
nancy farmer the house of the scorpion
nancy farmer the house of the scorpion is a critically acclaimed young adult novel that explores
complex themes such as identity, ethics of cloning, and political power. Written by Nancy Farmer, the
book has garnered significant attention for its thought-provoking narrative and richly developed
characters. Set in the futuristic country of Opium, the story follows Matteo “Matt” Alacrán, a clone
struggling to find his place in a world that distrusts his existence. This article delves into the
background of Nancy Farmer and her motivations for writing the book, an overview of the plot and
main characters, the major themes and motifs explored, as well as its reception and impact in young
adult literature. For readers and scholars interested in dystopian fiction, ethical dilemmas, or coming-
of-age stories, this comprehensive guide offers valuable insights into nancy farmer the house of
the scorpion and its significance. The following sections provide a detailed exploration of these
aspects.

About Nancy Farmer and the Novel’s Background

Plot Summary and Character Analysis

Major Themes and Literary Significance

Critical Reception and Awards

Impact on Young Adult Literature and Ethical Discussions

About Nancy Farmer and the Novel’s Background

Nancy Farmer is an American author known for her science fiction and fantasy works targeted
primarily at young adult readers. Her background includes extensive travel and work in Africa, which
has influenced her narrative style and thematic choices. Nancy farmer the house of the scorpion
was published in 2002 and represents one of her most notable contributions to literature. The novel
draws inspiration from contemporary debates surrounding cloning, bioethics, and identity, reflecting
Farmer’s interest in moral complexity and social issues.

Author’s Inspiration and Writing Process

Farmer was motivated to write The House of the Scorpion due to the emerging scientific
advancements in cloning and genetic engineering during the late 20th century. She aimed to create a
story that not only entertained but also provoked critical thinking about what it means to be human.
The author combined elements of dystopian fiction with political intrigue and personal struggle,
crafting a narrative that appeals to a wide audience. Her writing process involved detailed world-
building, especially around the fictional country of Opium, which serves as the novel’s setting.



Historical and Scientific Context

The novel was released at a time when cloning technology was becoming a significant ethical topic
following the cloning of Dolly the sheep in 1996. Farmer incorporated these real-world scientific
milestones into her fictional universe, exploring the consequences of cloning on identity and society.
This context enriches the novel’s relevance and provides a foundation for readers to engage with its
themes.

Plot Summary and Character Analysis

At the heart of nancy farmer the house of the scorpion lies the story of Matteo “Matt” Alacrán, a
young clone of the powerful drug lord El Patrón. The narrative traces Matt’s journey from being an
outcast to a leader, confronting prejudice, family secrets, and moral dilemmas. The novel’s plot is
intricate, weaving political intrigue, personal growth, and ethical questions into a cohesive and
compelling story.

Overview of the Main Plot

The story begins with Matt’s discovery that he is a clone, which causes turmoil as clones are
considered subhuman in Opium. Despite this, Matt’s intelligence and compassion gradually win the
trust of those around him. Following El Patrón’s death, Matt inherits the drug empire and faces
numerous challenges from rivals and internal conflicts. Throughout the book, Matt struggles with his
identity and the legacy of El Patrón, ultimately seeking to use his power to improve the lives of
Opium’s citizens.

Key Characters and Their Roles

Matteo “Matt” Alacrán: The protagonist and clone of El Patrón, Matt’s character
development is central to the novel’s themes of identity and humanity.

El Patrón: The formidable drug lord and Matt’s genetic donor, whose complex personality
influences the political and ethical landscape of Opium.

Maria: A kind-hearted girl who befriends Matt and represents hope and normalcy in his
turbulent life.

Felicia: Matt’s caretaker who initially treats him with suspicion but grows to protect him.

Tom and Tam Lin: Characters who provide guidance and challenge Matt’s worldview as he
matures.



Major Themes and Literary Significance

Nancy farmer the house of the scorpion explores several profound themes that contribute to its
standing as a significant work in young adult dystopian literature. These themes invite readers to
reflect on the nature of humanity, ethics in science, and social justice.

Exploration of Identity and Humanity

The novel questions what defines a person’s identity through the experiences of Matt, a clone who
struggles against societal rejection. Farmer challenges the notion that genetics alone determine one’s
value, emphasizing character, choices, and empathy. Matt’s journey is a powerful commentary on
acceptance and self-worth.

Ethical and Moral Questions Surrounding Cloning

The ethical implications of cloning are central to the narrative. The story raises questions about the
rights of clones, the responsibilities of creators, and the potential misuse of scientific advancements.
Farmer does not offer simple answers but encourages readers to consider the complexity of these
issues.

Political Power and Corruption

Set in the fictional country of Opium, the novel portrays a society controlled by drug cartels and
plagued by corruption. Matt’s inheritance of El Patrón’s empire forces him to confront these systemic
problems. The theme highlights the dangers of unchecked power and the potential for reform.

Critical Reception and Awards

Upon its release, nancy farmer the house of the scorpion received widespread acclaim from
critics and readers alike. Its compelling narrative, innovative approach to cloning ethics, and vivid
world-building earned it numerous awards and honors.

