
motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide
Motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide is an essential resource for RV
enthusiasts who want to maximize their travel experiences. As more people
embrace the freedom of the open road, understanding the intricacies of dinghy
towing becomes increasingly important. This guide will cover everything from
the basics of dinghy towing to the best practices, types of vehicles suitable
for towing, and essential equipment needed to ensure a safe and enjoyable
journey.

What is Dinghy Towing?

Dinghy towing, also known as flat towing, refers to the practice of towing a
vehicle behind a motorhome without the need for a trailer. This method allows
RVers to have a convenient vehicle at their disposal for day trips and
errands once they set up camp.

Benefits of Dinghy Towing

Dinghy towing offers several advantages, making it a popular choice among RV
owners:

Convenience: Having a vehicle readily available for local exploration
eliminates the need for renting cars or relying on public
transportation.

Cost-effective: Towing a vehicle is often less expensive than using a
trailer and can save on fuel costs.

Easy Setup: Most dinghy tow setups are simple to install and use,
allowing for quick transitions between driving and towing.

Versatility: Many smaller vehicles can be towed, providing options for
personal preference and travel needs.

Choosing the Right Vehicle for Dinghy Towing

Not all vehicles can be flat towed, so it’s crucial to choose one that is
compatible with your motorhome. Here are some factors to consider:



Vehicle Compatibility

Before deciding on a vehicle, consult the owner’s manual or manufacturer
guidelines to determine if the car can be flat-towed. Look for the following:

Transmission Type: Manual transmissions are generally more compatible
with dinghy towing than automatic transmissions.

Weight: Ensure the vehicle's weight is within the towing capacity of
your motorhome.

Drivetrain: Four-wheel-drive (4WD) and some all-wheel-drive (AWD)
vehicles can typically be towed if the manufacturer allows it.

Popular Dinghy Towing Vehicles

Based on their compatibility and performance, here are some of the most
popular vehicles for dinghy towing:

Jeep Wrangler1.

Toyota RAV42.

Ford Escape3.

Chevrolet Equinox4.

Honda CR-V5.

Essential Equipment for Dinghy Towing

To ensure a safe and effective dinghy towing experience, you’ll need some
essential equipment:

Base Plate

A base plate is a crucial component that connects the towed vehicle to the
motorhome. It’s typically custom-fitted to the vehicle and should be
installed by a professional.



Tow Bar

The tow bar is the mechanism that physically connects your motorhome and the
towed vehicle. There are two main types:

Rigid Tow Bars: These provide a solid connection and are often more
stable, but they require more effort to connect and disconnect.

Self-Aligning Tow Bars: These are easier to use as they allow for some
movement, making attachment simpler.

Safety Chains

Safety chains act as a backup connection in case the tow bar fails. Always
use safety chains that are rated for the weight of your vehicle.

Brake System

Many states require a supplemental braking system when towing a vehicle. This
system ensures that the towed vehicle’s brakes engage when the motorhome’s
brakes are applied, enhancing safety.

Lighting and Wiring

Proper lighting and wiring ensure that the towed vehicle's brake lights and
turn signals function in tandem with the motorhome. This is crucial for
safety and legal compliance.

Best Practices for Dinghy Towing

To ensure a smooth and safe dinghy towing experience, follow these best
practices:

Pre-Towing Checklist

Before hitting the road, perform a thorough checklist:



Verify that the base plate, tow bar, and safety chains are securely
attached.

Ensure the towed vehicle is in neutral and the parking brake is
disengaged.

Check that all lights and signals are functioning correctly.

Confirm that the vehicle's weight is within the motorhome’s towing
capacity.

Driving Tips While Towing

When towing a vehicle, consider the following driving tips:

Maintain a Safe Distance: Increase your following distance to allow for
longer stopping times.

Monitor Your Speed: Be mindful of speed limits, as towing can affect
your vehicle's handling.

Avoid Sudden Maneuvers: Make gradual turns and lane changes to prevent
swaying.

Legal Considerations for Dinghy Towing

Before you start dinghy towing, it’s essential to understand the legal
requirements in the regions where you’ll be traveling:

State Regulations

Each state has its regulations regarding towing. Research specific
requirements, including:

Braking system requirements

Weight limits

Licensing or registration considerations



Insurance Coverage

Ensure your insurance covers both the motorhome and the towed vehicle.
Consult with your insurance provider to confirm coverage details.

Conclusion

The motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide is an invaluable tool for RVers
looking to enhance their travel experience. By understanding the essentials
of dinghy towing, selecting the right vehicle, and adhering to safety
practices, you can enjoy the freedom of the road with confidence. Whether
you’re planning a weekend getaway or a cross-country adventure, knowing how
to properly tow a vehicle behind your motorhome will make your journey
smoother and more enjoyable. So gear up, hit the road, and explore the
beautiful destinations waiting for you!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy
Towing Guide?
The guide provides detailed information on vehicles that can be safely towed
behind motorhomes, including specifications, weight limits, and towing
techniques.

How can I determine if my vehicle is suitable for
dinghy towing?
Check the owner's manual of your vehicle for dinghy towing capabilities, and
consult the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide for a list of approved
vehicles.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when dinghy
towing?
Common mistakes include exceeding the weight limit, failing to disconnect the
drive shaft, and neglecting to check the towing equipment before departure.

Does the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide



provide information on towing equipment?
Yes, the guide includes recommendations for towing equipment such as tow
bars, braking systems, and safety chains to ensure safe towing practices.

Can I tow my electric vehicle with a motorhome?
Yes, but it's essential to check the specific towing requirements and
recommendations in the Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide, as electric
vehicles may have different protocols.

Where can I find the latest updates to the Dinghy
Towing Guide?
Updates to the guide can be found on the Motorhome Magazine’s official
website or through their monthly publications, which include the latest
towing information.
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