mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate
pianist

Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns for the Intermediate Pianist is a collection that has garnered attention
among musicians for its unique blend of traditional hymnody and contemporary jazz influences. Mark
Hayes, an acclaimed composer and arranger, has a knack for transforming well-known hymns into
vibrant jazz interpretations that are accessible to intermediate pianists. This article explores the
significance of these arrangements, the skills required to play them, and tips for mastering the pieces
within this collection.

Understanding the Influence of Mark Hayes

Mark Hayes is a prominent figure in the world of church music and piano performance. His works are
characterized by rich harmonies, engaging rhythms, and a deep understanding of jazz idioms. Hayes
has composed and arranged a wide variety of music, but his jazz hymns stand out for several
reasons:

¢ Accessibility: Designed for intermediate pianists, these arrangements are approachable
without sacrificing musicality.

e Variety: The collection includes a diverse range of hymns, making it suitable for various
worship settings and personal enjoyment.

e Educational Value: Playing these pieces helps develop essential jazz skills, including swing
feel, syncopation, and chord voicings.

The Structure of the Collection

Hayes' jazz hymns are typically structured to provide a clear framework for performance while
allowing room for personal expression. Here’'s what you can expect when diving into this collection:

1. Arrangement Style

The arrangements often feature:

- Melodic Variations: The original hymn melodies are frequently embellished with jazz-inflected
rhythms and harmonies.

- Extended Chords: Jazz harmonization techniques are employed, such as seventh, ninth, and even
thirteenth chords, which add depth and richness.

- Improvisational Sections: Some arrangements include spaces for improvisation, encouraging pianists



to explore their creativity.

2. Musical Elements

When working through the pieces, pianists will encounter several key musical elements that define
the jazz style:

- Swing Feel: This rhythmic approach is fundamental to jazz and is reflected in the notation,
encouraging a laid-back, groovy performance style.

- Syncopation: Unexpected accents and off-beat rhythms are used to create interest and excitement
in the music.

- Call and Response: This technique can often be found within the arrangements, mimicking the
conversational style of jazz ensembles.

Skills Developed Through Hayes' Jazz Hymns

Playing Mark Hayes' jazz hymns is not just about interpreting the music; it's also an opportunity to
develop various skills that are crucial for any pianist, especially those interested in jazz.

1. Improvisation Skills

Improvisation is a cornerstone of jazz. By practicing Hayes’ arrangements, pianists can gain
confidence in their ability to:

- Create Melodic Lines: Developing a personal touch by improvising variations on the hymn melodies.
- Experiment with Chords: Using different chord voicings and extensions to add color to the music.

2. Rhythmic Flexibility

Jazz music often requires a different approach to rhythm compared to classical styles. Pianists will
learn to:

- Swing Rhythms: Mastering the feel of swing, where the first note of a pair is longer than the second,

creating a bouncy rhythm.
- Syncopated Patterns: Emphasizing off-beats and creating anticipation in the music.

3. Harmonic Understanding

The use of extended and altered chords in Hayes' arrangements enhances a pianist’s harmonic
vocabulary. This helps with:



- Chord Recognition: Identifying and playing complex chords and progressions.
- Transposing Skills: The ability to move musical ideas to different keys, a valuable skill in jazz
performance.

Tips for Practicing Hayes' Jazz Hymns

To effectively learn and perform Mark Hayes' jazz hymns, consider the following practice strategies:

1. Start Slow: Begin by playing the pieces at a slower tempo. Focus on accuracy and feel before
increasing the speed.

2. Isolate Sections: Break down the music into smaller chunks. Work on difficult measures or
phrases separately before combining them.

3. Use a Metronome: Practicing with a metronome can help you maintain a steady pulse and
develop a consistent swing feel.

4. Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your playing can provide insight into areas for
improvement and help track progress.

5. Explore Improvisation: Spend time improvising on the chord progressions used in the hymns.
This will enhance your understanding of the harmonic structure.

Conclusion

Mark Hayes' jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist offer an exceptional opportunity to explore the
fusion of traditional hymn tunes with the improvisational spirit of jazz. These arrangements not only
provide a fresh perspective on beloved hymns but also serve as a valuable resource for developing
musicianship skills. From cultivating improvisation abilities to enhancing rhythmic and harmonic
understanding, the collection is a treasure trove for any pianist looking to deepen their engagement
with music.

Whether you are preparing for a church service, a community event, or simply enjoying the music in a
personal setting, Mark Hayes' jazz hymns are sure to enrich your piano repertoire and inspire your
musical journey. As you dive into these arrangements, embrace the creativity and freedom that jazz
offers, and enjoy the process of making music that resonates both with the heart and the soul.

Frequently Asked Questions



What makes Mark Hayes' jazz hymns suitable for intermediate
pianists?
Mark Hayes' jazz hymns often feature accessible melodies and harmonies that are designed for

intermediate skill levels, allowing pianists to explore jazz styles without overwhelming technical
challenges.

Are there specific techniques emphasized in Mark Hayes' jazz
hymns for intermediate players?

Yes, Hayes emphasizes techniques such as syncopation, swing rhythms, and improvisational
elements, helping intermediate pianists develop their jazz playing skills while still being grounded in
traditional hymn structures.

Can Mark Hayes' jazz hymns be used in church services?

Absolutely! Many of Hayes' jazz hymns are arranged to retain the spiritual essence of traditional
hymns, making them perfect for use in church services while adding a contemporary jazz flavor.

What are some popular pieces from Mark Hayes' jazz hymns
collection?

Some popular pieces include 'Amazing Grace,' '"How Great Thou Art,' and 'It Is Well with My Soul," all of
which are reimagined with a jazz twist that is engaging for both the pianist and the congregation.

Is there a recommended practice approach for intermediate
pianists learning Hayes' jazz hymns?

Intermediate pianists should focus on mastering the melody first, then gradually incorporate the jazz
harmonies and rhythms. Practicing hands separately and using a metronome can also be beneficial in
developing a solid jazz feel.
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