
national geographic guide to scenic highways and

byways

national geographic guide to scenic highways and byways offers an unparalleled exploration of

America's most breathtaking and culturally significant roadways. This comprehensive resource

highlights the country's diverse landscapes, from rugged coastlines and majestic mountains to historic

towns and vibrant cities. By presenting detailed descriptions, travel tips, and striking insights, this guide

serves as an essential companion for travelers seeking memorable road trip experiences. The national

geographic guide to scenic highways and byways emphasizes routes that combine natural beauty with

historical and cultural richness, providing a deeper understanding of the regions they traverse. Readers

will find suggestions for must-see attractions, ideal travel seasons, and practical advice to enhance

their journeys. This article delves into the unique features of several iconic scenic highways and

byways, illustrating why they continue to captivate adventurers nationwide. The following sections will

cover the best routes to explore, what makes these drives special, and how to plan an unforgettable

trip.

Exploring Iconic Scenic Highways

Understanding the National Scenic Byways Program

Top Scenic Byways Recommended by National Geographic

Travel Tips for Scenic Highway Adventures

Preserving Scenic Byways for Future Generations



Exploring Iconic Scenic Highways

Scenic highways are roadways recognized for their exceptional natural beauty, cultural significance,

and recreational opportunities. The national geographic guide to scenic highways and byways

showcases some of the most remarkable routes across the United States. These highways offer

travelers immersive experiences, combining picturesque vistas with opportunities to explore unique

local history and ecology. The routes typically meander through national parks, coastal regions,

mountain ranges, and historic landmarks, making them ideal for leisurely drives that connect travelers

to America’s diverse heritage.

Features of Iconic Scenic Highways

Iconic scenic highways often share several defining features that contribute to their popularity and

designation. These include panoramic views, access to outdoor activities such as hiking and wildlife

observation, and proximity to cultural or historic sites. The national geographic guide to scenic

highways and byways highlights these elements to help travelers select routes aligned with their

interests and travel goals.

Stunning natural landscapes, including forests, rivers, and coastlines

Historic towns and landmarks with cultural significance

Well-maintained roadways with designated viewpoints and rest areas

Opportunities for recreational activities and local cuisine

Seasonal variations offering unique visual experiences throughout the year



Examples of Famous Scenic Highways

Examples of iconic routes often featured in the national geographic guide to scenic highways and

byways include the Pacific Coast Highway in California, the Blue Ridge Parkway in the Appalachian

Mountains, and the Going-to-the-Sun Road in Glacier National Park. Each of these highways offers

distinctive landscapes and access to treasured natural and cultural sites, making them premier choices

for travelers seeking scenic drives.

Understanding the National Scenic Byways Program

The National Scenic Byways Program, administered by the Federal Highway Administration,

recognizes roads that possess outstanding scenic, historic, cultural, natural, recreational, or

archaeological qualities. The program aims to promote tourism, preserve the intrinsic qualities of these

routes, and support local economies. The national geographic guide to scenic highways and byways

provides detailed information about these designated byways, helping travelers appreciate the

significance behind the routes they explore.

Criteria for Byway Designation

To be designated as a National Scenic Byway or All-American Road, a route must meet specific

criteria related to its intrinsic qualities. These include scenic beauty, historic importance, cultural

relevance, natural features, recreational opportunities, and archaeological significance. The national

geographic guide to scenic highways and byways explains these criteria to deepen the understanding

of why certain roads are celebrated and protected.

Benefits of Scenic Byway Designation

Designation as a scenic byway brings numerous benefits, including increased funding for preservation

and maintenance, promotion of local tourism, and heightened awareness of the region’s natural and

cultural assets. These benefits foster sustainable tourism and encourage responsible travel practices.



The national geographic guide to scenic highways and byways often discusses how travelers can

contribute to the preservation of these treasured routes.

Top Scenic Byways Recommended by National Geographic

The national geographic guide to scenic highways and byways highlights several top routes that

exemplify the best of America’s scenic roadways. These byways stand out not only for their

breathtaking views but also for the enriching experiences they offer along the way.

