreciate the
traditions and honors of naval service.

3. U.S. Navy Awards Manual: Procedures and Protocols

Focused on the procedural aspects, this manual outlines the step-by-step process for recommending,
approving, and presenting awards. It includes sample forms, nomination tips, and guidance on how to
maintain accurate records. It is a practical tool for administrative personnel and leaders responsible
for awards management.



4. The Marine Corps Awards Handbook

This handbook offers a concise overview of Marine Corps awards and decorations, including eligibility
requirements and award order of precedence. It is intended to be a quick-reference guide for Marines
and their leaders. The book also highlights recent updates and changes to awards policy.

5. Military Awards and Decorations of the United States Navy and Marine Corps

This comprehensive volume details the full spectrum of military awards and decorations available to
Navy and Marine Corps members. It discusses the criteria, history, and significance of each award and
includes examples of citations. This book is useful for historians, veterans, and military enthusiasts.

6. Guidelines for Navy and Marine Corps Awards and Decorations

This guideline publication provides clear instructions and best practices for the submission and
approval of awards and decorations. It emphasizes the importance of accuracy, timeliness, and proper
justification in award recommendations. The book is designed to improve the consistency and
integrity of the awards process.

1. The Official Navy and Marine Corps Awards Manual: Policies and Procedures

An authoritative source on the official policies governing awards within the Navy and Marine Corps,
this manual elaborates on regulations, eligibility criteria, and award categories. It includes examples
of award citations and advice on handling awards appeals. This resource is primarily intended for
command leadership and awards coordinators.

8. Understanding Navy and Marine Corps Awards: A Practical Guide

This practical guide breaks down the complex awards system into understandable segments for
service members at all levels. It explains the significance of each award, how to wear them correctly,
and how to prepare award recommendations. The book is an excellent tool for both award recipients
and those involved in the awards process.

9. Marine Corps Awards and Decorations: History and Tradition

Focusing specifically on the Marine Corps, this book explores the rich history and tradition behind
Marine awards and decorations. It includes personal stories of award recipients and the impact of
these honors on morale and esprit de corps. The book serves as both a historical reference and a
tribute to Marine excellence.
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