
mary lynn rampolla a pocket guide to
writing in history
Mary Lynn Rampolla's A Pocket Guide to Writing in History is an essential
resource for students, historians, and anyone interested in the craft of
historical writing. This compact guide provides a wealth of information on
the principles of writing in the field of history, making it an invaluable
tool for both novice writers and seasoned scholars. With clear explanations
and practical advice, Rampolla’s guide demystifies the process of writing
history, ensuring that readers can effectively communicate their ideas and
research findings.

Overview of the Guide

Mary Lynn Rampolla’s A Pocket Guide to Writing in History is structured to
help writers understand the unique demands of historical writing. The guide
is divided into several key sections, each addressing different aspects of
the writing process. From the basics of crafting a thesis statement to the
intricacies of citation and formatting, Rampolla covers essential topics in a
concise and accessible manner.

Key Features of the Guide

Concise and Accessible
One of the standout features of Rampolla’s guide is its brevity. Designed to
be a pocket guide, it distills complex concepts into straightforward
language, making it easy for readers to grasp the material quickly. The guide
is organized in a way that allows users to find specific information without
having to wade through lengthy explanations.

Emphasis on Research Skills
Research is a cornerstone of historical writing, and Rampolla emphasizes the
importance of conducting thorough and critical research. The guide provides
tips on how to:

1. Identify credible sources
2. Utilize primary and secondary sources effectively
3. Take useful notes that aid in the writing process

By highlighting these skills, Rampolla prepares readers to engage deeply with



their subjects and to support their arguments with solid evidence.

Thesis Development
A significant focus of the guide is on formulating a strong thesis statement.
Rampolla explains the role of the thesis in historical writing and provides
guidance on how to craft a compelling argument. Key points include:

- The thesis should be specific and arguable.
- It should reflect the writer’s perspective and the main points of the
paper.
- A good thesis leads to a well-structured and coherent argument throughout
the paper.

Rampolla offers examples of effective thesis statements and common pitfalls
to avoid, helping writers refine their ideas before they begin drafting.

Writing Process Insights

Drafting and Revising
Rampolla emphasizes that writing is a process that involves drafting and
revising. She encourages writers to view their first drafts as just
that—drafts. The guide outlines practical steps for revising work, such as:

1. Reviewing the argument for clarity and coherence.
2. Ensuring that evidence supports the thesis.
3. Checking for overall organization and flow.

By breaking down the revision process, Rampolla empowers writers to approach
their work with a critical eye, ultimately leading to more polished final
products.

Style and Clarity
Another critical aspect of Rampolla’s guide is her focus on style and clarity
in writing. Historical writing should not only convey information but also
engage the reader. To achieve this, writers should:

- Use clear and concise language.
- Avoid jargon unless it is necessary and well-defined.
- Vary sentence structure to maintain reader interest.

Rampolla provides examples of good and poor writing practices, illustrating
how stylistic choices can impact the reader’s understanding and enjoyment of
the text.



Citation and Academic Integrity

The Importance of Citation
In the field of history, citing sources is crucial for maintaining academic
integrity and giving credit to original ideas. Rampolla outlines various
citation styles commonly used in historical writing, including:

- Chicago Manual of Style
- MLA (Modern Language Association)
- APA (American Psychological Association)

Each style has its own guidelines for formatting citations, and Rampolla
emphasizes the importance of adhering to the chosen style consistently
throughout the paper.

Avoiding Plagiarism
Rampolla also addresses the critical issue of plagiarism, defining what it is
and explaining how to avoid it. She provides practical tips on:

- Properly paraphrasing and quoting sources.
- Keeping detailed notes on sources to ensure proper attribution.
- Understanding the difference between common knowledge and ideas that
require citation.

By fostering a strong ethic of academic integrity, Rampolla helps writers
appreciate the importance of respecting the work of others.

Writing for Different Audiences

Understanding Your Audience
Historical writing can take various forms, such as research papers, essays,
or articles intended for a broader audience. Rampolla discusses the
importance of considering the audience when writing. Key considerations
include:

- The level of expertise the audience has on the topic.
- The purpose of the writing—whether to inform, persuade, or entertain.
- The appropriate tone and complexity of language based on audience
expectations.

By tailoring writing to the intended audience, authors can enhance engagement
and effectiveness.



Publication and Presentation
Finally, Rampolla offers guidance on how to present and publish historical
writing. This section covers:

1. The submission process for journals and conferences.
2. Preparing presentations for academic settings.
3. Tips on public speaking and engaging with an audience.

By equipping writers with the skills to share their work, Rampolla encourages
the dissemination of historical knowledge beyond the classroom.

Conclusion

Mary Lynn Rampolla's A Pocket Guide to Writing in History is an indispensable
resource for anyone involved in the field of history. Its practical advice,
clear explanations, and emphasis on academic integrity make it a must-have
for students and educators alike. By addressing every aspect of the writing
process—from research and thesis development to citation and audience
awareness—Rampolla provides a comprehensive framework that empowers writers
to communicate their historical insights effectively.

Whether you are a budding historian or an experienced scholar, Rampolla's
guide will serve as a valuable companion in your writing journey, helping you
navigate the complexities of crafting meaningful and impactful historical
narratives. By following the principles outlined in this guide, writers can
contribute to the ongoing conversation about our past, ensuring that history
is not only recorded but also understood and appreciated.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of 'A Pocket Guide to
Writing in History' by Mary Lynn Rampolla?
The primary purpose of the book is to provide students and writers with
practical guidance on how to write effectively in the discipline of history,
covering topics like research, writing style, and citation.

How does Mary Lynn Rampolla address the issue of
plagiarism in her guide?
Rampolla emphasizes the importance of academic integrity and provides clear
strategies for avoiding plagiarism, such as proper citation practices and
paraphrasing techniques.



What unique features does Rampolla include in her
guide to aid student writers?
The guide includes practical tips, examples of effective writing, a glossary
of historical terms, and detailed instructions on how to format citations in
various styles, making it a comprehensive resource for students.

In what ways does 'A Pocket Guide to Writing in
History' support critical thinking in historical
writing?
Rampolla encourages critical thinking by guiding students to analyze sources,
construct arguments, and engage with differing viewpoints, helping them
develop a well-rounded understanding of historical writing.

What kind of audience is 'A Pocket Guide to Writing
in History' intended for?
The book is primarily intended for undergraduate students studying history,
but it can also be a useful resource for anyone interested in improving their
historical writing skills, including graduate students and educators.
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