
miller from the canterbury tales
Miller from The Canterbury Tales is a character that stands out in Geoffrey Chaucer's
iconic work, representing the common man with a blend of humor, wit, and social
commentary. The Miller is one of the most memorable characters in "The Canterbury
Tales," a collection of stories written in the late 14th century that provides a vivid
snapshot of medieval society. This article delves into the character of the Miller, exploring
his role in the narrative, his symbolic significance, and the broader implications of his
story within the context of the tales.

The Role of the Miller in The Canterbury Tales

The Miller's tale is one of the best-known stories in "The Canterbury Tales," positioned
right after the Knight's tale. The character himself is introduced in the General Prologue,
where Chaucer describes him with vivid imagery and a sense of realism.

Physical Description and Personality Traits

Chaucer provides a detailed physical description of the Miller that highlights his
boisterous and larger-than-life personality. Key traits include:

- Stature: The Miller is described as a big man, strong and brawny, symbolizing physical
strength and vitality.
- Appearance: He has a broad, flat nose and a mouth that resembles a furnace, suggesting
a fiery and outspoken nature.
- Personality: The Miller is characterized as a brash and lewd individual, known for his
raucous laughter and tendency to tell bawdy jokes. His personality embodies the spirit of
the common folk, contrasting sharply with the more refined characters in the tales.

The Miller's Tale

The tale told by the Miller is a fabliau, a genre known for its comic and often vulgar
stories. The narrative revolves around a love triangle involving a carpenter, his young
wife, and her lover, a clerk named Absalom.

Key Plot Points

1. Setting: The story is set in a small village where the carpenter, John, lives with his
beautiful wife, Alison.
2. Characters:
- John: The gullible husband who is oblivious to his wife's infidelity.
- Alison: The young and attractive wife who is unfaithful and cunning.



- Absalom: The parish clerk who is smitten with Alison and tries to woo her.
3. Conflict: The central conflict arises from the love triangle, with both Absalom and John
vying for Alison’s affection.
4. Resolution: The tale culminates in a series of comedic and humiliating events,
showcasing the folly of the characters involved, particularly John.

Themes in the Miller's Tale

The Miller's tale is rich in themes that reflect the social dynamics of Chaucer’s time. Some
prominent themes include:

- Deception and Trickery: The tale highlights the deceitful nature of the characters,
particularly Alison’s manipulation of both men. This theme reflects the cunningness often
attributed to women in medieval literature.

- Class and Social Status: The Miller himself represents the working class, contrasting
with the nobility depicted in other tales. His tale emphasizes the humor and struggles of
the lower classes.

- Sexual Desire: The story is replete with sexual innuendos and explicit content,
showcasing the theme of lust and its consequences. This theme resonates with the human
experiences of love and betrayal.

The Miller's Symbolic Significance

The character of the Miller serves as a symbol of the common man in medieval society,
challenging the social hierarchy of the time.

Representation of the Common Man

- Authenticity: The Miller’s coarse language and behavior represent the authenticity and
rawness of everyday life. Unlike other characters who embody the ideals of chivalry and
virtue, the Miller is unapologetically human, with flaws and desires that reflect the reality
of the time.
- Critique of Social Norms: Through the Miller, Chaucer critiques the social norms and
pretensions of the upper classes. The Miller's lack of sophistication highlights the
absurdity of the aristocracy's values and their often hypocritical nature.

Humor and Satire

The humor embedded in the Miller’s tale serves not only to entertain but also to satirize
societal norms.



- Bawdy Humor: The crude jokes and sexual escapades reflect the human condition in a
way that is relatable and amusing, demonstrating Chaucer's skill in blending humor with
insight.
- Social Commentary: The satire found in the Miller’s tale invites readers to reflect on the
follies of both the lower and upper classes, suggesting that human vice is universal.

The Legacy of the Miller from The Canterbury
Tales

The Miller remains a significant figure in literary history, influencing countless works that
explore themes of class, humor, and human nature.

Influence on Literature

- Character Archetypes: The Miller’s character has paved the way for similar
representations of the common man in literature, embodying the archetype of the
everyman who challenges societal norms.
- Continued Relevance: Themes of deception, love, and social commentary found in the
Miller’s tale are still relevant today, resonating with modern audiences and writers alike.

Modern Interpretations

- Adaptations: The Miller’s tale has inspired various adaptations in literature, theater, and
film, showcasing its enduring appeal. Contemporary retellings often emphasize the
comedic elements while exploring deeper themes of morality and societal expectations.
- Critical Analysis: Scholars continue to analyze the Miller's role within "The Canterbury
Tales," discussing the implications of class disparity and the portrayal of gender roles.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Miller from The Canterbury Tales is a multifaceted character who
embodies the complexities of medieval society. Through his humorous and bawdy tale,
Chaucer provides readers with a window into the lives of the common people while
simultaneously critiquing the social structures of his time. The Miller's legacy endures in
modern literature and culture, reminding us of the timeless nature of human folly and the
enduring power of storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is the Miller in The Canterbury Tales and what is
his role?
The Miller is one of the characters in Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales. He is
depicted as a bawdy and irreverent figure who tells a story that is filled with humor,
lewdness, and social commentary. His role is to provide a contrasting perspective to the
more noble or serious tales told by other pilgrims.

What themes are present in the Miller's Tale?
The Miller's Tale explores themes such as deception, lust, and social class. It highlights
the foolishness of the characters, particularly through their schemes and betrayals, while
also critiquing the moral standards of society.

How does the Miller's character reflect the social class
structure of medieval England?
The Miller is portrayed as a working-class figure, embodying the traits of the lower social
classes. His coarse language and behavior contrast with the more refined characters, such
as the Knight and the Prioress, illustrating the tensions and distinctions between different
social classes in medieval England.

What is the significance of the Miller's story being told
immediately after the Knight's Tale?
The placement of the Miller's Tale immediately after the Knight's Tale serves to juxtapose
the idealized notions of chivalry and romance with a more vulgar and realistic view of
human desires and relationships. This shift in tone emphasizes the diversity of storytelling
and perspectives within The Canterbury Tales.

How does the Miller's Tale use humor to convey its
messages?
The Miller's Tale employs humor through its exaggerated characters, slapstick situations,
and witty dialogue. This comedic approach allows Chaucer to address serious themes such
as infidelity and social hypocrisy in a lighthearted manner, making the critique more
accessible to the audience.

What literary techniques does Chaucer use in the
portrayal of the Miller?
Chaucer uses a variety of literary techniques in portraying the Miller, including vivid
character descriptions, irony, and satire. The Miller's physical appearance and personality
traits are exaggerated, which enhances his role as a comedic figure while also serving to
critique societal norms.
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