
make a ten to add worksheet

make a ten to add worksheet is an essential educational tool designed to help
young learners master the foundational math strategy of making ten to
simplify addition. This technique encourages students to break down numbers
to reach a sum of ten before adding the remainder, enhancing mental math
skills and number sense. In this article, the focus is on creating effective
make a ten to add worksheets that cater to various learning styles and grade
levels. The article covers the benefits of using these worksheets, key
components to include, and practical tips for educators and parents to
optimize their use. Additionally, several examples and activity ideas are
provided to illustrate how to design engaging and comprehensive materials. By
the end, readers will understand how a make a ten to add worksheet can be a
powerful resource for developing arithmetic fluency and confidence.
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Understanding the Make a Ten Strategy
The make a ten strategy is a fundamental addition method that helps students
simplify addition problems by creating a sum of ten first. This approach
involves decomposing numbers so that one addend complements the other to
reach ten, making mental calculations faster and more intuitive. For example,
when adding 8 + 5, students can break down 5 into 2 and 3, add 8 and 2 to
make 10, then add the remaining 3 to get 13. Understanding this strategy is
crucial for building a strong number sense and lays the groundwork for more
advanced arithmetic operations.

How Make a Ten Works
Make a ten works by leveraging the base-ten number system to simplify
addition. Students identify how much is needed to reach ten from one of the
addends and then adjust the other addend accordingly. This process reduces
cognitive load and encourages flexible thinking about numbers. It is



particularly useful for sums involving numbers close to ten, as it transforms
a potentially complex addition into a simpler problem.

Common Examples in Early Math Education
Typical examples of the make a ten strategy include problems such as 7 + 6, 9
+ 4, or 8 + 5, where one number is close to ten. Early math curricula often
introduce this concept through visual aids like number bonds, ten frames, or
manipulatives, reinforcing the concept of partitioning numbers to reach ten.
These examples help students internalize the strategy, making mental math
more accessible.

Benefits of Using Make a Ten to Add Worksheets
Make a ten to add worksheets provide structured practice for mastering this
vital addition strategy. These worksheets offer numerous educational benefits
that support both conceptual understanding and skill development in young
learners. Utilizing targeted worksheets helps in reinforcing the make a ten
technique, promoting accuracy and speed in addition tasks.

Enhances Number Sense and Mental Math
Consistent practice with make a ten worksheets deepens students’
understanding of number relationships and patterns. It encourages mental
computation by shifting from rote memorization to strategic problem-solving.
This enhancement in number sense is critical for success in mathematics
beyond simple addition.

Builds Confidence and Reduces Math Anxiety
By breaking down addition into manageable steps, make a ten worksheets help
students approach math problems with confidence. The clear, methodical
process reduces frustration and anxiety often associated with math learning,
fostering a positive attitude towards the subject.

Supports Differentiated Instruction
These worksheets can be adapted to suit different skill levels and learning
styles. Educators can modify problems to increase complexity or incorporate
visual aids for learners who benefit from concrete representations. This
flexibility makes make a ten to add worksheets valuable in diverse
educational settings.



Key Elements of an Effective Make a Ten to Add
Worksheet
Creating an effective make a ten to add worksheet requires careful
consideration of its design elements to maximize educational impact. The
worksheet should provide clear instructions, varied problem types, and
opportunities for both guided and independent practice.

Clear Instructions and Examples
Each worksheet should begin with concise directions that explain the make a
ten strategy in simple terms. Including a few worked examples helps students
understand the process before attempting problems independently. Visual aids
such as number bonds or ten frames can clarify the concept further.

Variety of Problem Formats
An effective worksheet incorporates diverse problem types, including fill-in-
the-blank, multiple-choice, and open-ended addition problems. This variety
keeps learners engaged and encourages them to apply the make a ten strategy
in different contexts, reinforcing their understanding.

Progressive Difficulty Levels
Problems should be organized from easy to more challenging to build
confidence and gradually increase the cognitive demand. Starting with sums
close to ten and advancing to larger numbers helps scaffold learning
effectively.

Designing Engaging Activities for Different
Learners
Engagement is key to effective learning, and make a ten to add worksheets can
incorporate various activities that cater to different learner preferences.
Incorporating hands-on and visual elements enhances comprehension and
retention.

Using Visual Aids and Manipulatives
Visual aids such as ten frames, counters, and number lines can be integrated
into worksheets to support visual learners. Manipulatives allow kinesthetic
learners to physically represent numbers, making abstract concepts more
concrete and understandable.



Interactive and Collaborative Exercises
Group activities and partner exercises encourage discussion and peer
learning. Worksheets can include prompts for students to explain their
thinking or solve problems together, fostering communication skills alongside
math proficiency.

Incorporating Real-World Contexts
Contextualizing problems within everyday scenarios, such as shopping or
sharing objects, makes learning relevant and meaningful. This approach helps
students see the practical application of the make a ten strategy and
maintains motivation.

Tips for Implementing Make a Ten Worksheets in
the Classroom
Effective integration of make a ten to add worksheets into teaching requires
strategic planning and instructional techniques. These tips assist educators
in maximizing the benefits of these learning tools.

