MAJOR TURNING POINTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY

MAJOR TURNING POINTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY HAVE SHAPED THE NATION INTO WHAT IT IS TODAY, INFLUENCING ITS POLITICAL
LANDSCAPE, SOCIAL FABRIC, AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURE. THESE PIVOTAL MOMENTS NOT ONLY DEFINED THE COURSE OF THE
UNITED STATES BUT ALSO HAD LASTING IMPACTS ON THE WORLD STAGE. FROM THE FOUNDING OF THE NATION TO THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MOVEMENT, EACH TURNING POINT REFLECTS THE STRUGGLES, ACHIEVEMENTS, AND EVOLVING IDENTITY OF THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE.

THE AMERICAN RevoLuTion (1775-1783)

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION WAS A MONUMENTAL TURNING POINT THAT LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR THE UNITED STATES AS AN
INDEPENDENT NATION. GROWING DISCONTENT WITH BRITISH RULE, FUELED BY ISSUES SUCH AS TAXATION WITHOUT
REPRESENTATION, LED TO ARMED CONFLICT BETWEEN COLONISTS AND BRITISH TROOPS.

Key EVENTS

- 1775: THe BATTLES OF LEXINGTON AND CONCORD MARKED THE START OF ARMED CONFLICT.

- 1776: THe DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, AUTHORED BY THOMAS JEFFERSON, WAS ADOPTED ON JULY 4, SIGNALING THE
COLONIES’ INTENT TO BREAK FREE FROM BRITISH RULE.

- 178 1: THE BRITISH SURRENDER AT Y ORKTOWN EFFECTIVELY ENDED MAJOR MILITARY OPERATIONS.

- 1783: THE TREATY OF PARIS WAS SIGNED, OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZING AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE.

THE REVOLUTION ESTABLISHED FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRACY AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, WHICH WOULD BE ECHOED IN
FUTURE CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENTS.

THE CONSTITUTION AND BILL ofF RiGHTs (1787-1791)

FoLLowING INDEPENDENCE, THE NEED FOR A STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT BECAME APPARENT. THE ARTICLES OF
CONFEDERATION PROVED INEFFECTIVE, LEADING TO THE CoNsTITUTIONAL CONVENTION IN 1787,

Key DEVELOPMENTS

- THE CONSTITUTION: RATIFIED IN 1788, IT CREATED A FEDERAL SYSTEM WITH CHECKS AND BALANCES.
- THe BiLL oF RIGHTS: RATIFIED IN 179 1, THESE FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS GUARANTEED ESSENTIAL CIVIL LIBERTIES AND RIGHTS.

THIS PERIOD NOT ONLY SOLIDIFIED THE FRAMEWORK OF AMERICAN GOVERNANCE BUT ALSO SET IMPORTANT PRECEDENTS FOR
CIVIL RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES.

THe CiviL WaAR (1861-1865)

THE CIvIL W AR WAS A DEFINING CONFLICT THAT CENTERED ON ISSUES OF SLAVERY, STATES’ RIGHTS, AND NATIONAL UNITY.
THE WAR RESULTED IN SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CHANGES IN THE UNITED STATES.

CAUSES oF THE W AR

1. SLAVERY: THE MORAL AND ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS OF SLAVERY CREATED DEEP DIVISIONS BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH.
2. STATES RIGHTS: SOUTHERN STATES BELIEVED THAT THEY HAD THE RIGHT TO GOVERN THEMSELVES AND MAKE THEIR OWN



LAWS, INCLUDING THOSE REGARDING SLAVERY.
3. ELECTION oF ABRAHAM LINCOLN: HIS ELECTION IN 1860/ VIEWED AS A THREAT TO SLAVERY, PROMPTED SEVERAL
SOUTHERN STATES TO SECEDE FROM THE UNION.

Key EVENTS

- 1863: THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION DECLARED FREEDOM FOR SLAVES IN CONFEDERATE STATES.

- 1865: THe UNION'S VICTORY LED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY THROUGH
THE 13TH AMENDMENT.

THe CIvIL W AR NOT ONLY ENDED SLAVERY BUT ALSO SET THE STAGE FOR FUTURE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS.



