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Lynda La Plante Above Suspicion is a captivating crime drama that has garnered attention for its
gripping narrative and complex characters. Based on the novel of the same name, this work
exemplifies La Plante's signature style, blending intricate plotting with a thorough exploration of the
human psyche. In this article, we will delve into the themes, characters, and impact of "Above
Suspicion," while also examining Lynda La Plante's significant contributions to the genre of crime
fiction.

Understanding the Plot

"Above Suspicion" centers around the tumultuous and often dangerous world of police work, focusing
on the story of a dedicated detective, Anna Travis. The narrative unfolds as Anna is assigned to
investigate a high-profile murder case involving a glamorous actress who has been killed in her home.
The investigation quickly spirals into a web of deceit, corruption, and betrayal, forcing Anna to
navigate through the murky waters of law enforcement and personal relationships.

Key Plot Points

The story is filled with numerous twists and turns, including:

The Murder Investigation: The murder of the actress serves as the catalyst for the plot,1.
drawing Anna into a high-stakes investigation.

Character Relationships: The dynamics between Anna and her colleagues, as well as her2.
personal life, play a crucial role in the unfolding drama.

Revelations and Confrontations: As the investigation progresses, shocking revelations about3.
the victim and those around her come to light, heightening the tension.

Conclusion: The resolution of the case provides a satisfying yet thought-provoking ending,4.
leaving readers questioning the true nature of justice.

Character Development

One of the hallmarks of Lynda La Plante's writing is her ability to create multi-dimensional characters
that resonate with readers. In "Above Suspicion," the characters are not merely archetypes but are
instead fleshed out with their own motivations, flaws, and complexities.



Anna Travis

Anna Travis is a compelling protagonist whose journey is central to the narrative. She is portrayed as
a strong, determined detective who struggles with the expectations placed upon her by her male
colleagues and society. Her character development is significant, as she learns to balance her
professional responsibilities with her personal ambitions. As she delves deeper into the investigation,
Anna confronts her own vulnerabilities, leading to moments of introspection and growth.

Supporting Characters

The supporting cast in "Above Suspicion" is equally intricate, providing depth and contrast to Anna's
character. Key figures include:

Detective Inspector: Anna’s superior, who embodies the traditional views of law enforcement
and often clashes with Anna's modern approach.

The Victim: The murdered actress, whose life and secrets are gradually revealed, complicating
the investigation.

Colleagues: Various officers who assist or impede Anna's investigation, showcasing the various
attitudes within the police force.

Thematic Exploration

"Above Suspicion" is rich with themes that reflect broader societal issues, particularly within the
context of crime and law enforcement. Some of the most prominent themes include:

Corruption and Power

The theme of corruption runs through the narrative, exposing the darker side of law enforcement. La
Plante skillfully illustrates how personal ambition and power can lead to ethical compromises,
affecting not only the investigation but also the lives of the characters involved.

Gender Dynamics

Another critical theme is the exploration of gender dynamics within a male-dominated profession.
Anna's struggles as a female detective highlight the challenges women face in asserting their
authority and gaining respect in the workplace. La Plante's portrayal of Anna's journey resonates with
many readers, particularly women striving for recognition in traditionally male roles.



Justice and Morality

The question of justice is intricately woven into the narrative. As Anna uncovers truths about the
victim and the suspects, the lines between right and wrong blur. This moral ambiguity invites readers
to ponder the nature of justice and the complexities of human behavior.

Lynda La Plante's Impact on Crime Fiction

Lynda La Plante is a prolific author and screenwriter whose work has significantly shaped the
landscape of crime fiction. With a career spanning several decades, her contributions extend beyond
"Above Suspicion" to include numerous novels and television series, including the highly acclaimed
"Prime Suspect."

A Pioneer in Crime Drama

La Plante is often credited with bringing a more nuanced perspective to crime narratives, focusing on
the psychological aspects of crime rather than simply the mechanics of the investigation. Her ability
to construct complex characters and explore their motivations has set a new standard for crime
fiction.

Legacy and Influence

Many contemporary authors and screenwriters cite La Plante as an influence, drawn to her ability to
blend thrilling plots with rich character development. Her work has inspired adaptations in various
media, illustrating the timeless appeal of her storytelling.

Conclusion

"Lynda La Plante Above Suspicion" stands as a testament to the author's skill in crafting compelling
narratives that challenge societal norms and delve into the intricacies of human behavior. The novel's
exploration of themes such as corruption, gender dynamics, and the quest for justice resonates
deeply with readers, making it a significant contribution to the crime fiction genre.

Through her work, La Plante not only entertains but also provokes thought and discussion, solidifying
her place as a prominent figure in contemporary literature. As readers engage with Anna Travis's
journey, they are invited to reflect on the complexities of morality and the often murky waters of
human relationships, ensuring that "Above Suspicion" remains a thought-provoking read for years to
come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Above Suspicion' by Lynda La
Plante?
The main theme of 'Above Suspicion' revolves around the complexities of crime, morality, and the
personal struggles of law enforcement as they navigate a world filled with deception and betrayal.

Who are the central characters in 'Above Suspicion'?
The central characters include DC Anna Travis, a determined and ambitious detective, and her
mentor, DCI Langton, who plays a crucial role in guiding her through challenging cases.

How does Lynda La Plante develop suspense in 'Above
Suspicion'?
Lynda La Plante develops suspense through intricate plotting, unexpected twists, and deep character
development, keeping readers on the edge of their seats as the investigation unfolds.

What sets 'Above Suspicion' apart from other crime novels?
What sets 'Above Suspicion' apart is its strong female lead, the psychological depth of its characters,
and La Plante's ability to blend personal and professional conflicts within a gripping narrative.

Is 'Above Suspicion' part of a series?
Yes, 'Above Suspicion' is the first book in a series featuring DC Anna Travis, followed by other novels
that continue to explore her career and personal challenges.

What impact did 'Above Suspicion' have on the crime fiction
genre?
'Above Suspicion' had a significant impact on the crime fiction genre by showcasing a strong female
protagonist in a traditionally male-dominated field, influencing the portrayal of women in crime
narratives.

Has 'Above Suspicion' been adapted into any other media?
Yes, 'Above Suspicion' was adapted into a television series, which further popularized the story and
introduced Lynda La Plante's work to new audiences.
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