
navajo code talkers answer key
navajo code talkers answer key refers to the crucial decoding guide used
during World War II by the United States Marine Corps to communicate secret
messages using the Navajo language. This unique code was instrumental in
securing tactical advantages in the Pacific Theater by enabling fast and
unbreakable communication. The Navajo Code Talkers answer key was essentially
a bilingual dictionary and cipher that translated military terms into Navajo
words, often with creative substitutions that concealed their true meanings.
Understanding this answer key provides valuable insight into both the
linguistic ingenuity and the strategic importance of the Navajo Code Talkers.
This article explores the history, structure, and significance of the Navajo
Code Talkers answer key, detailing its development, usage, and legacy. The
following sections will guide readers through the origins of the code, its
linguistic components, the operational methods employed by the code talkers,
and the impact of the answer key on modern cryptography and military
communications.

History of the Navajo Code Talkers

Structure of the Navajo Code Talkers Answer Key

How the Code Talkers Used the Answer Key

Examples of Navajo Code Talkers Code Words

Legacy and Impact of the Navajo Code Talkers Answer Key

History of the Navajo Code Talkers
The Navajo Code Talkers program was initiated during World War II when the
United States faced significant challenges in secure battlefield
communication. Traditional encryption methods were often slow and vulnerable
to enemy interception and decryption. The idea to use the Navajo language as
a code was proposed by Philip Johnston, a World War I veteran who was fluent
in Navajo. The Marine Corps recruited 29 Navajo men in 1942 to develop and
test this innovative communication method.

The Navajo language was an ideal choice due to its complexity, tonal nature,
and lack of a written form, which made it virtually undecipherable to enemy
forces. The code talkers created a specialized answer key that translated
military terms and concepts into Navajo words, forming a code that was both
fast and secure. This program expanded rapidly, with hundreds of Navajo men
serving as code talkers throughout the Pacific campaigns, playing a vital
role in key battles such as Iwo Jima and Guadalcanal.



Structure of the Navajo Code Talkers Answer Key
The Navajo Code Talkers answer key was a sophisticated linguistic cipher that
combined direct translations, phonetic substitutions, and code words to
represent military terminology. Unlike traditional codes that relied on
symbols or numbers, this code used Navajo words to stand for letters,
phrases, and specific military concepts.

Bilingual Alphabet System
The code included an alphabet system where each English letter was
represented by a Navajo word. For example, the letter “A” was represented by
“wol-la-chee” (ant), and “B” was “shush” (bear). This phonetic alphabet
allowed the code talkers to spell out words that had no direct Navajo
equivalent, ensuring complete coverage of military vocabulary.

Code Words for Military Terms
Many military terms had no direct translation in Navajo, so the code talkers
developed inventive substitutions. For instance, “tank” was described as
“turtle,” and “machine gun” was called “buzzard.” These code words were
standardized in the answer key, allowing for consistent and rapid
communication among code talkers.

Phrase and Sentence Construction
The answer key also provided guidelines for constructing phrases and
sentences, combining Navajo words with code substitutions to convey complex
messages efficiently. This structure ensured clarity and minimized the
chances of misinterpretation during combat situations.

How the Code Talkers Used the Answer Key
The Navajo Code Talkers answer key was not just a static dictionary but a
practical tool used in real-time battlefield communication. Code talkers
memorized the key and used it to encode and decode messages swiftly, often
under extreme conditions. Their ability to translate complex commands into
Navajo and back into English was pivotal in maintaining secure lines of
communication.

Encoding Messages
When sending a message, code talkers would first convert the English text
into Navajo words using the answer key. This involved spelling out unfamiliar
terms with the Navajo alphabet and substituting specialized military
vocabulary with designated code words. The resulting Navajo message was
transmitted via radio or telephone to the receiving unit.



Decoding Messages
Upon receiving a message, code talkers immediately translated the Navajo
terms back into English, relying on their memorized knowledge of the answer
key. This rapid decoding process provided commanders with timely intelligence
and orders, often faster than conventional encryption methods.

Training and Memorization
Extensive training was essential for code talkers to internalize the answer
key. They practiced encoding and decoding exercises to ensure fluency and
accuracy. This rigorous preparation allowed them to operate effectively in
the chaos of combat, where mistakes could have dire consequences.

Examples of Navajo Code Talkers Code Words
The Navajo Code Talkers answer key featured a rich vocabulary of code words
that represented various military objects, ranks, and actions. These examples
illustrate the creativity and practicality of the code.

Airplane: "Da-he-tih-hi" (buzzard)

Artillery: "Gááh dah naazbaa’" (big gun)

Enemy: "Naayéé’" (enemy)

Ship: "Kóoshdah" (whale)

Submarine: "Chay-da-gahi" (iron fish)

Attack: "Tó éí iiná" (water is life, used metaphorically for assault)

Soldier: "Naayéé’" (enemy soldier, context-dependent)

These code words were augmented by the Navajo phonetic alphabet, enabling the
spelling of proper nouns and other terms that lacked direct Navajo
equivalents. The result was a flexible and robust communication system that
remained unbroken throughout the war.

Legacy and Impact of the Navajo Code Talkers
Answer Key
The Navajo Code Talkers answer key left an enduring legacy in both military
history and linguistic studies. Its success demonstrated the strategic value
of indigenous languages and the power of cultural knowledge in cryptographic
applications. The code talkers’ contribution significantly shortened the



Pacific War and saved countless lives by preventing enemy interception of
critical communications.