Major Awards and Honors

National Book Award Finalist for Young People’s Literature (2002)

Michael L. Printz Honor Award (2003)



ALA Best Book for Young Adults

ALA Notable Children’s Book

Critical Analysis and Reviews

Reviewers have praised the novel for its nuanced characters and thought-provoking themes. Critics
highlight Farmer’s skillful blending of science fiction with political and ethical issues, making the book
relevant for both young adults and adult readers. The novel is often cited in academic discussions on
bioethics and identity in literature.

Impact on Young Adult Literature and Ethical
Discussions

Nancy farmer the house of the scorpion has had a lasting influence on the genre of young adult
literature, particularly in how it addresses complex scientific and moral topics. It opened pathways for
other authors to explore similar themes with depth and sensitivity.

Influence on Subsequent Works

The novel set a precedent for integrating scientific ethics into young adult fiction, encouraging more
stories that challenge readers to think critically about technology and humanity. It remains a
recommended text in educational settings for discussions on cloning and identity.

Use in Educational and Ethical Debates

Educators frequently use the book to engage students in conversations about cloning, human rights,
and morality. Its accessible yet profound treatment of these topics makes it a valuable resource for
fostering ethical awareness and critical thinking.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The House of the Scorpion'?
The author of 'The House of the Scorpion' is Nancy Farmer.



What is the main theme of 'The House of the Scorpion'?
The main themes of 'The House of the Scorpion' include identity, ethics of cloning, power, and
humanity.

Who is the protagonist in 'The House of the Scorpion'?
The protagonist of 'The House of the Scorpion' is Matteo 'Matt' Tejano, a young clone struggling with
his identity and place in society.

What is the significance of El Patrón in 'The House of the
Scorpion'?
El Patrón is the powerful drug lord and Matt's genetic original; his actions and legacy significantly
impact the plot and Matt's journey.

How does Nancy Farmer portray cloning in 'The House of the
Scorpion'?
Nancy Farmer portrays cloning as a complex scientific and ethical issue, exploring the humanity and
rights of clones through Matt's experiences.

What genre does 'The House of the Scorpion' belong to?
'The House of the Scorpion' is a young adult science fiction novel with elements of dystopia and
adventure.

Has 'The House of the Scorpion' won any awards?
Yes, 'The House of the Scorpion' has won several awards, including the National Book Award for
Young People's Literature in 2002.

What is the setting of 'The House of the Scorpion'?
The novel is set in the country of Opium, a strip of land between the United States and Mexico, in a
futuristic, dystopian world.

Additional Resources
1. The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy Farmer
This futuristic novel is set in Zimbabwe in the year 2194 and follows three children who are protected
by a special detective unit with extraordinary senses. The story combines elements of science fiction,
adventure, and African culture to create a unique and engaging narrative. Like *The House of the
Scorpion*, it explores themes of identity, family, and societal challenges.

2. Shadow Speaker by Nnedi Okorafor
Set in a post-apocalyptic Africa, this book tells the story of a young girl with the power to



communicate with the dead and heal the living. It blends magical realism with science fiction,
exploring themes of survival, cultural heritage, and personal growth. Fans of *The House of the
Scorpion* will appreciate its strong protagonist and thought-provoking social issues.

3. Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins
This fantasy adventure follows a boy who discovers a hidden world beneath New York City, filled with
strange creatures and dangerous quests. The book explores themes of leadership, loyalty, and
courage, similar to the challenges faced by Matteo in *The House of the Scorpion*. It’s the first in a
series that combines action with moral complexity.

4. The Giver by Lois Lowry
In a seemingly perfect society without pain or suffering, a boy named Jonas is chosen to inherit the
community’s memories and begins to understand the dark secrets behind their way of life. The novel
deals with themes of identity, freedom, and ethical dilemmas, resonating with the moral questions
raised in *The House of the Scorpion*.

5. Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix
This dystopian novel centers on a boy who is one of the "shadow children," illegal third children in a
society that limits families to two kids. It explores themes of government control, individual rights,
and resistance, paralleling the oppressive societal structures found in *The House of the Scorpion*.
The story is gripping and thought-provoking for young readers.

6. Feed by M.T. Anderson
Set in a future where most people have brain implants called "Feeds," this novel critiques
consumerism, technology, and environmental degradation. The protagonist’s journey toward
awareness and rebellion echoes Matteo’s struggle with identity and morality in *The House of the
Scorpion*. It’s a compelling read about the consequences of unchecked technological advancement.

7. Uglies by Scott Westerfeld
In a society that enforces conformity through mandatory cosmetic surgery at age sixteen, a girl
named Tally learns to question the system’s superficial values. The book deals with themes of
individuality, control, and societal expectations, much like the exploration of power and ethics in *The
House of the Scorpion*. It’s a fast-paced dystopian novel with strong social commentary.

8. Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
This science fiction classic follows a gifted boy trained through intense simulations to save humanity
from an alien threat. It grapples with themes of leadership, ethics, and the cost of war, which align
with the complex moral questions faced by Matteo. The novel is both an exciting adventure and a
deep psychological study.

9. The Dark Life by Kat Falls
Set in a future where rising sea levels have submerged much of the Earth, this novel follows a boy
who lives underwater and discovers a conspiracy threatening his world. It explores themes of survival,
family, and environmental change, similar to the societal challenges and personal growth found in
*The House of the Scorpion*. The book combines action with ecological awareness.
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