
mike pence conversion therapy

Mike Pence conversion therapy has become a controversial topic in recent years, particularly due to

the former Vice President's stance on LGBTQ+ issues and his reported support for practices aimed at

changing an individual's sexual orientation. This article delves into Pence's views, the history of

conversion therapy, its implications, and the broader societal context surrounding this contentious

issue.

Understanding Conversion Therapy

Conversion therapy, also known as "reparative therapy," refers to a range of practices aimed at

changing an individual’s sexual orientation or gender identity. These practices have been widely

discredited by major medical and psychological organizations due to their ineffectiveness and potential

for harm.

Types of Conversion Therapy

Conversion therapy can take various forms, including:

Psychotherapy: Attempts to alter sexual orientation through talk therapy.

Behavior Modification: Techniques aimed at changing behaviors associated with homosexuality.

Religious Counseling: Spiritual guidance that encourages individuals to reject their sexual

orientation.



Aversion Therapy: Employing unpleasant stimuli to discourage same-sex attraction.

Despite the varied methods, the common goal remains the same: to change sexual orientation, often

rooted in a belief that being LGBTQ+ is pathological or sinful.

Mike Pence's Background and Views

Mike Pence, who served as the 48th Vice President of the United States under Donald Trump, has a

long-standing history of expressing conservative views on homosexuality and LGBTQ+ rights. His

beliefs are influenced by his upbringing in a conservative Christian household and his deep religious

convictions.

Political Career and Legislative Actions

Pence's political career has been marked by several key actions and statements regarding LGBTQ+

issues:

1. Support for Conversion Therapy: Pence has been associated with organizations that support

conversion therapy, which has raised concerns among LGBTQ+ advocacy groups.

2. Indiana Religious Freedom Law: As Governor of Indiana, Pence signed a law that critics argued

would allow discrimination against LGBTQ+ individuals under the guise of religious freedom.

3. Opposition to Same-Sex Marriage: Pence has consistently voiced his opposition to same-sex

marriage, advocating for traditional marriage values.

These positions have contributed to his reputation as a controversial figure within the LGBTQ+

community.



The Impact of Conversion Therapy

The consequences of conversion therapy on individuals can be severe and long-lasting. Studies have

shown that these practices can lead to a range of negative outcomes, including:

Mental Health Issues: Individuals subjected to conversion therapy are at a higher risk of

depression, anxiety, and suicidal ideation.

Loss of Identity: Many people report a profound sense of loss regarding their identity and self-

worth as a result of these practices.

Strained Relationships: Families and friendships can become strained when individuals are

pressured to conform to heteronormative standards.

Moreover, the stigma surrounding LGBTQ+ identities can lead to isolation and feelings of shame,

exacerbating mental health challenges.

Public Reactions and Advocacy Against Conversion Therapy

The backlash against conversion therapy has grown significantly over the past few decades, with many

organizations working to ban the practice and promote LGBTQ+ rights.

Legislative Efforts

Various states and countries have begun to enact legislation to ban conversion therapy, particularly for



minors. Some notable efforts include:

1. California and New York: Both states have passed laws prohibiting licensed mental health

professionals from practicing conversion therapy on minors.

2. Local Bans: Numerous cities and municipalities have enacted their own bans, demonstrating a

grassroots effort to combat the practice.

3. International Movement: Countries like Malta and Ecuador have implemented comprehensive bans

on conversion therapy, reflecting a growing global consensus against the practice.

Advocacy Organizations

Several organizations are at the forefront of the fight against conversion therapy, including:

- The Trevor Project: This organization offers crisis intervention and suicide prevention services to

LGBTQ+ youth and advocates against harmful practices like conversion therapy.

- Human Rights Campaign (HRC): The HRC works to achieve equality for LGBTQ+ individuals and

has campaigned extensively to end conversion therapy.

- GLAAD: Focused on media representation, GLAAD works to raise awareness about the harms of

conversion therapy and promotes positive portrayals of LGBTQ+ people.

Public Opinion and Cultural Shifts

As awareness of the harmful effects of conversion therapy has increased, public opinion has shifted

significantly. Many people now view conversion therapy as a dangerous and outdated practice.

Changing Attitudes Towards LGBTQ+ Individuals



Cultural attitudes have also evolved, with greater acceptance of LGBTQ+ individuals in mainstream

society. This shift can be attributed to:

1. Increased Visibility: The rise of LGBTQ+ representation in media, politics, and entertainment has

fostered greater understanding and acceptance.

2. Education and Awareness: Educational programs and public campaigns have helped dispel myths

about LGBTQ+ identities and the efficacy of conversion therapy.

3. Activism and Advocacy: Grassroots movements have played a crucial role in raising awareness

about the dangers of conversion therapy and promoting LGBTQ+ rights.

Conclusion

Mike Pence conversion therapy serves as a focal point for discussions about LGBTQ+ rights, societal

acceptance, and the ongoing battle against harmful practices. As legislation continues to evolve and

public opinion shifts, the hope is that conversion therapy will become a relic of the past, replaced by a

society that embraces diversity and promotes acceptance for all individuals, regardless of their sexual

orientation or gender identity. The journey toward equality and understanding is ongoing, but each step

forward brings us closer to a more inclusive future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Mike Pence's stance on conversion therapy?

Mike Pence has been criticized for his past support of conversion therapy and policies that promote it,

particularly during his tenure as Governor of Indiana. He has since distanced himself from the practice,

especially as it has been widely discredited by medical professionals.



How has Mike Pence's position on conversion therapy impacted the

LGBTQ+ community?

Pence's support for conversion therapy has raised concerns among LGBTQ+ advocates, who argue

that such practices are harmful and promote discrimination. His past positions have contributed to

ongoing debates about LGBTQ+ rights and mental health.

What actions did Mike Pence take regarding conversion therapy during

his political career?

As Governor of Indiana, Pence supported legislation that included provisions allowing for conversion

therapy. His administration faced backlash from LGBTQ+ groups, leading to protests and calls for

policy changes.

What do medical organizations say about conversion therapy?

Major medical organizations, including the American Psychological Association and the American

Medical Association, oppose conversion therapy, stating it is ineffective and can lead to significant

psychological harm.

How has public opinion shifted regarding conversion therapy since

Pence's time in office?

Public opinion has increasingly turned against conversion therapy, with many states enacting bans on

the practice. Advocacy for LGBTQ+ rights has grown, leading to broader societal rejection of

conversion therapy.

What recent developments have occurred in the conversation about

conversion therapy and Mike Pence?

Discussions about conversion therapy have surged in recent years, especially with the rise of LGBTQ+

advocacy. Pence's past comments and policies have been revisited in the context of current legislative



efforts to ban the practice and protect LGBTQ+ rights.
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