Blue Ridge Parkway, Virginia and North Carolina

The Blue Ridge Parkway is renowned for its sweeping mountain vistas, abundant wildlife, and vibrant

fall foliage. Stretching over 400 miles, this parkway connects the Great Smoky Mountains National

Park to Shenandoah National Park, providing travelers with access to hiking trails, overlooks, and

cultural sites celebrating Appalachian heritage.

Route 66, Multiple States

Known as the "Main Street of America," Route 66 traverses multiple states from Illinois to California.

The national geographic guide to scenic highways and byways highlights this historic route for its

nostalgic charm, roadside diners, vintage motels, and landmarks that capture the spirit of American

road travel.

Pacific Coast Highway, California

This iconic coastal route offers spectacular ocean views, dramatic cliffs, and charming seaside towns.

The Pacific Coast Highway is featured extensively in the national geographic guide to scenic highways

and byways due to its combination of natural beauty and vibrant cultural hubs along the California

coastline.



Great River Road, Mississippi River Corridor

The Great River Road follows the course of the Mississippi River and passes through ten states. It

offers travelers scenic river views, historic river towns, and a rich cultural history tied to the river’s

influence on American development and commerce.

Beartooth Highway, Montana and Wyoming

Famous for its rugged alpine scenery and challenging mountain passes, the Beartooth Highway is a

favorite among adventure seekers. The national geographic guide to scenic highways and byways

emphasizes this route’s dramatic landscapes and access to Yellowstone National Park.

Travel Tips for Scenic Highway Adventures

Planning a trip along scenic highways and byways requires attention to detail to ensure a safe,

enjoyable, and enriching experience. The national geographic guide to scenic highways and byways

provides practical advice to maximize the benefits of these journeys.

Best Times to Travel

Seasonal conditions greatly affect the scenic appeal and accessibility of certain routes. For example,

fall is ideal for viewing autumn colors on the Blue Ridge Parkway, while summer offers the best

weather for coastal drives like the Pacific Coast Highway. The guide recommends checking weather

forecasts and local conditions before departure.

Essential Packing and Preparation

Travelers should pack appropriately for the environment and activities planned along the route. This

includes clothing layers, hiking gear, cameras, and navigation tools. The national geographic guide to



scenic highways and byways also advises carrying emergency supplies and researching lodging

options ahead of time.

Respecting Local Communities and Environments

Visitors are encouraged to respect the natural surroundings and cultural heritage along scenic

highways. This means adhering to Leave No Trace principles, supporting local businesses, and

following posted regulations. The guide stresses that responsible travel helps preserve these routes for

future generations.

Preserving Scenic Byways for Future Generations

The preservation of scenic highways and byways is vital to maintaining the unique character and

ecological integrity of these treasured routes. The national geographic guide to scenic highways and

byways highlights ongoing efforts to protect landscapes, historic sites, and local cultures through

conservation initiatives and community engagement.

Conservation Efforts and Partnerships

Various organizations, government agencies, and local communities collaborate to protect scenic

byways. These partnerships focus on habitat preservation, road maintenance, and educational

programs aimed at raising awareness about the importance of these corridors. The guide discusses

how travelers can participate in or support such efforts.

Challenges to Scenic Byway Preservation

Development pressures, environmental degradation, and increased traffic pose challenges to the

preservation of scenic highways and byways. The national geographic guide to scenic highways and

byways underscores the need for balanced approaches that accommodate tourism while safeguarding



the intrinsic qualities of these routes.

The Role of Travelers in Preservation

Travelers play a crucial role in preserving scenic highways by practicing responsible tourism,

supporting conservation programs, and advocating for sustainable travel policies. Awareness and

education promoted by resources like the national geographic guide to scenic highways and byways

empower visitors to make informed choices that benefit both the environment and local communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'National Geographic Guide to Scenic Highways and

Byways' about?

The 'National Geographic Guide to Scenic Highways and Byways' is a comprehensive travel guide that

highlights the most beautiful and interesting scenic routes across the United States, providing detailed

maps, travel tips, and points of interest along the way.

