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Marquez's A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings is a captivating short story that delves into
themes of human nature, faith, and the surreal intersection between the ordinary and the
extraordinary. Written by the acclaimed Colombian author Gabriel García Márquez, this story is a
quintessential example of magical realism, a literary style that blends fantastical elements with
realistic settings. The narrative centers around an old man who appears one day in a small village,
bearing enormous wings and provoking a variety of reactions from the townspeople. This article
explores the key themes, characters, and critical analysis of this thought-provoking tale.

Summary of the Story

In "A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings," Márquez introduces readers to Pelayo and Elisenda, a
married couple who discover an old man with enormous wings washed up in their yard after a storm.
Initially, they are both bewildered and fascinated by the old man, who is covered in dirt and appears
to be a decrepit angel. The couple decides to confine him in a chicken coop, where they begin to
charge curious villagers for the opportunity to see him.

The Transformation of the Old Man

As news of the winged man spreads, various townspeople come to see him. Their reactions range
from awe to ridicule. Some believe he is an angel sent from God, while others think he is a mere
beggar. The old man does not speak or provide any explanations, which adds to the mystique
surrounding him. As time goes on, the initial wonderment turns into exploitation, highlighting the
darker aspects of human nature.

Thematic Analysis

Márquez’s story is rich in themes, each layered with meaning and implications about society,
humanity, and the nature of belief.

Human Nature and Exploitation

One of the most prominent themes in "A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings" is the exploitation of
the vulnerable. The villagers initially treat the old man with fascination, but as time passes, they
become increasingly cruel. They poke fun at him, and in some instances, they even taunt him for their
own amusement. This reflects a broader commentary on how society often exploits those who are
different or less fortunate.



Faith and Belief

The old man’s presence raises questions about faith and the nature of belief. The villagers project
their desires and expectations onto him, hoping for miracles or divine intervention. However, the old
man’s silence and inability to meet their expectations lead to disillusionment. This theme prompts
readers to consider the nature of faith: is it genuine, or is it merely a reflection of human desire?

Character Analysis

The characters in Márquez's story are richly developed, each representing different facets of human
nature.

Pelayo and Elisenda

Pelayo and Elisenda are the primary characters who discover the old man. Initially, they are portrayed
as curious and somewhat empathetic, yet as the story unfolds, their actions reveal their self-interest.
They profit from the old man’s presence while simultaneously showing a lack of genuine care for his
well-being.

The Old Man

The old man serves as a symbol of the extraordinary within the mundane. Despite his enormous
wings, he is treated as an outcast, reflecting society’s tendency to reject what it does not understand.
His character raises questions about the nature of divinity, aging, and the human condition.

Symbolism and Imagery

Márquez employs rich symbolism and vivid imagery, enhancing the story's magical realism.

The Wings

The wings of the old man symbolize both freedom and isolation. While they signify something
extraordinary, they also become a source of his confinement. This duality encapsulates the tension
between aspiration and reality in human existence.

The Chicken Coop

The chicken coop serves as a metaphor for how society confines those it does not understand. Instead



of embracing the old man as a miraculous being, the villagers reduce him to a spectacle, highlighting
their inability to appreciate the extraordinary when it disrupts their mundane lives.

Conclusion

Marquez's A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings is a profound exploration of the human
experience, encapsulating themes of exploitation, faith, and the extraordinary within the ordinary.
Through the story, Márquez invites readers to reflect on their own beliefs, the treatment of the
marginalized, and the complexities of human nature. As the villagers grapple with their perceptions of
the old man, readers are left to ponder their own definitions of the miraculous and the mundane,
ultimately questioning what it means to be human in a world fraught with contradictions.

In summary, Gabriel García Márquez's short story remains relevant today, serving as a lens through
which we can examine our own societal norms and behaviors. By engaging with the narrative, readers
can gain insights into the intricacies of faith, humanity, and the often-overlooked beauty of the
extraordinary that exists in everyday life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'A Very Old Man with
Enormous Wings'?
The main themes include the nature of humanity, the intersection of the mundane and the
miraculous, and the treatment of the other or the outsider. The story explores how people respond to
the unfamiliar and the consequences of their actions.

How does Gabriel Garcia Marquez use magical realism in the
story?
Marquez employs magical realism by blending fantastical elements, like the old man with wings, into
an otherwise ordinary setting. This technique highlights the absurdity of human behavior and
challenges readers to question reality and perception.

What role does the community play in the story?
The community acts as both a source of fascination and cruelty towards the old man. Their treatment
of him reflects their own fears, ignorance, and desire for spectacle, ultimately showcasing the flaws
and moral failings of society.

What is the significance of the old man's wings?
The wings symbolize both the miraculous and the burdensome aspects of existence. They represent
the potential for transcendence and the expectation of extraordinary abilities, juxtaposed against the
old man's frailty and the community's harshness.



How does the story reflect Marquez's view on human nature?
The story reflects Marquez's view that human nature is often self-centered and superficial. It
illustrates how people can be fascinated by the extraordinary yet fail to show compassion, revealing a
deeper commentary on societal values and empathy.
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