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main characters of the canterville ghost by oscar wilde form the foundation of Oscar Wilde’s renowned
novella, "The Canterville Ghost." This literary work intricately blends elements of comedy, gothic fiction,
and social satire through its carefully crafted characters. Understanding the personalities, backgrounds, and
roles of these main characters provides valuable insight into the story’s themes and Wilde’s critique of
Victorian society. The novella revolves around the American Otis family and the ghost Sir Simon de
Canterville, whose interactions drive the narrative forward. This article explores the main characters of the
Canterville Ghost by Oscar Wilde in detail, examining their traits, significance, and development
throughout the story. A comprehensive analysis of these characters reveals the underlying humor and
moral lessons Wilde intended to convey.

Overview of the Otis Family

Sir Simon de Canterville: The Ghost

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

Thematic Significance of the Main Characters

Overview of the Otis Family
The Otis family plays a central role in the narrative and represents the pragmatic, modern American
perspective juxtaposed against the old-world British setting. This family comprises several members, each
with distinct personalities that contribute to the story’s dynamic interaction with the supernatural elements
of Canterville Chase.

Mr. Hiram B. Otis
Mr. Hiram B. Otis is the American minister who purchases Canterville Chase despite warnings of its
haunted reputation. Portrayed as pragmatic, confident, and somewhat skeptical, Mr. Otis embodies the
rational and utilitarian mindset of late 19th-century America. His refusal to be intimidated by the ghost
symbolizes the clash between modernity and tradition. He is protective of his family but also firm in his
belief that superstition has no place in his life.



Mrs. Lucretia Otis
Mrs. Lucretia Otis is Mr. Otis’s wife and represents the practical and no-nonsense matron of the family. She
is often dismissive of ghostly fears and exhibits a candid, straightforward attitude. Her reactions to the
haunting tend to be humorous, as she frequently offers remedies for the ghost’s mischief, such as using
"Tammany Rising Sun Lubricator" to treat the ghost’s bloodstains. Mrs. Otis’s character adds a comedic
element to the story and highlights the family's resilience.

The Otis Children: Washington, Virginia, and the Twins
The Otis children each bring unique qualities that shape their interaction with the ghost and the narrative
as a whole.

Washington Otis: Often skeptical and pragmatic like his father, Washington is a young boy who
initially tries to confront the ghost but quickly adapts to the strange occurrences with a blend of
humor and practicality.

Virginia Otis: The most empathetic and sensitive member of the family, Virginia plays a pivotal role
in the story. Her compassion and kindness eventually lead to the ghost’s redemption, making her
essential to the novella’s resolution.

The Otis Twins: These mischievous boys contribute to the lighthearted tone of the story. Their
playful antics and fearless attitude towards the ghost often complicate the haunting but also provide
comic relief.

Sir Simon de Canterville: The Ghost
Sir Simon de Canterville is the titular ghost and one of the most memorable characters in Wilde’s novella.
His presence is central to the plot and themes, embodying the traditional gothic ghost archetype while also
subverting it through humor and humanization.

Background and Personality
Sir Simon is a centuries-old ghost bound to Canterville Chase due to a tragic and violent past. His backstory
involves betrayal and murder, which results in his eternal haunting of the estate. Despite his frightening
history and ghostly activities, Sir Simon is portrayed with depth and complexity. He is both a source of
terror and sympathy, as his loneliness and desire for peace emerge as key facets of his character.



Role in the Story and Interaction with the Otis Family
Unlike typical ghost stories where the spirit instills fear, Sir Simon faces ridicule and practical resistance
from the Otis family. His attempts to frighten them repeatedly fail, often leading to humorous situations.
Over time, the ghost’s relationship with the family, especially with Virginia Otis, evolves from antagonistic
to redemptive. This transformation highlights themes of forgiveness, compassion, and the clash of cultural
values.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles
In addition to the Otis family and Sir Simon, several supporting characters enrich the narrative and
contribute to the development of the main characters of the Canterville Ghost by Oscar Wilde.

Lord Canterville
Lord Canterville is the English nobleman who owns the estate before selling it to the Otis family. He
symbolizes the traditional British aristocracy and its attachment to heritage and superstition. His character
contrasts with the Otis family’s modern outlook and sets the stage for the clash between old and new
worldviews.

The Butler and Other Servants
The servants of Canterville Chase, including the butler, play minor yet significant roles. They often
express fear and superstition about the ghost, representing the lingering belief in the supernatural among
the working class. Their reactions also emphasize the Otis family’s unusual response to the haunting,
further highlighting cultural differences.

Other Minor Characters
Additional minor characters, such as the ghost’s confessor and other historical figures mentioned in the
story, provide context and background that deepen the understanding of Sir Simon’s curse and the history
of Canterville Chase.

Thematic Significance of the Main Characters
The main characters of the Canterville Ghost by Oscar Wilde serve not only as participants in the plot but
also as vehicles for exploring key themes such as cultural clash, redemption, and the nature of fear.



