
marie clay running records for
classroom teachers
Marie Clay running records are a powerful assessment tool for classroom
teachers aimed at evaluating students' reading abilities. Developed by
renowned educator Marie Clay, these records provide a comprehensive method
for tracking student progress and understanding their reading behaviors. This
article will explore the purpose, process, and benefits of using running
records in the classroom, as well as practical tips for implementation.

Understanding Running Records

Running records are systematic observations of a student’s reading behaviors
during a one-on-one reading session. They involve the teacher listening to
the student read aloud a portion of text while noting errors, self-
corrections, and strategies used. This data helps teachers analyze a
student’s reading level, identify specific strengths and weaknesses, and
tailor instruction to meet individual needs.

Purpose of Running Records

The primary purposes of running records include:

1. Assessing Reading Levels: Running records help determine a student's
independent, instructional, and frustration reading levels, which are
essential for selecting appropriate texts.

2. Monitoring Progress: By conducting running records periodically, teachers
can track a student’s reading development over time, allowing for adjustments
in instruction as necessary.

3. Identifying Reading Strategies: Teachers can observe how students approach
reading tasks, including decoding strategies, comprehension skills, and their
ability to self-monitor.

4. Informing Instruction: The insights gained from running records can guide
lesson planning and provide targeted interventions for struggling readers.

The Process of Conducting Running Records

Implementing running records in the classroom involves a series of steps to
ensure effective and accurate assessment.



Step 1: Selecting Text

Choose a text that is appropriate for the student's reading level. Typically,
it should be one that the student can read independently or with minimal
support. Text should be engaging and relevant to the student's interests to
promote motivation.

Step 2: Preparing for the Session

- Gather Materials: Ensure you have the text, recording sheets, and any
necessary tools (e.g., a stopwatch, highlighters).
- Create a Comfortable Environment: Minimize distractions to help the student
focus on reading.

Step 3: Conducting the Reading Session

1. Introduce the Text: Briefly discuss the text with the student to activate
prior knowledge and set a purpose for reading.

2. Start the Reading: Ask the student to read the text aloud while you record
their reading behaviors on the running record sheet.

3. Make Observations: Note any errors, self-corrections, and the use of
reading strategies. Pay attention to the following:
- Accuracy: Count the number of words read correctly versus incorrectly.
- Fluency: Observe the student's pace, expression, and phrasing.
- Comprehension: Be ready to ask questions post-reading to gauge
understanding.

Step 4: Analyzing the Data

After the reading session, analyze the recorded data to determine the
following:

- Reading Level: Calculate the accuracy percentage to categorize the
student’s reading level.
- Error Patterns: Identify common types of errors (e.g., mispronunciations,
omissions) to understand the student's reading challenges.
- Strategy Use: Note the strategies employed by the student, such as sounding
out words, using context clues, or re-reading.



Step 5: Planning Instruction

Use the information gathered to inform your teaching practices. This may
include:
- Selecting appropriate texts for guided reading sessions.
- Creating small groups for targeted instruction based on similar needs.
- Providing specific feedback to students to encourage strategy development.

Benefits of Using Running Records

Implementing running records in the classroom offers numerous advantages for
both teachers and students.

For Teachers

- Data-Driven Decision Making: Running records offer concrete data that can
guide instructional choices and interventions.
- Professional Development: Conducting regular assessments enhances teachers'
understanding of reading processes and strategies.
- Targeted Instruction: Teachers can personalize learning experiences based
on individual student data, increasing overall effectiveness.

For Students

- Personalized Learning: Students receive instruction tailored to their
specific reading needs, which can boost confidence and motivation.
- Improved Reading Skills: Regular assessment and targeted instruction can
lead to significant growth in reading abilities.
- Increased Engagement: When students are reading at their instructional
level, they are more likely to enjoy and engage with texts.

Challenges and Considerations

While running records are a valuable tool, there are challenges to consider:

- Time-Consuming: Conducting running records for each student can be time-
intensive. Teachers may need to balance this with other classroom
responsibilities.

- Training Required: Effective use of running records requires training to
ensure accurate data collection and analysis.



- Student Anxiety: Some students may feel anxious or pressured during one-on-
one assessments. Creating a supportive environment is crucial.

Best Practices for Implementing Running Records

To maximize the effectiveness of running records, consider the following best
practices:

1. Schedule Regular Assessments: Conduct running records at regular intervals
(e.g., monthly) to monitor progress effectively.

2. Use a Variety of Texts: Expose students to different genres and text types
to develop diverse reading skills.

3. Engage in Reflective Practice: After conducting running records, reflect
on what worked well and what could be improved for future sessions.

4. Involve Students: Share results with students and involve them in setting
personal reading goals to foster ownership of their learning.

5. Collaborate with Colleagues: Share insights and strategies with fellow
educators to enhance the implementation of running records across the school.

Conclusion

Marie Clay running records are an essential assessment tool for classroom
teachers, providing valuable insights into students' reading abilities and
informing instruction. By systematically observing reading behaviors and
analyzing data, teachers can create personalized learning experiences that
foster growth and engagement in reading. Despite the challenges, with careful
planning and implementation, running records can significantly enhance the
reading instruction process and contribute to student success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Marie Clay Running Records?
Marie Clay Running Records are a systematic method for assessing a student's
reading behavior and fluency by recording their oral reading of a text,
allowing teachers to identify reading levels and instructional needs.

How do you conduct a Running Record in the



classroom?
To conduct a Running Record, select an appropriate text for the student, have
them read it aloud while you record their errors, self-corrections, and
fluency, and then analyze the data to determine their reading level and
strategies.

What are the key components to analyze in Running
Records?
Key components to analyze include accuracy rate, types of errors (e.g.,
substitution, omission), self-corrections, and overall fluency, which
together provide insights into a student's reading proficiency and
strategies.

How can Running Records inform instruction?
Running Records help teachers tailor their instruction by identifying a
student's reading level, strengths, and areas for improvement, allowing for
targeted interventions and appropriate text selection.

What are some common challenges teachers face with
Running Records?
Common challenges include time constraints for conducting assessments,
accurately recording data without interrupting the student, and analyzing
results in a way that informs effective instruction.

How often should teachers conduct Running Records?
Teachers should conduct Running Records regularly, typically every 4-6 weeks,
to monitor student progress and adjust instruction as needed, though
frequency may vary based on individual student needs.

What resources are available for teachers new to
Running Records?
Resources for teachers include professional development workshops, online
tutorials, books by Marie Clay, and various assessment tools and templates
that guide the Running Record process and data analysis.
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