
monkeys paw answer key

monkeys paw answer key serves as an essential tool for students, educators, and literary enthusiasts aiming
to fully understand W.W. Jacobs' classic short story, "The Monkey's Paw." This answer key provides
detailed explanations, thematic analyses, and plot summaries that clarify the story's complex elements and
underlying messages. By exploring the supernatural elements, character motivations, and symbolic
meanings, readers gain a deeper appreciation of the narrative’s cautionary tale about fate and human desire.
The monkeys paw answer key also addresses common questions and interpretations that arise in academic
settings, making it invaluable for study guides and classroom discussions. This article delves into the
components of the answer key, offering insight into the story’s literary devices, character analysis, and
thematic significance. Following is a structured overview to guide readers through the essential aspects of
the monkeys paw answer key.

Understanding the Plot of "The Monkey’s Paw"

Character Analysis in "The Monkey’s Paw"

Themes and Symbols Explored

Common Questions and Answers

Literary Devices and Their Impact

Understanding the Plot of "The Monkey’s Paw"

The foundation of any monkeys paw answer key is a thorough understanding of the story’s plot. "The
Monkey’s Paw" is a supernatural tale centered on a magical artifact that grants its owner three wishes, but
with unintended and tragic consequences. The story follows the White family as they encounter the paw
and make their wishes, each wish leading to unforeseen and disastrous outcomes. The progression from
hope to horror is crucial to grasping the narrative’s message about tampering with fate.

Summary of Key Events

The monkeys paw answer key typically includes a concise summary of the main events:



The arrival of Sergeant-Major Morris with the enchanted monkey’s paw.

The warning about the paw’s dangerous powers.

The first wish made by Mr. White for money, resulting in tragic consequences.

The family’s grief and the eerie consequences of the second wish.

The suspenseful final wish and its ambiguous resolution.

This sequence highlights the cause-and-effect relationship between the wishes and their outcomes, which
is central to understanding the story’s cautionary tone.

Character Analysis in "The Monkey’s Paw"

Another critical component of the monkeys paw answer key is the detailed examination of the story’s
characters. Each character embodies different attitudes toward fate, desire, and the supernatural, making
their analysis essential for a comprehensive understanding.

Mr. White

Mr. White is portrayed as curious, impulsive, and ultimately tragic. His initial skepticism gives way to
reckless hope, which drives the narrative forward. His character represents human vulnerability to
temptation and the consequences of meddling with forces beyond control.

Mrs. White

Mrs. White’s character is defined by grief and desperation, especially after the death of her son Herbert.
Her willingness to use the paw to reverse tragedy illustrates the human desire to undo loss, regardless of
the potential risks.

Herbert White



Herbert serves as both a catalyst and a victim in the story. His skepticism contrasts with his parents’ belief,
and his death is the pivotal event that triggers the story’s tragic outcomes. Herbert’s character highlights
the cost of the family’s wishes and the story’s dark consequences.

Sergeant-Major Morris

Morris introduces the supernatural element and serves as a warning figure. His experience with the paw
and his attempts to dispose of it underscore the danger inherent in the magical artifact. Morris’s character
embodies knowledge of the unknown and the risks associated with it.

Themes and Symbols Explored

The monkeys paw answer key often emphasizes the story’s rich thematic content and symbolic elements
that contribute to its enduring impact. Understanding these themes is critical for deeper literary analysis.

Fate and Free Will

The central theme explores the tension between fate and free will. The paw’s magical powers suggest a
predestined outcome, while the characters’ wishes demonstrate attempts to alter destiny. The story warns
of the futility and dangers of trying to control fate.

The Danger of Greed and Desire

The monkeys paw symbolizes the destructive nature of greed. The Whites’ wishes stem from personal
desires, and each wish’s dark consequences reveal the cost of unchecked ambition and materialism.

Supernatural and the Unknown

The story’s supernatural elements create an atmosphere of suspense and fear. The paw itself is a symbol of
the unknown forces that humans attempt to harness but fail to control, highlighting themes of mystery and
caution.



Symbolism of the Monkey’s Paw

The paw is a powerful symbol representing temptation, fate, and the consequences of interference with
natural order. Its physical description as a withered, unnatural object enhances its ominous significance.

Common Questions and Answers

The monkeys paw answer key frequently addresses common questions raised by students and readers,
clarifying confusing aspects of the story and its interpretations.

What is the significance of the three wishes?

The three wishes structure serves as a narrative device illustrating the escalating consequences of
interfering with fate. They also symbolize human desire and the limits of control over one’s destiny.

Why does the story end ambiguously?

The ambiguous ending leaves readers uncertain about the final wish’s outcome, enhancing the story’s
suspense and emphasizing the theme of unknown consequences. It invites interpretation and reflection on
the moral of the tale.

What lessons does "The Monkey’s Paw" teach?

The story imparts lessons about the dangers of greed, the limits of human control over fate, and the
unforeseen consequences of wishes. It warns readers to be cautious about desire and to respect natural order.

How does the setting contribute to the story?

The isolated and gloomy setting enhances the story’s eerie atmosphere, reinforcing themes of suspense and
the supernatural. The White family’s home becomes a microcosm for the unfolding tragedy.



Literary Devices and Their Impact

Understanding the literary techniques used by W.W. Jacobs is vital for comprehensive analysis provided
by the monkeys paw answer key. These devices enrich the narrative and amplify its themes.

Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing is employed extensively to build suspense and hint at the tragic events to come. Examples
include the Sergeant-Major’s warnings and the paw’s ominous appearance.

Irony

The story uses situational irony, especially in the contrast between the characters’ wishes and the disastrous
results. This irony reinforces the theme that tampering with fate can backfire.

Suspense and Atmosphere

Jacobs crafts a tense and foreboding atmosphere through descriptive language and pacing. Suspense is
maintained through the gradual revelation of the paw’s power and the consequences of the wishes.

Symbolism

Symbolism, particularly of the monkey’s paw itself, deepens the story’s meaning. The paw represents
human temptation and the dark side of desire, serving as a powerful metaphor throughout the narrative.

Dialogue and Characterization

The dialogue reveals character traits and advances the plot, providing insight into the family’s dynamics
and their evolving attitudes toward the paw and its power.

Sergeant-Major Morris’s cautionary tone sets the story’s moral framework.1.



Mr. White’s dialogue reflects his internal conflict and eventual desperation.2.

Mrs. White’s speech conveys emotion and heightens the dramatic tension.3.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the monkey's paw in the story?
The monkey's paw symbolizes fate and the consequences of interfering with it, as it grants wishes that
come with unintended and often tragic results.

How does the monkey's paw affect the characters in the story?
The monkey's paw brings misfortune to the characters by fulfilling their wishes in unexpected and
harmful ways, teaching them a lesson about tampering with fate.

What is the moral lesson of 'The Monkey's Paw'?
The moral lesson is to be careful what you wish for and to respect the natural course of life, as trying to
alter fate can lead to disastrous consequences.

Why does the monkey's paw only grant three wishes?
The limitation of three wishes serves as a plot device to emphasize the consequences of greed and to show
that each wish comes with a price.

What is the outcome of the third wish in 'The Monkey's Paw'?
The third wish is used to undo the horror caused by the second wish, often interpreted as the final attempt
to restore normalcy and stop further tragedy.

How does the story of 'The Monkey's Paw' explore the theme of fate
versus free will?
The story explores this theme by showing how the characters try to control their destiny through the
paw, but ultimately fate has the final say, often with dire consequences.



What role does suspense play in 'The Monkey's Paw'?
Suspense builds throughout the story as the characters make their wishes and face unexpected outcomes,
keeping readers engaged and highlighting the paw's ominous power.

Why is 'The Monkey's Paw' still relevant in modern literature
discussions?
'The Monkey's Paw' remains relevant because it addresses timeless themes like desire, consequence, and
the unpredictability of tampering with fate, resonating with contemporary audiences.

Additional Resources
1. The Monkey's Paw: Complete Study Guide and Answer Key
This comprehensive guide offers detailed summaries, chapter analyses, and answer keys for "The Monkey's
Paw" by W.W. Jacobs. It is designed to help students and educators understand the themes, characters, and
plot developments. The guide also includes discussion questions and essay prompts to deepen
comprehension.

2. Understanding The Monkey's Paw: A Teaching Companion
This book serves as a resource for teachers, providing ready-made lesson plans, quizzes, and an answer key
related to "The Monkey's Paw." It emphasizes the story’s moral lessons and explores its use of suspense and
supernatural elements. The companion helps educators facilitate engaging classroom discussions.

3. Short Story Analysis: The Monkey's Paw
Focused on literary analysis, this book breaks down the narrative techniques and symbolism used in "The
Monkey's Paw." It includes an answer key for study questions and exercises that encourage critical
thinking. Readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the story’s themes such as fate, greed, and
consequence.

4. The Monkey's Paw: Student Workbook and Answer Key
This workbook contains a variety of activities ranging from vocabulary exercises to comprehension
questions, all centered on "The Monkey's Paw." Each section comes with an answer key for easy self-
assessment or classroom use. It is ideal for reinforcing students' understanding of the text.

5. Exploring Gothic Literature: The Monkey's Paw and Beyond
This book places "The Monkey's Paw" within the context of Gothic literature, highlighting its eerie
atmosphere and dark themes. It includes comparative studies with other Gothic tales and provides answer
keys for related quizzes. Readers will explore how the story fits into the broader genre.

6. The Monkey's Paw: Critical Essays and Answer Guide
A collection of critical essays examining various interpretations of "The Monkey's Paw," accompanied by an



answer guide for discussion questions. It covers topics such as the story’s cultural impact and its portrayal of
supernatural elements. This resource is valuable for advanced students and literary enthusiasts.

7. Classic Horror Stories: The Monkey's Paw Teacher's Edition
This edition is tailored for instructors teaching classic horror stories, featuring "The Monkey's Paw" with
detailed notes and an answer key. It focuses on thematic elements like fear, fate, and human desire. The
book includes assessment tools to evaluate student understanding.

8. Monkey's Paw: Vocabulary and Comprehension Booster
Designed to improve language skills, this book offers vocabulary lists, comprehension questions, and an
answer key based on "The Monkey's Paw." It helps readers build their literary vocabulary while engaging
with the story’s content. The exercises support both ESL learners and native speakers.

9. The Monkey's Paw: Interactive Study Guide with Answer Key
An interactive guide featuring multimedia components such as quizzes, flashcards, and video summaries of
"The Monkey's Paw." The included answer key aids self-study and group learning. This modern approach
makes the classic story accessible and engaging for today’s students.
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