
message version of the bible
message version of the bible is a contemporary translation of the Christian
scriptures that aims to present the Bible's timeless messages in clear,
everyday language. Unlike traditional translations that focus on word-for-
word accuracy, the Message Bible employs a thought-for-thought approach to
make the text more accessible and relatable for modern readers. This
paraphrased version was crafted to bridge the gap between ancient biblical
texts and contemporary readers, enhancing comprehension without sacrificing
the original meaning. In this article, the history, translation approach,
distinctive features, and applications of the Message Version of the Bible
will be examined in detail. Additionally, the impact of this version on
modern Christian study and worship will be explored. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of why the Message Version of the Bible has
become a popular choice among diverse audiences. The discussion will also
cover comparisons with other Bible translations and practical tips for
incorporating this version into personal devotion and group study.
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History and Background of the Message Version
of the Bible
The Message Version of the Bible was created by Eugene H. Peterson, a pastor
and scholar who sought to make the Bible accessible to readers who might find
traditional translations difficult to understand. The project began in the
late 20th century and was published in stages, with the entire New Testament
released in 1993 and the complete Bible published in 2002. Peterson’s
extensive background in biblical languages and pastoral ministry influenced
his translation work, ensuring both fidelity to the original texts and
readability. The Message Version is not technically a formal translation but
rather a paraphrase, meaning it focuses on capturing the essence and intent
of the scriptures in vivid, contemporary language.



Development Timeline
Peterson spent over a decade working on the Message Version, carefully
studying the original Hebrew and Greek texts alongside existing translations.
The initial New Testament release was met with enthusiasm, leading to the
completion of the Old Testament and Psalms. Over time, the Message Version
gained traction among both lay readers and clergy due to its fresh and
engaging style.

Author’s Background and Motivation
Eugene Peterson’s motivation stemmed from a desire to communicate biblical
truths in ways that resonate with everyday life. His pastoral experience
exposed him to challenges people faced in understanding scripture, and this
inspired a translation that emphasized clarity, warmth, and practical
application.

Translation Philosophy and Approach
The Message Version of the Bible employs a dynamic equivalence or thought-
for-thought translation philosophy rather than a formal equivalence or word-
for-word approach. This means the text is paraphrased to convey the original
meaning in language that contemporary readers can easily grasp. Peterson
aimed to preserve the tone, imagery, and emotional impact of the scriptures
while avoiding archaic or overly formal language.

Dynamic Equivalence Explained
Dynamic equivalence seeks to translate the meaning behind the original words
rather than the precise wording. This approach allows for flexibility in
expression, making the biblical message feel alive and relevant. The Message
Version captures idiomatic expressions and cultural nuances by adapting them
to modern contexts.

Balancing Faithfulness and Readability
While paraphrasing can risk oversimplification, Peterson carefully balanced
faithfulness to the original text with the need for readability. His
extensive knowledge of biblical languages and theological concepts helped
maintain doctrinal integrity alongside an engaging narrative style.

Distinctive Features of the Message Version
The Message Version of the Bible stands out because of its unique style and



presentation. It emphasizes conversational tone, vivid imagery, and
contemporary vocabulary, which differentiate it from more literal
translations. These features contribute to its popularity among readers
seeking a fresh perspective on biblical texts.

Conversational and Accessible Language
The Message Version reads like a conversation, using everyday speech patterns
that invite readers into the text. This approach removes barriers caused by
complex syntax or unfamiliar vocabulary, making scripture approachable for
people of all ages and backgrounds.

Use of Modern Idioms and Expressions
Peterson incorporated modern idioms and expressions to convey biblical ideas
effectively. For example, traditional metaphors might be translated into
contemporary equivalents that evoke similar emotional and spiritual
responses.

Emphasis on Imagery and Emotion
The Message Version frequently employs vivid imagery and emotional language
to bring biblical narratives and teachings to life. This enhances the
reader’s engagement and allows the scriptures to resonate on a deeper level.

Summary of Key Features

Paraphrased, thought-for-thought translation style

Contemporary, conversational vocabulary

Retention of biblical imagery and tone

Focus on clarity and reader accessibility

Emotional and relational emphasis in text

Uses and Applications in Study and Worship
The Message Version of the Bible is widely used in various contexts, from
personal devotional reading to group Bible studies and worship services. Its
readability and relatability make it an effective tool for those new to the



Bible as well as seasoned believers seeking fresh insights.

Personal Devotional Use
Many individuals appreciate the Message Version for daily devotionals because
its language invites reflection and application. The accessible style helps
readers internalize biblical principles and personal spiritual growth.

Bible Study Groups
In group settings, the Message Version serves as a springboard for
discussion, especially when paired with more literal translations. Its
clarity can help clarify difficult passages and foster deeper understanding.

Use in Preaching and Worship
Some pastors and worship leaders incorporate the Message Version into sermons
and liturgy to communicate biblical truths in a way that resonates with
contemporary congregations. The paraphrased text can complement traditional
readings and enhance engagement.

Comparisons with Other Popular Bible
Translations
Understanding how the Message Version compares with other well-known Bible
translations helps clarify its strengths and limitations. It occupies a
distinct niche between formal translations and other paraphrased versions.

Message Version vs. King James Version (KJV)
The King James Version is a formal, word-for-word translation written in
early 17th-century English. In contrast, the Message Version uses modern
language and a thought-for-thought approach. While the KJV is revered for its
poetic style and historical significance, the Message Bible prioritizes
clarity and immediacy.

