narrative retell speech therapy goals

narrative retell speech therapy goals are essential objectives in speech-language pathology aimed at
enhancing a child's ability to comprehend, recall, and verbally communicate stories and events.
Narrative retelling is a fundamental skill that supports language development, literacy, and academic
success. In speech therapy, targeting narrative retell skills helps children improve their sequencing,
vocabulary, grammar, and overall storytelling abilities. This article explores the importance of narrative
retell in speech therapy, outlines specific therapy goals, and provides strategies for effective
intervention. Understanding these goals allows therapists, educators, and caregivers to support
children with language impairments or delays more effectively. The following content will cover the
definition and significance of narrative retell, detailed speech therapy goals, assessment methods, and

practical techniques for goal implementation.
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¢ Key Narrative Retell Speech Therapy Goals
* Assessment of Narrative Retell Skills

o Strategies to Achieve Narrative Retell Goals

¢ Role of Caregivers and Educators in Supporting Narrative Retell

Understanding Narrative Retell in Speech Therapy



Definition and Importance of Narrative Retell

Narrative retell refers to the ability to listen to or read a story and then reproduce it verbally by
recalling key details, sequencing events, and using appropriate language structures. This skill is critical
in speech therapy as it reflects the child’s language comprehension, memory, and expressive
language abilities. Narrative retell supports academic learning, particularly in reading comprehension
and writing, as children who can retell stories clearly tend to understand text better and can create

stories themselves.

Impact on Language and Literacy Development

Mastering narrative retell skills contributes to several language domains, including vocabulary
acquisition, syntax, morphology, and discourse skills. It also enhances cognitive processes such as
working memory and executive functioning, which are vital for organizing thoughts and ideas
coherently. In literacy, narrative retell is linked to improved reading comprehension and writing skills,

making it a key focus in early intervention and ongoing speech therapy programs.

Key Narrative Retell Speech Therapy Goals

Improving Story Comprehension and Recall

One primary goal is to help children improve their ability to comprehend stories and accurately recall
important elements such as characters, settings, and main events. This includes teaching children to
identify the who, what, when, where, why, and how within narratives. Enhancing comprehension

ensures that the retold story includes relevant and meaningful information.



Developing Sequencing and Organization Skills

Sequencing is vital for narrative coherence. Therapy goals often focus on helping children arrange
story events in logical order. This skill enables children to present stories that flow naturally and make
sense to listeners. Therapists work on teaching sequencing through visual aids, story maps, and step-

by-step retelling tasks.

Expanding Vocabulary and Language Structures

Another essential goal is to increase the child’s use of diverse vocabulary and complex sentence
structures during narrative retell. This helps make stories more engaging and descriptive. Speech
therapy targets include using transition words (e.g., first, then, finally), descriptive adjectives, and

varied verb tenses to enrich storytelling quality.

Enhancing Expressive Language and Fluency

Improving expressive language skills allows children to communicate their retells more clearly and
confidently. This includes working on articulation, sentence formulation, and reducing fillers or
hesitations during storytelling. Fluency goals focus on smooth, natural speech production that

maintains listener interest.

Building Meta-Linguistic and Self-Monitoring Skills

Encouraging children to evaluate their own narrative retells is an advanced goal in speech therapy.
This involves teaching strategies for self-correction, recognizing missing story elements, and improving

coherence. Self-monitoring promotes independent communication skill development.



Assessment of Narrative Retell Skills

Standardized and Informal Assessment Tools

Speech-language pathologists use a variety of assessment tools to evaluate narrative retell abilities.
Standardized tests provide normative data on a child’s performance compared to peers, while informal
assessments involve analyzing samples of the child’s retelling of stories. Both methods help identify

specific areas of strength and need.

Components Evaluated During Assessment

Assessments typically focus on several narrative components:

e Story Grammar Elements: identifying characters, setting, problem, and resolution

Sequencing Accuracy: ordering events correctly

Language Use: vocabulary, syntax, and sentence complexity

Coherence and Cohesion: logical flow and use of connecting words

Expressive Skills: clarity, fluency, and engagement in storytelling

Strategies to Achieve Narrative Retell Goals



Use of Visual Supports and Graphic Organizers

Visual aids such as story maps, picture sequences, and graphic organizers help children visualize
story structure and organize their retells. These tools assist in breaking down complex narratives into

manageable parts, improving sequencing and recall.

Modeling and Scaffolding Techniques

Therapists model effective narrative retelling by demonstrating how to include key story elements and
use descriptive language. Scaffolding techniques involve providing prompts, cues, or sentence starters

to guide children through the retell process until they can perform independently.

Interactive Storytelling Activities

Engaging children in interactive storytelling, such as shared book reading or story creation, promotes
active language use. These activities encourage children to practice narrative skills in meaningful

contexts, reinforcing therapy goals.

Incorporating Technology and Multimedia

Digital storytelling apps and multimedia resources can motivate children to practice narrative retell.
Recording their retells or creating digital stories allows children to review and reflect on their language

use, fostering self-monitoring skills.

Role of Caregivers and Educators in Supporting Narrative

Retell



Creating a Language-Rich Environment

Caregivers and educators play a crucial role in reinforcing narrative retell skills outside therapy
sessions. Providing a language-rich environment with frequent opportunities to listen to and discuss

stories enhances language exposure and practice.