Recognition and Honors
Decades after World War II, the contributions of the Navajo Code Talkers were
officially recognized by the U.S. government. In 2001, the original Navajo
Code Talkers were awarded the Congressional Gold Medal, acknowledging their
critical role and the importance of the answer key they used.

Influence on Modern Cryptography
The principles behind the Navajo Code Talkers answer key—leveraging
linguistic complexity and cultural specificity—have informed modern
approaches to secure communication. While technology has evolved, the
fundamental idea of using unique, difficult-to-decipher codes remains a
cornerstone of military cryptography.

Preservation of Navajo Language and Culture
Beyond its military applications, the Navajo Code Talkers answer key helped
preserve and elevate the Navajo language. It highlighted the language’s
richness and adaptability, fostering pride and awareness within and beyond
the Navajo Nation. Today, educational programs and museums continue to
celebrate this remarkable chapter of history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Navajo Code Talkers?
The Navajo Code Talkers were a group of Native American Marines who used the
Navajo language to create an unbreakable code during World War II.

What was the primary purpose of the Navajo Code
Talkers?
Their primary purpose was to transmit secret military communications using a
code based on the Navajo language, which was indecipherable to enemy forces.

Why was the Navajo language chosen for the code?
The Navajo language was chosen because it was an unwritten and complex
language, known by very few people outside the Navajo tribe, making it ideal
for secure communication.



How did the Navajo Code Talkers develop the code?
They developed the code by assigning Navajo words to represent military
terms, letters, and phrases, creating a dictionary and alphabet code system.

Was the Navajo code ever broken by enemy forces?
No, the Navajo code was never broken by enemy forces during World War II,
making it one of the most successful military codes in history.

What role did the Navajo Code Talkers play in key
battles?
They played crucial roles in battles such as Iwo Jima and Okinawa by
providing fast and secure communication, which helped coordinate military
operations effectively.

When was the Navajo Code Talkers program
declassified?
The program was declassified in 1968, allowing the public to learn about the
contributions of the Navajo Code Talkers.

Are there official answer keys or codebooks from the
Navajo Code Talkers?
Yes, there are codebooks and documented answer keys that outline the Navajo
code used during World War II, preserved in military archives and museums.

How are the Navajo Code Talkers honored today?
They are honored through various memorials, museums, and awards, including
the Congressional Gold Medal awarded to surviving Code Talkers.

Where can I find an answer key or reference for the
Navajo Code Talkers code?
Answer keys and references can be found in historical archives, military
museums, educational websites, and books dedicated to the Navajo Code Talkers
and their code.

Additional Resources
1. Navajo Code Talkers: The Secret Weapon of World War II
This book provides an in-depth look at the Navajo Code Talkers and their
crucial role in World War II. It explains how the Navajo language was used to



create an unbreakable code that helped the U.S. military communicate
securely. The narrative includes personal stories from the code talkers
themselves, highlighting their bravery and ingenuity.

2. The Navajo Code Talkers of World War II: The True Story of Two American
Heroes
Focusing on two prominent Navajo Code Talkers, this book offers a detailed
biography and recounts their experiences during the war. It covers the
development of the code, the challenges faced by the Navajo soldiers, and the
impact their work had on the outcome of several key battles.

3. Secret Soldiers: The Story of the Navajo Code Talkers
This title explores the history and significance of the Navajo Code Talkers
in a way accessible to younger readers and educators. It emphasizes the
cultural importance of the Navajo language and how it became a vital tool in
military communications. The book includes photographs and primary source
excerpts to enrich the reader’s understanding.

4. Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two
A fictionalized account inspired by the real experiences of Navajo Code
Talkers, this novel blends history with storytelling. It follows a young
Navajo man who joins the Marines and becomes part of the secret code team.
The book provides insight into Navajo traditions and the emotional
complexities of war.

5. The Navajo Code Talkers
This concise and informative book offers a straightforward overview of the
Navajo Code Talkers’ contributions to the U.S. war effort. It highlights the
creation of the code, key missions, and the eventual recognition the code
talkers received from the government. The text is supported by illustrations
and timeline features.

6. Wind Talkers: The True Story of the Navajo Marines Who Helped Win World
War II
A detailed historical account that delves into the personal stories and
military achievements of the Navajo Code Talkers. It covers how their code
was developed, the secrecy surrounding their work, and their post-war lives.
The book also discusses the broader context of Native American involvement in
the war.

7. Navajo Weapon: The Navajo Code Talkers
This book focuses on the strategic importance of the Navajo Code Talkers as a
secret weapon in the Pacific Theater. It explains the linguistic ingenuity
behind the code and the tactical advantages it provided. The narrative
includes interviews with surviving code talkers and military historians.

8. Code Talkers: The Navajo Marines of World War Two
An illustrated history that captures the experiences of the Navajo Marines
who developed and used the code. The book features maps, photographs, and
firsthand accounts that bring the story to life. It emphasizes the
combination of cultural heritage and military innovation.



9. Beyond the Code: The Legacy of the Navajo Code Talkers
This book explores the lasting impact of the Navajo Code Talkers on both
military communications and Native American identity. It discusses the
recognition they received decades after the war and how their story continues
to inspire new generations. The text also reflects on the broader
significance of preserving indigenous languages.
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