Message Version vs. New International Version (NIV)
The NIV balances readability with accuracy, using a somewhat dynamic
equivalence style. The Message Version takes this further by being more
interpretative and paraphrased. The NIV is often preferred for detailed
study, while the Message is favored for devotional reading.



Message Version vs. New Living Translation (NLT)
The NLT is also a thought-for-thought translation aimed at modern readers,
but it remains closer to the original text than the Message Version. The
Message is more free-form and idiomatic, making it unique in tone and style.

Summary of Comparisons

KJV: Formal, traditional, word-for-word

NIV: Balanced, readable, somewhat formal equivalence

NLT: Thought-for-thought, modern, closer to original than Message

Message: Paraphrased, conversational, highly idiomatic

Critiques and Considerations
Despite its popularity, the Message Version of the Bible has received some
critiques, primarily centered on its paraphrased nature. Scholars and
theologians caution readers to use it alongside more literal translations for
study and doctrinal clarity.

Potential Risks of Paraphrasing
Paraphrasing can sometimes oversimplify complex theological concepts or
introduce interpretive bias. This makes it less suitable as a sole source for
in-depth biblical study or doctrinal formulation.

Recommended Usage Practices
Experts recommend using the Message Version as a supplement to more literal
translations rather than a replacement. It is excellent for devotional
reading, gaining fresh perspectives, and encouraging engagement with
scripture.

Target Audience Considerations
The Message Version is particularly beneficial for new Christians, young
readers, and those unfamiliar with traditional biblical language. However,
those seeking precise theological study may find more formal translations
preferable.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Message version of the Bible?
The Message is a contemporary, paraphrased translation of the Bible by Eugene
H. Peterson, designed to make the original meaning more accessible and
relatable in modern language.

Who translated the Message version of the Bible?
The Message Bible was translated and paraphrased by Eugene H. Peterson, an
American pastor and scholar.

How does the Message Bible differ from other
translations?
Unlike traditional word-for-word translations, the Message Bible uses a
thought-for-thought paraphrase approach to convey the Bible's message in
everyday, conversational English.

Is the Message Bible considered accurate?
While the Message Bible is not a literal translation, it is respected for
capturing the essence and tone of the original texts in a fresh and
understandable way, though it is best used alongside more literal
translations.

Can the Message Bible be used for serious Bible
study?
The Message Bible is excellent for devotional reading and gaining fresh
insights but is recommended to be used alongside more literal translations
for in-depth theological study.

When was the Message Bible first published?
The New Testament of the Message Bible was first published in 1993, with the
complete Bible released in 2002.

What audience is the Message Bible intended for?
The Message Bible is intended for readers seeking a more contemporary and
accessible version of the Bible, including those new to the scriptures or
looking for devotional inspiration.



Is the Message Bible available in print and digital
formats?
Yes, the Message Bible is widely available in various print editions and
digital formats, including apps and online platforms.

How does the Message Bible handle difficult or
complex biblical passages?
The Message Bible simplifies complex passages by focusing on the core meaning
and cultural context, using contemporary language to make them easier to
understand.

Can the Message Bible be used in church services or
sermons?
Many pastors and churches use the Message Bible for preaching and teaching to
connect with congregations through modern and relatable language.

Additional Resources
1. The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language
This is the original and most well-known version of The Message Bible,
translated by Eugene H. Peterson. It presents the scriptures in a fresh,
accessible language intended to resonate with modern readers. The translation
aims to capture the tone and original meaning of the biblical texts while
making them engaging and easy to understand. It’s a valuable resource for
both personal devotion and group study.

2. The Message Remix: The Bible in Contemporary Language
A modernized adaptation of the original Message Bible, this version includes
updated language and additional explanations to help clarify complex
passages. It is designed to appeal to younger audiences and those new to the
Bible. The Remix version maintains the conversational style that
characterizes The Message while enhancing readability.

3. The Message Study Bible
This edition pairs the contemporary text of The Message with extensive study
notes, maps, and articles. It provides readers with historical context,
theological insights, and practical applications. The study Bible format
makes it a great tool for those looking to deepen their understanding of
scripture.

4. Message Remix: Psalms and Proverbs
A focused collection from The Message Bible, this book highlights the poetic
and wisdom literature of the Old Testament. The contemporary language brings
new life to these ancient texts, making their messages of faith, wisdom, and
praise accessible today. It’s perfect for readers interested in the poetic



heart of the Bible.

5. The Message New Testament
This edition features Eugene Peterson’s contemporary translation of the New
Testament alone. It provides a fresh perspective on the teachings of Jesus
and the early church. Ideal for readers who want to focus specifically on the
New Testament without the additional material of the full Bible.

6. Living the Message: Daily Devotions from The Bible in Contemporary
Language
A devotional book that uses passages from The Message Bible to inspire daily
reflection and spiritual growth. Each entry includes a scripture excerpt
followed by a meditation or prayer. This book is designed to help readers
apply biblical principles in everyday life.

7. The Message for Youth: Exploring the Bible in Contemporary Language
Tailored for teenagers and young adults, this version combines the
approachable language of The Message with commentary aimed at addressing the
challenges and questions faced by younger readers. It encourages engagement
with scripture through relatable examples and discussion questions.

8. Message Bible Storybook
This adaptation presents key Bible stories from The Message in a narrative
form suitable for children and families. The language is simplified while
maintaining the original’s warmth and clarity. It serves as an excellent
introduction to the Bible for young readers.

9. The Message: Apologetics Edition
This specialized edition uses the contemporary translation of The Message
Bible alongside apologetic commentary and explanations. It is designed to
equip readers with answers to common questions and challenges related to
faith. The book bridges modern language with thoughtful defense of Christian
beliefs.
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