
my family and other animals movie
My Family and Other Animals is a delightful film adaptation of Gerald
Durrell's autobiographical book, which transports viewers to the enchanting
landscapes of Corfu in the 1930s. This charming movie captures the essence of
family, nature, and the importance of embracing the wild world around us.
With its vibrant storytelling, whimsical characters, and an enchanting
setting, the film brings to life the adventures of the Durrell family and
their interactions with various animals in their idyllic home.

Overview of the Film

My Family and Other Animals was released in 2005 and directed by Simon Nye.
It is based on Gerald Durrell’s book of the same name, which recounts his
childhood experiences on the Greek island of Corfu, where his family moved to
escape the dreariness of post-war England. The film stars a talented cast,
including Imelda Staunton as Louisa Durrell, the matriarch of the family, and
Freddie Fox as Gerald Durrell, the aspiring naturalist whose love for animals
drives the narrative.

Plot Summary

The story revolves around the Durrell family—Louisa, her four children
(Gerry, Leslie, Margo, and Roger), and their various adventures on Corfu. The
plot unfolds through the eyes of young Gerald, who is fascinated by the local
fauna. His passion for collecting and observing animals leads him on a series
of escapades that showcase the beauty of nature and the importance of family
bonds.

1. The Move to Corfu: The film opens with the Durrells leaving the dreary
climate of England for the sun-soaked shores of Corfu. The prospect of a new
life excites the children and presents them with endless opportunities for
exploration.

2. Exploring Nature: Gerald quickly becomes enamored with the island’s
wildlife. He befriends a variety of creatures, from tortoises to snakes, and
his adventures often lead to humorous and heartwarming moments.

3. Family Dynamics: Each family member has their quirks, and the film
beautifully showcases their interactions. Louisa struggles to keep the family
together, while each child embarks on their personal journey of self-
discovery.

4. Cultural Encounters: The Durrells’ interactions with the local community,
including the eccentric locals, add depth to the narrative. These encounters



illustrate the cultural richness of Corfu and the warmth of its inhabitants.

5. The Climax: The film builds up to a series of poignant moments where the
family must confront the reality of change as they adapt to their new life
while cherishing their time together.

The Characters

The characters in My Family and Other Animals are vividly portrayed, each
contributing to the overall charm of the story.

- Gerald Durrell: The protagonist, played by Freddie Fox, is portrayed as an
inquisitive and adventurous boy with a deep love for animals. His character
embodies curiosity and a desire to understand the natural world.

- Louisa Durrell: Imelda Staunton’s portrayal of the matriarch is both
touching and humorous. Louisa is depicted as a nurturing yet overwhelmed
mother trying to manage her lively brood while adapting to life in a foreign
land.

- Leslie Durrell: The eldest son, played by Callum Woodhouse, is depicted as
a typical teenage boy, filled with dreams of adventure and romance, often
finding himself in comedic situations.

- Margo Durrell: The teenage daughter, played by Daisy Waterstone, is
portrayed as a budding romantic with aspirations of finding love, which leads
to comedic entanglements.

- Roger Durrell: The youngest Durrell, who often provides comic relief and
showcases the innocence of childhood.

- The Local Characters: The film features various local characters who add to
the richness of the story, including the quirky villagers who interact with
the Durrell family and contribute to the overall atmosphere of Corfu.

Thematic Elements

My Family and Other Animals is not just a simple family film; it delves into
several themes that resonate with audiences of all ages.

Nature and Conservation

One of the central themes of the film is the connection between humans and
nature. Gerald’s passion for animals serves as a reminder of the importance
of wildlife conservation. The film encourages viewers to appreciate the



beauty of nature and foster a sense of responsibility towards it.

Family and Togetherness

The Durrell family’s dynamics serve as a focal point of the narrative.
Despite their differences, the family members support each other through
thick and thin. Their adventures highlight the importance of togetherness and
the bonds that unite them, showcasing how love can overcome challenges.

Adventure and Discovery

The film is imbued with a spirit of adventure, encouraging viewers to explore
the world around them. Gerald’s explorations represent the curiosity inherent
in childhood and the joy of discovery. This theme resonates with the
audience, emphasizing the importance of nurturing curiosity and a love for
learning.

Cultural Diversity

The interactions between the Durrell family and the local villagers
illustrate the beauty of cultural diversity. The film presents a rich
tapestry of characters, each contributing to the vibrant life on the island.
This theme highlights the significance of understanding and embracing
different cultures.

Visual and Aesthetic Appeal

My Family and Other Animals is visually stunning, with breathtaking
cinematography that captures the essence of Corfu. The lush landscapes,
vibrant colors, and idyllic seascapes create a picturesque backdrop that
enhances the storytelling.

Filming Locations

The film was shot on location in Corfu, which adds authenticity to the
narrative. The stunning beaches, olive groves, and charming villages depicted
in the film immerse viewers in the beauty of the island, making it a
character in its own right.



Costume and Set Design

The costume and set design reflect the 1930s era, contributing to the film's
overall charm. The attention to detail in the clothing and the homes of the
Durrell family provides a nostalgic glimpse into the past, enhancing the
storytelling experience.

Conclusion

My Family and Other Animals is a heartwarming tale that combines humor,
adventure, and the beauty of nature. Through the lens of the Durrell family’s
experiences, the film teaches valuable lessons about love, family, and the
importance of cherishing the natural world. It is a celebration of life,
capturing the essence of childhood wonder and the joy of exploration.

For viewers seeking a film that combines laughter, adventure, and a deep
appreciation for nature, My Family and Other Animals is a must-watch. It not
only entertains but also inspires audiences to reconnect with their own sense
of wonder and embrace the beauty that surrounds them. The film stands as a
testament to the enduring legacy of Gerald Durrell and his passion for the
natural world, reminding us that family and nature are intertwined in the
most beautiful ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'My Family and Other
Animals'?
The main theme of 'My Family and Other Animals' revolves around the
experiences of a family living on the Greek island of Corfu, exploring the
beauty of nature, the joys of family life, and the challenges of adapting to
a new environment.

Who is the author of the book that inspired 'My
Family and Other Animals'?
The book that inspired the movie is written by Gerald Durrell, who shares his
childhood experiences of growing up in Corfu and his passion for animals.

What type of animals play a significant role in the
story?
A variety of animals feature prominently in the story, including exotic
wildlife like tortoises, birds, and even a pet dog, highlighting Gerald



Durrell's fascination with nature and his desire to study and protect
animals.

How does the film portray family dynamics?
The film portrays family dynamics through the humorous and often chaotic
interactions between Gerald and his quirky family members, showcasing their
unique personalities and the love that binds them together despite their
differences.

What is the significance of the setting in 'My
Family and Other Animals'?
The setting in Corfu is significant as it serves as a vibrant backdrop that
enhances the story's themes of exploration and adventure, allowing the
characters to engage with the lush landscape and diverse wildlife, which are
central to Gerald's experiences.
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