Isat writing sample examples

LSAT writing sample examples are an essential component of the Law School Admission Test (LSAT),
designed to assess a candidate's writing abilities and analytical skills. While the LSAT primarily focuses on
logical reasoning, reading comprehension, and analytical reasoning, the writing sample provides a unique
opportunity for prospective law students to showcase their ability to construct coherent arguments and
communicate effectively. This article will explore the significance of the LSAT writing sample, provide

examples, and offer tips for crafting a compelling response.

Understanding the LSAT Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample is an unscored component of the exam, meaning it does not directly influence
your overall score. However, it is sent to law schools as part of your application, making it an important
aspect of your overall candidacy. Admissions committees may use the writing sample to gauge how well

you can articulate your thoughts, structure arguments, and present your reasoning.

Structure of the LSAT Writing Sample

The writing sample consists of a prompt that presents a decision-making scenario. Test-takers are required
to analyze the situation and advocate for one of the options presented. The prompt typically involves two

choices, each with its own pros and cons. Here’s how the structure generally works:
1. Prompt Introduction: A brief introduction outlining the scenario.
2. Options: Two or more choices that the test-taker must evaluate.

3. Argument Construction: Candidates must choose one of the options and build an argument supporting

their decision.

Example of a Writing Sample Prompt

Here’s a sample prompt to illustrate what you might encounter in the LSAT writing section:
You are the director of a nonprofit organization that is facing a budget cut. You must decide whether to
allocate remaining funds to a job training program or to a community health initiative. Write a persuasive

essay deciding between the two options, providing justification for your choice.

In this example, the test-taker must analyze the implications of both options and argue in favor of one.



Strategies for Writing an Effective LSAT Sample

Writing a successful LSAT writing sample requires clarity of thought, organization, and persuasive writing

skills. Here are some strategies to enhance your writing sample.

1. Analyze the Prompt Thoroughly

Before you start writing, take a moment to understand the prompt. Consider the following:

- What are the two options presented?
- What are the potential impacts of each choice?

- Who will be affected by your decision?

This analysis will lay the groundwork for your argument.

2. Create an Outline

An outline helps organize your thoughts and ensures your essay has a logical flow. Here’s a sample outline

structure:

1. Introduction
- Briefly restate the prompt.

- Introduce your chosen option.

2. Body Paragraphs
- Paragraph 1: Discuss the first major reason for your choice.
- Paragraph 2: Discuss the second major reason for your choice.

- Paragraph 3: Address the counter-arguments and explain why they are less compelling.

3. Conclusion
- Summarize your main points.

- Reiterate the importance of your chosen option.

3. Write Clearly and Concisely

Clarity is crucial in legal writing. Use straightforward language and avoid jargon. Here are some tips:



- Use active voice: It makes your writing more direct and engaging.
- Avoid overly complex sentences: Simplicity enhances understanding.

- Be precise: Choose your words carefully to convey your meaning effectively.

4. Use Evidence and Examples

Support your argument with relevant evidence or examples. For instance, in the nonprofit scenario:

- Job Training Program: Cite statistics showing the importance of job training in reducing unemployment
rates.
- Community Health Initiative: Refer to studies indicating the positive effects of health initiatives on

community well-being.

Using data and examples strengthens your argument and demonstrates your analytical skills.

5. Revise and Edit

If time permits, take a few minutes to review your writing. Check for grammatical errors, awkward
phrasing, and ensure that your argument is coherent. Editing is an essential part of the writing process and

can significantly improve the quality of your work.

Sample LSAT Writing Sample Response

To provide a clearer picture, here is a sample response based on the prompt presented earlier.

Introduction

As the director of a nonprofit organization facing budget cuts, I have to make a difficult decision on how to
allocate our remaining funds. After considering both the job training program and the community health
initiative, I have decided to prioritize the job training program. This choice is based on the urgent need for
employment opportunities in our community, which will have lasting benefits for individuals and the

community as a whole.

Body Paragraph 1
Firstly, the job training program addresses the pressing issue of unemployment. According to recent
statistics, our community has an unemployment rate of 10%, significantly higher than the national average.

By investing in this program, we can equip individuals with the necessary skills to secure stable jobs,



ultimately reducing reliance on government assistance and fostering economic independence.

Body Paragraph 2

Secondly, job training not only benefits individuals but also contributes to the local economy. When
individuals are gainfully employed, they spend more money on goods and services, stimulating local
businesses. This multiplier effect can help revitalize our community by creating a more robust economic

environment, which is essential for long-term sustainability.

Body Paragraph 3

While the community health initiative is also important, it is crucial to recognize that health outcomes are
often linked to economic stability. By prioritizing job training, we are indirectly addressing health issues;
individuals with secure jobs are more likely to afford healthcare and lead healthier lives. Additionally,
without sufficient funding, the health initiative may not reach its intended audience, making the job

training program a more impactful choice.

Conclusion

In conclusion, after evaluating both options, I believe that allocating funds to the job training program is the
most beneficial decision for our community. This program not only addresses the immediate need for
employment but also fosters long-term economic growth and stability. Investing in our community's

workforce will ultimately lead to a healthier, more prosperous society.

Conclusion

The LSAT writing sample examples serve as a critical component of the law school admissions process,
allowing candidates to demonstrate their writing and analytical skills. By understanding the structure of
the writing sample, employing effective strategies, and practicing with sample prompts, you can prepare to
write a persuasive and well-constructed essay. Remember that while the writing sample is unscored, it can
significantly impact your application, making it essential to put forth your best effort. With practice and
careful preparation, you can excel in this aspect of the LSAT and enhance your chances of gaining

admission to your desired law school.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the purpose of the LSAT writing sample?

The LSAT writing sample assesses your ability to formulate an argument and communicate effectively in

writing, which are essential skills for law school and legal practice.



How is the LSAT writing sample scored?

The LSAT writing sample is not scored like the multiple-choice sections; instead, it is evaluated by law

schools as a part of your application to gauge your writing skills.

‘What type of prompts can be expected in the LSAT writing sample?

The writing sample typically presents a decision prompt where you must choose between two positions or

courses of action and defend your choice with reasoning.

Can you access sample LSAT writing prompts online?

Yes, there are numerous resources online, including official LSAC materials and various test preparation

websites that provide sample LSAT writing prompts for practice.

How long do you have to complete the LSAT writing sample?

You have 35 minutes to complete the LSAT writing sample, which requires you to read the prompt and

write a coherent argument within that time frame.

What strategies can help improve my LSAT writing sample?

To improve your LSAT writing sample, practice outlining your arguments, focus on clarity and

organization, and review grammar and style guidelines to enhance your writing quality.
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