Who is the target audience for the 'National Geographic Guide to

Scenic Highways and Byways'?

The guide is aimed at travelers, road trip enthusiasts, photographers, and nature lovers who want to

explore scenic drives and discover hidden gems along America's highways and byways.

Does the guide include maps and route suggestions?

Yes, the guide includes detailed maps, suggested routes, and descriptions of scenic highways and

byways, helping travelers plan their trips with ease.



Are there any tips for travelers included in the guide?

The guide provides practical travel tips such as the best times to travel, recommended stops, historical

and cultural information, and advice on what to bring for a comfortable and safe road trip.

How does the guide categorize scenic highways and byways?

The guide categorizes routes based on regions, themes, and types of scenery such as coastal drives,

mountain routes, desert highways, and historic byways, making it easy to choose a trip that fits your

interests.

Is the 'National Geographic Guide to Scenic Highways and Byways'

available in digital format?

Yes, the guide is available in both print and digital formats, including eBooks and apps, for convenient

access on the go.

How often is the 'National Geographic Guide to Scenic Highways and

Byways' updated?

National Geographic typically updates the guide every few years to include new routes, updated maps,

and the latest travel information to ensure accuracy and relevance for travelers.

Additional Resources

1. National Geographic Guide to Scenic Highways and Byways: The United States

This comprehensive guide showcases some of the most breathtaking drives across the United States.

It provides detailed maps, route descriptions, and highlights natural wonders, historic landmarks, and

cultural points of interest. Perfect for travelers seeking an immersive road trip experience through

America's diverse landscapes.



2. Scenic Routes of the Pacific Northwest

Explore the stunning drives through Washington, Oregon, and Northern California with this guide. It

covers coastal highways, mountain byways, and forest trails, offering insights into local flora, fauna,

and outdoor activities. Ideal for nature lovers and adventure seekers looking to experience the Pacific

Northwest’s beauty on the road.

3. The Road Atlas of America’s Scenic Byways

This atlas presents detailed maps of America’s most picturesque highways and byways. Alongside

practical travel information, it includes historical context and recommendations for stops along the way.

A valuable resource for anyone planning a scenic road trip across multiple states.

4. Discovering America’s Back Roads

Focusing on less-traveled routes, this book uncovers hidden gems and quaint towns off the beaten

path. It offers travelers a chance to explore authentic local culture and landscapes away from crowded

tourist spots. The guide encourages slow travel with tips on dining, lodging, and unique attractions.

5. Scenic Drives: A Photographic Journey Through America’s Byways

Filled with stunning photography, this book captures the essence of America’s most beautiful drives.

Each chapter highlights a different route, showcasing landscapes from deserts to mountains and

coastlines. It serves both as inspiration and a visual companion for planning scenic road trips.

6. America’s Most Beautiful Roads

This guidebook details a curated selection of the country’s top scenic drives, emphasizing natural

beauty and cultural significance. It provides travel tips, route maps, and points of interest to enhance

the driving experience. The book is designed for travelers who want to combine sightseeing with

leisurely exploration.

7. Scenic Byways of the South

Explore the charm and history of Southern states through their scenic byways. This guide highlights

routes rich in cultural heritage, lush landscapes, and vibrant small towns. It also includes

recommendations for local cuisine, festivals, and historical sites, making it a well-rounded travel



companion.

8. Road Trip USA: The Best Scenic Drives and Roadside Attractions

This book offers a broad overview of America’s must-see road trips, including scenic highways and

quirky roadside stops. It balances practical travel advice with interesting stories and scenic highlights.

Perfect for travelers who want both adventure and entertainment on their journeys.

9. The Complete Guide to America’s National Parks and Byways

Combining national park visits with scenic drives, this guide helps travelers maximize their outdoor

adventures. It features detailed route descriptions, park highlights, and tips on wildlife viewing and

hiking. Ideal for those looking to experience the grandeur of America’s natural treasures from the

comfort of their car.
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