Cultural Clash and Modernity vs. Tradition
The Otis family’s pragmatic American attitudes sharply contrast with the traditional British setting and the
supernatural elements embodied by Sir Simon and the estate. This clash is central to the story’s humor and
social commentary, using characters to illustrate differing worldviews.

Redemption and Compassion
Virginia Otis’s compassion towards Sir Simon highlights the possibility of forgiveness and redemption. Her
kindness ultimately frees the ghost from his torment, underscoring the novella’s moral dimension and the
transformative power of empathy.

The Nature of Fear and Humor
The characters demonstrate varying responses to fear, from outright skepticism to playful defiance. Wilde
uses these reactions to satirize traditional ghost stories and to blend horror with comedy, making the
characters essential to the story’s unique tone.

Summary of Main Characters’ Traits

Mr. Otis: Rational, protective, pragmatic

Mrs. Otis: Practical, humorous, resilient

Washington Otis: Skeptical, brave, humorous

Virginia Otis: Compassionate, empathetic, pivotal

Sir Simon: Haunted, tragic, seeking peace

Lord Canterville: Traditional, aristocratic, superstitious

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is the main protagonist in 'The Canterville Ghost' by Oscar Wilde?
The main protagonist is the Otis family, particularly Mr. Hiram B. Otis, an American minister who moves
into Canterville Chase.

What role does Sir Simon de Canterville play in the story?
Sir Simon de Canterville is the ghost haunting Canterville Chase, and he is one of the central characters as
the story revolves around his attempts to frighten the new American occupants.

How does Virginia Otis contribute to the story in 'The Canterville Ghost'?
Virginia Otis, the daughter of the Otis family, is a compassionate and brave character who ultimately helps
Sir Simon find peace and redemption.

What is unique about Mr. Hiram B. Otis’s reaction to the ghost?
Mr. Otis is skeptical and practical; instead of being scared, he offers the ghost lubricating oil for his chains
and treats the haunting with humor and pragmatism.

How does the character of Mrs. Otis differ from traditional ghost story
victims?
Mrs. Otis is fearless and unflappable, showing no fear of the ghost and often dismissing the supernatural
events with rational explanations.

What is the significance of the twins in 'The Canterville Ghost'?
The Otis twins are mischievous and playful, and they often play pranks on Sir Simon, which adds a
humorous element to the story and challenges the ghost’s attempts to scare the family.

Additional Resources
1. The Ghost of Canterville
This book delves into the life and experiences of Sir Simon de Canterville, the ghost haunting Canterville
Chase. It explores his tragic past, the curse that binds him to the estate, and his interactions with the new
American family. The story offers a deeper understanding of his character beyond the humorous tone of
Wilde’s original tale.

2. Virginia Otis: The Heart of Canterville
Focusing on Virginia Otis, the compassionate and brave daughter of the Otis family, this novel highlights
her role in breaking the ghost’s curse. It examines her empathy and courage in facing the supernatural, as



well as her journey of growth and understanding. The narrative provides insight into her inner strength
and kindness.

3. Chilling Chronicles of Mr. Otis
This book centers on Hiram B. Otis, the pragmatic and witty American minister who moves his family into
Canterville Chase. It portrays his skepticism towards the ghost and the humorous clashes between
American modernity and British tradition. The story also reflects on his role as a father and husband amidst
the eerie happenings.

4. Mrs. Otis and the Haunted Manor
A tale from the perspective of Mrs. Otis, the practical and down-to-earth mother in the Otis family. It
explores her reactions to the ghostly events and her efforts to maintain normalcy in the household. The
narrative also touches on her relationship with her children and her subtle influence on the family’s
dynamics.

5. Washington Otis: A Boy’s Ghostly Adventure
This book follows Washington Otis, the mischievous young son of the Otis family, as he encounters the
ghost in his own unique way. Filled with humor and childhood curiosity, the story captures his fearless
antics and imaginative approach to the supernatural. It highlights the innocence and playful spirit of youth
amidst eerie circumstances.

6. The Twins of Canterville Chase
Focusing on the twin children of the Otis family, this novel showcases their lively personalities and
boldness in dealing with the ghost. Their teamwork and cheeky behavior often complicate and lighten the
haunting experience. The story emphasizes sibling bonds and youthful exuberance in the face of fear.

7. The Butler’s Secret: A Canterville Tale
This book reveals the perspective of the estate’s long-serving butler, who has witnessed generations of
ghostly events. It uncovers hidden secrets of Canterville Chase and the ghost’s history through his eyes.
The narrative provides a grounded and insightful viewpoint within the supernatural setting.

8. Lady Canterville’s Legacy
A historical novel about Lady Canterville, the wife of Sir Simon, whose story is intertwined with the
ghost’s tragic fate. It explores themes of love, loss, and sacrifice that contribute to the haunting of Canterville
Chase. The book enriches the background and emotional depth of the ghost’s character.

9. The Ghost’s Redemption
This novel follows Sir Simon’s journey toward redemption and peace after centuries of haunting. It delves
into his reflections, regrets, and the transformative power of forgiveness. The story culminates in a
poignant resolution that ties together the ghost’s past and the Otis family’s influence.
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