
mla citation cheat sheet
MLA citation cheat sheet is an invaluable resource for students, researchers, and writers who
need to properly cite sources in their academic work. The Modern Language Association (MLA) style
is widely used in the humanities, particularly in literature, philosophy, and cultural studies. Correct
citation not only gives credit to the original authors but also strengthens your work by providing a
solid foundation of evidence. This article will serve as a comprehensive guide to the MLA citation
format, providing you with an easy-to-use cheat sheet to help you navigate the intricacies of MLA
style.

Understanding MLA Format

MLA format is designed to be simple and straightforward, making it accessible for writers across
various disciplines. It emphasizes clarity and consistency, which is why adhering to its guidelines is
crucial for academic integrity. The core components of an MLA citation include the author’s name,
the title of the work, the publisher, and the publication date.

Key Features of MLA Style

1. In-text Citations: MLA format uses parenthetical citations within the text. These citations typically
include the author's last name and the page number from which the information was taken.
2. Works Cited Page: At the end of your document, you will include a Works Cited page that lists all
the sources you referenced in your work. This page should be formatted with a hanging indent.
3. Font and Margins: Use a legible font like Times New Roman, size 12, with 1-inch margins on all
sides.
4. Double-spacing: The entire document, including the Works Cited page, should be double-spaced.

MLA Citation Basics

To create accurate citations, you must understand the basic structure for different types of sources.
Below are the formats for the most commonly cited types of works.

Books

The general format for citing a book in MLA style is as follows:

- Format: Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication.

- Example: Smith, John. Understanding Literature. Penguin Books, 2020.



Journal Articles

For journal articles, the MLA format looks like this:

- Format: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal, vol. number, no.
number, Year of Publication, pages.

- Example: Doe, Jane. "Exploring Modern Themes." Journal of Modern Literature, vol. 15, no. 2,
2021, pp. 45-67.

Websites

Citing a website in MLA style requires the following format:

- Format: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Webpage." Website Name, Publisher (if different
from the website name), Date of Publication, URL.

- Example: Brown, Lisa. "The Impact of Social Media." Social Studies Online, Social Studies
Association, 5 Mar. 2022, www.socialstudiesonline.org/impact-of-social-media.

In-text Citations

In-text citations are essential for acknowledging the sources of your information. Here’s how to do it
correctly.

Single Author

If you are quoting or paraphrasing a single author, your in-text citation should look like this:

- Example: (Smith 23).

Multiple Authors

For works with two authors, include both last names:

- Example: (Smith and Jones 45).

For three or more authors, use the first author's last name followed by "et al.":

- Example: (Smith et al. 78).



No Author

If a source has no identifiable author, use the title in place of the author's name:

- Example: ("Impact of Social Media" 12).

Formatting the Works Cited Page

The Works Cited page is crucial for providing full details of your sources. Here’s how to format it
correctly:

General Guidelines

- Title the page "Works Cited," centered at the top of the page.
- Use a hanging indent for each citation (the first line is flush left, and subsequent lines are
indented).
- Alphabetize entries by the author's last name or, if there is no author, by the title.

Works Cited Example

Here’s a sample Works Cited page that includes various sources:

```
Works Cited

Brown, Lisa. "The Impact of Social Media." Social Studies Online, Social Studies Association, 5 Mar.
2022, www.socialstudiesonline.org/impact-of-social-media.

Doe, Jane. "Exploring Modern Themes." Journal of Modern Literature, vol. 15, no. 2, 2021, pp. 45-67.

Smith, John. Understanding Literature. Penguin Books, 2020.
```

Common Citation Mistakes to Avoid

Even seasoned writers can make citation errors. Here are some common mistakes to watch out for:

1. Incorrect Formatting: Ensure that all citations are correctly formatted with italics, punctuation,
and hanging indents.
2. Missing Information: Always include essential details such as author names, titles, and publication
dates.
3. Improper In-text Citations: Ensure that each in-text citation corresponds to a full citation in the



Works Cited page.
4. Neglecting Online Sources: With the prevalence of digital information, be sure to include proper
citations for online articles, videos, and websites.

Conclusion

Utilizing an MLA citation cheat sheet can simplify the daunting task of properly citing sources in
your academic work. By understanding the core components of MLA style, including the formats for
books, journal articles, and websites, you can ensure that your citations are accurate and consistent.
Additionally, mastering in-text citations and the formatting of your Works Cited page will further
enhance the credibility of your writing. Remember to avoid common citation mistakes and refer back
to this guide whenever you need assistance. With practice and diligence, you will become proficient
in MLA citation, which is an essential skill for academic success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an MLA citation cheat sheet?
An MLA citation cheat sheet is a quick reference guide that summarizes the essential rules and
formats for citing sources in Modern Language Association (MLA) style.

Where can I find a reliable MLA citation cheat sheet?
You can find reliable MLA citation cheat sheets on educational websites, university writing centers,
and libraries, as well as from the official MLA Handbook or the MLA Style Center website.

What are the main components of an MLA citation?
The main components of an MLA citation typically include the author's name, title of the work,
container title (if applicable), publisher, publication date, and page numbers.

How do I cite a book in MLA format using a cheat sheet?
To cite a book in MLA format, you would typically format it as follows: Author's Last Name, First
Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication.

Can I use an MLA citation cheat sheet for online sources?
Yes, an MLA citation cheat sheet can assist you in citing online sources, including websites, articles,
and digital media, by providing the correct format for each type of source.

Is there a difference between in-text citations and works cited



in MLA?
Yes, in-text citations provide brief references within the text, usually including the author's last
name and page number, while the works cited page lists full citations for all sources referenced in
the text.

What should I do if the source type isn’t listed on my MLA
citation cheat sheet?
If the source type isn't listed on your MLA citation cheat sheet, refer to the official MLA Handbook
or consult additional resources, such as the MLA Style Center, for guidance on that specific type of
source.
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