Encouraging Storytelling and Retell at Home and School

Regularly asking children to retell familiar stories, personal experiences, or daily events supports
generalization of narrative skills. Adults can prompt children with questions about story details and

sequencing to guide their retells.

Collaborative Goal Setting and Progress Monitoring

Collaboration between speech therapists, caregivers, and educators ensures consistent support and
reinforcement of narrative retell goals. Sharing progress and strategies helps create a cohesive

approach to improving the child’s communication abilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are narrative retell speech therapy goals?

Narrative retell speech therapy goals focus on improving a child's ability to understand, recall, and

verbally retell stories or events in a coherent and organized manner.

Why is narrative retell important in speech therapy?

Narrative retell is important because it enhances language comprehension, sequencing skills, memory,

and expressive language, which are essential for effective communication and academic success.



What are common objectives for narrative retell in speech therapy?

Common objectives include increasing the use of story grammar elements (such as characters, setting,
problem, resolution), improving sentence structure, expanding vocabulary, and enhancing the ability to

organize ideas logically.

How can speech therapists measure progress in narrative retell goals?

Progress can be measured by assessing the completeness and accuracy of story retells, the use of

relevant vocabulary, the inclusion of key story elements, and the clarity and cohesion of the narrative.

What techniques are used to achieve narrative retell goals in therapy?

Techniques include story mapping, using graphic organizers, modeling and practicing story elements,

prompting with questions, and engaging in repeated story retelling activities.

Can narrative retell goals be adapted for children with different
language abilities?

Yes, narrative retell goals can be customized based on the child's language level, focusing on simpler

story structures or more complex narratives as appropriate for their abilities.

How does narrative retell therapy support academic skills?

It supports academic skills by improving comprehension, oral language expression, writing abilities,

and critical thinking, all of which are vital for understanding and producing narratives in school settings.

What age groups benefit most from narrative retell speech therapy
goals?

Children from preschool through adolescence can benefit, with goals tailored to developmental levels,
as narrative skills are crucial throughout childhood and adolescence for academic and social

communication.



Are there specific assessments used to identify narrative retell
deficits?

Yes, assessments like the Test of Narrative Language (TNL) or the Narrative Assessment Protocol

(NAP) are commonly used to evaluate a child's narrative retell skills and guide goal setting in therapy.

Additional Resources

1. “Narrative Skills Development: A Guide for Speech Therapists”

This book provides a comprehensive overview of narrative skills and their importance in speech
therapy. It offers practical strategies and activities for therapists to help children improve story
organization, sequencing, and elaboration. The guide emphasizes the connection between narrative

competence and academic success.

2. “Storytelling and Language Intervention: Techniques for Enhancing Narrative Retell”

Focused on narrative retell goals, this book presents evidence-based techniques to support children
with language impairments. It includes step-by-step methods for teaching story grammar elements and
improving expressive language through storytelling. Therapists will find useful tools for engaging clients

in meaningful narrative practice.

3. “Building Narrative Competence: Speech Therapy Strategies for Retelling and Comprehension”
This resource explores the cognitive and linguistic components of narrative competence and offers
targeted interventions. It covers techniques to enhance both narrative retell and comprehension skills,
making it ideal for clinicians working with diverse populations. The book includes case studies and

sample therapy sessions.

4. “Narrative Retell in Speech Therapy: Practical Activities and Goals”™
Designed for speech-language pathologists, this book compiles a variety of interactive activities aimed
at improving narrative retell abilities. It outlines clear therapy goals and progress monitoring methods to

track client development. The activities support vocabulary expansion, sentence structure, and story



sequencing.

5. “Enhancing Storytelling Skills in Children with Language Disorders”
This book addresses challenges faced by children with language disorders in narrative tasks. It offers
assessment tools and intervention plans to foster storytelling and narrative retell skills. The author

integrates theoretical background with practical applications to optimize therapy outcomes.

6. “Narrative Intervention for Speech-Language Therapy: From Retell to Creation”
Emphasizing both narrative retell and original storytelling, this book guides therapists in expanding
children’s narrative abilities. It includes frameworks for goal-setting, progress measurement, and

adapting activities for different age groups. The book is rich with examples and reproducible materials.

7. “Story Grammar and Retell: Foundations for Language Therapy”

This text highlights the role of story grammar components such as setting, characters, and plot in
narrative retell therapy. It provides structured approaches to teach these elements effectively, helping
clients organize their stories coherently. The book is suitable for clinicians seeking foundational and

advanced strategies.

8. “Narrative Retell and Language Intervention: Evidence-Based Practices”
Grounded in current research, this book reviews evidence-based interventions for narrative retell in
speech therapy. It discusses assessment methods and goal formulation to address specific language

deficits. Therapists will benefit from its data-driven approach and practical recommendations.

9. “Supporting Narrative Skills in Speech Therapy: Goals, Activities, and Progress Monitoring”
This practical manual offers a wealth of therapy goals and activities tailored to narrative retell skills. It
emphasizes systematic progress monitoring to ensure effective intervention. The book serves as a

handy reference for clinicians aiming to improve clients’ storytelling and language organization abilities.
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