
n 400 citizenship interview
N-400 Citizenship Interview is a critical step in the naturalization process for immigrants seeking
U.S. citizenship. The N-400 application, officially known as the Application for Naturalization, is a
comprehensive form that individuals must complete to demonstrate their eligibility for citizenship.
The interview itself serves as an opportunity for U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
officials to evaluate applicants on their application and assess their understanding of U.S. civics and
the English language. This article will provide a thorough overview of the N-400 citizenship
interview, including preparation, what to expect, and tips for success.

Understanding the N-400 Citizenship Interview

The N-400 citizenship interview is designed to ascertain an applicant’s eligibility for U.S. citizenship
based on several criteria, including residency, moral character, and knowledge of the English
language and U.S. civics. During this interview, applicants will answer questions regarding their
application and undergo testing on civics and English skills.

The Purpose of the Interview

The main objectives of the N-400 citizenship interview include:

1. Verification of Information: To confirm the details provided in the N-400 application.
2. Assessment of English Proficiency: To evaluate the applicant’s ability to read, write, and speak
English.
3. Civics Test: To test the applicant's knowledge of U.S. history, government, and civic principles.
4. Moral Character Assessment: To determine the applicant’s moral character and adherence to U.S.
laws.

Preparing for the N-400 Citizenship Interview

Preparation for the N-400 citizenship interview is essential to ensure a smooth process. Here are
some steps applicants can take to prepare effectively:

1. Review the N-400 Application

- Revisit the information provided in your N-400 application. Ensure you are familiar with every
detail, as the USCIS officer will ask questions based on your submission.
- Take note of any discrepancies or changes that may have occurred since you filed your application.



2. Study for the Civics Test

The civics test consists of 100 questions about U.S. history and government. Applicants must answer
correctly a minimum of 6 out of 10 questions during the interview. Here are some resources for
study:

- USCIS Civics Flash Cards: Available on the USCIS website, these cards cover all 100 civics
questions.
- Civics Test Study Guide: This guide provides an overview of U.S. government, history, symbols, and
geography.
- Practice Tests: Utilize online practice tests to gauge your knowledge and readiness.

3. Improve Your English Skills

The interview will assess your speaking, reading, and writing abilities in English. Here are some tips
for improvement:

- Speak English Daily: Practice conversing in English with friends or family members.
- Enroll in ESL Classes: Consider attending English as a Second Language (ESL) classes to enhance
your skills.
- Writing Practice: Write short paragraphs in English to improve your writing proficiency.

4. Gather Required Documents

During the interview, you will need to bring several documents, including:

- Your N-400 application and a copy: Always keep a copy for your reference.
- Green Card: Your Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551).
- Identification: A valid government-issued photo ID.
- Supporting Documents: Any documents that support your application, such as marriage
certificates, divorce decrees, or tax returns.

The Day of the Interview

The day of the N-400 citizenship interview can be nerve-wracking. Being prepared can help alleviate
anxiety. Here’s what you can expect:

1. Arrival at the USCIS Office

- Plan Your Arrival: Arrive at least 15-30 minutes early to allow time for security checks and check-
in.
- Dress Appropriately: Wear professional attire to convey seriousness about your application.



2. Check-In Process

- Upon arrival, check in with the front desk or designated area. Provide your appointment notice and
identification.
- Wait for your name to be called.

3. The Interview Process

Once called, you will meet with a USCIS officer. The interview typically includes:

- Oath of Allegiance: You will be asked to take an oath to tell the truth.
- Review of Your Application: The officer will go through your N-400 application, asking questions to
verify your information.
- Civics and English Testing: You will undergo the civics test and English language assessment.

What Questions to Expect

During the interview, you may encounter various types of questions:

1. Personal Background Questions

- Where were you born?
- When did you become a permanent resident?
- Have you traveled outside the U.S. since becoming a permanent resident? If so, when and for how
long?

2. Questions Related to Your Application

- Have you ever been arrested or detained?
- Are you a member of any organizations?
- Have you paid your taxes?

3. Civics Questions

These questions may include:

- What is the supreme law of the land?
- Who is in charge of the executive branch?
- Name one war fought by the United States in the 1900s.



After the Interview

Following the interview, applicants will typically receive one of three outcomes:

1. Granted: If approved, you will receive a notice for the Oath of Allegiance ceremony.
2. Continued: If further documentation or information is needed, the officer may request additional
evidence before making a decision.
3. Denied: If the application is denied, you will receive a notice explaining the reasons for denial and
options for appeal.

Tips for Success

To ensure a successful interview, consider the following tips:

- Stay Calm and Confident: Maintain a relaxed demeanor and show confidence in your responses.
- Be Honest: Answer all questions truthfully. Providing false information can lead to denial or legal
issues.
- Ask for Clarification: If you do not understand a question, do not hesitate to ask the officer to
clarify.
- Practice Mock Interviews: Conduct practice interviews with friends or family to simulate the
experience.

Conclusion

The N-400 citizenship interview is a pivotal moment in the journey toward becoming a U.S. citizen.
By understanding the process, preparing diligently, and approaching the interview with confidence,
applicants can enhance their chances of success. Remember that this interview is not only a formal
procedure but also an opportunity to demonstrate your commitment to becoming a part of the
American community. With adequate preparation and a positive mindset, you can navigate the N-400
citizenship interview successfully and take a significant step toward achieving your dream of U.S.
citizenship.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the N-400 citizenship interview process like?
The N-400 citizenship interview process involves an interview with a USCIS officer where you will
be asked questions about your application, your background, and your understanding of U.S. history
and government. You will also take an English language test and a civics test.

How can I prepare for the N-400 citizenship interview?
To prepare for the N-400 citizenship interview, you should review your application and ensure all



information is accurate. Study for the civics and English tests using USCIS study materials, practice
speaking English, and gather any necessary documents to bring to the interview.

What types of questions will I be asked during the N-400
interview?
During the N-400 interview, you will be asked about your personal information, residency,
employment, and moral character. Additionally, you will answer civics questions about U.S. history
and government, and demonstrate your ability to read, write, and speak English.

What happens if I fail the civics or English test during the
N-400 interview?
If you fail the civics or English test during the N-400 interview, USCIS will reschedule your
interview for a later date. You will have another opportunity to take the test, and you will be
informed of which parts you need to retake.

How long does it take to receive a decision after the N-400
citizenship interview?
After the N-400 citizenship interview, you typically receive a decision within 120 days. However,
processing times can vary based on the specific USCIS office and your individual case
circumstances.
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