Introduce the Concept with Demonstrations
Begin lessons with teacher-led demonstrations using visual aids to model the
make a ten strategy. This initial exposure prepares students for independent
practice with worksheets.

Encourage Consistent Practice and Review
Regular use of worksheets helps reinforce the strategy and build fluency.
Scheduling brief, frequent practice sessions is more effective than
occasional, lengthy ones. Review previous worksheets to ensure retention over
time.

Provide Feedback and Support
Monitor student progress and offer immediate feedback to correct
misunderstandings. Differentiated support should be available for learners
who struggle, including additional practice or alternative instructional
methods.



Examples of Make a Ten to Add Worksheet
Activities
Several activity formats can be used in make a ten to add worksheets to
enhance learning and engagement. These examples illustrate practical ways to
apply the strategy effectively.

Fill-in-the-Blank Problems: Students complete addition sentences by
filling in missing numbers to make ten, such as 7 + __ = 10, then add
the remainder.

Number Bond Diagrams: Worksheets include number bonds where students
decompose numbers to reach ten and then add the leftover part.

Ten Frame Coloring: Students use ten frames to visualize numbers, color
sections to complete ten, and then determine the sum.

Word Problems: Real-life scenarios requiring the make a ten strategy
encourage application beyond abstract numbers.

Matching Exercises: Students match addition problems with their make a
ten decompositions or sums.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 'make a ten to add' worksheet?
A 'make a ten to add' worksheet is a math practice sheet designed to help
students learn how to add numbers by first making a group of ten, which
simplifies addition and improves mental math skills.

How does making a ten help with addition?
Making a ten helps with addition by breaking down numbers into parts that sum
to ten, which is easier to add mentally, and then adding the remainder,
making addition faster and more efficient.

Who can benefit from using 'make a ten to add'
worksheets?
Young learners, especially those in early elementary grades such as first and
second grade, can benefit from 'make a ten to add' worksheets as they are
developing foundational addition skills.



Are there digital versions of 'make a ten to add'
worksheets available?
Yes, many educational websites and apps offer digital versions of 'make a ten
to add' worksheets that include interactive elements to engage students in
practicing this addition strategy.

Can 'make a ten to add' worksheets be customized for
different skill levels?
Yes, these worksheets can be customized by adjusting the difficulty of the
numbers involved, such as using smaller numbers for beginners or larger
numbers to challenge advanced learners.

What are some tips for teachers using 'make a ten to
add' worksheets in the classroom?
Teachers should introduce the concept with visual aids, model the strategy
step-by-step, provide plenty of practice opportunities, and encourage
students to explain their thinking to reinforce understanding.

Additional Resources
1. Ten Black Dots
This charming picture book by Donald Crews uses simple illustrations and
counting exercises to explore the number ten. Children count black dots on
various objects and learn how they combine to make ten. It’s a perfect
introduction to the concept of making ten with visual and engaging examples.

2. Making Ten: A Counting Book
This colorful counting book introduces young learners to the idea of making
ten through fun and relatable objects like animals, toys, and fruits. It
encourages children to add numbers together in a way that is easy to
understand and visually appealing. The book is designed to build foundational
math skills while keeping kids engaged.

3. Ten Apples Up On Top!
Written by Dr. Seuss, this playful story features characters balancing apples
on their heads, encouraging counting and addition up to ten. The rhythmic
text and humorous illustrations make learning to add to ten a fun experience.
It’s a great resource for reinforcing the concept of making ten in an
entertaining way.

4. How Do You Make Ten?
This interactive book guides children through various ways to combine numbers
to make ten, using everyday objects and scenarios. It offers simple addition
problems and encourages kids to think critically about number combinations.
The engaging questions and visuals support hands-on learning.



5. Ten Little Fish
In this delightful counting book, children follow ten little fish as they
swim and explore underwater. Each page shows how different groups of fish add
up to ten, helping kids visualize addition and the making ten concept. The
aquatic theme adds an extra layer of excitement to early math learning.

6. Make Ten, Take Ten
This book introduces strategies for making ten using addition and subtraction
in a game-like format. It helps children understand how numbers can be
rearranged to reach ten, fostering mental math skills. The playful approach
makes it easy for kids to grasp and practice making ten.

7. Ten in the Bed
Based on the classic nursery rhyme, this book features ten characters in a
bed, with each page showing one fewer as they fall out. It’s a fun way to
introduce counting backward and the concept of subtracting from ten. The
repetitive structure supports memorization and understanding of number bonds
to ten.

8. Building Ten
This book uses building blocks as a metaphor to teach children how numbers
combine to make ten. It offers practical examples and visual aids that help
kids see the parts that make up the whole number ten. The hands-on concept
makes abstract addition more concrete and understandable.

9. Ten Friends
In this story, ten animal friends gather and form different groups,
demonstrating how numbers add up to ten. The narrative encourages children to
explore various combinations and understand the flexibility of numbers. The
friendly characters and relatable scenarios make learning to make ten
enjoyable and accessible.
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