
lsat writing example prompts

LSAT writing example prompts are an essential component of the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) that
allow candidates to showcase their argumentative writing skills. The writing sample is not scored, but it is
sent to law schools as part of your application. This section of the LSAT tests your ability to effectively
argue a position, organize your thoughts, and communicate clearly and persuasively. Understanding the
types of prompts you may encounter can help you prepare effectively for this critical part of the exam.

What is the LSAT Writing Sample?

The LSAT writing sample consists of a single prompt that presents a decision-making scenario. You are
required to choose between two options or courses of action and explain your reasoning. Although this
section is unscored, law schools often review the writing sample to gauge your analytical and writing
abilities.

Components of the LSAT Writing Sample

1. Prompt Structure: Each prompt typically describes a situation where you must make a decision. For
example, you may be asked to decide whether to implement a policy that benefits some individuals at the
expense of others.

2. Decision Making: You must choose one option over another and defend your choice. This requires critical
thinking and the ability to foresee potential consequences.

3. Argumentation: Your writing should reflect clear reasoning, logical structure, and a persuasive tone. You
must support your decision with relevant arguments and examples.

Common Themes in LSAT Writing Prompts

LSAT writing prompts often revolve around various themes that reflect real-life scenarios. Here are some
common themes you might encounter:

Ethical Dilemmas: Scenarios that challenge your moral judgment, such as prioritizing the welfare of a
group versus an individual.



Policy Decisions: Weighing the pros and cons of a proposed policy and considering its implications on
different stakeholders.

Resource Allocation: Deciding how to allocate limited resources effectively among competing needs.

Legal Considerations: Analyzing legal principles and their applications in specific situations.

Example LSAT Writing Prompts

To prepare for the writing sample, it is beneficial to review example prompts. Here are a few illustrative
scenarios that resemble those you might encounter on the test:

Example Prompt 1

You are the director of a nonprofit organization that provides services to underprivileged youth. Your
organization has recently received a grant that will allow you to expand your services, but you must
decide whether to use the funds to create a new sports program or to enhance your existing tutoring
services. Write an essay in which you argue for your chosen option and explain the reasoning behind your
decision.

Example Prompt 2

Imagine you are the city council president. A proposal has been submitted to increase funding for public
transportation. However, this increase would require cuts to funding for public parks. Write an essay in
which you argue whether the city should prioritize public transportation or public parks and explain your
reasoning.

Example Prompt 3

You are the manager of a small tech company. Your team has developed two innovative products, but you
only have the resources to launch one this year. One product is a mobile application designed to enhance
productivity, while the other is a wearable device focused on health monitoring. Write an essay advocating
for one product over the other and support your argument with logical reasoning.



Tips for Writing an Effective LSAT Sample

To excel in the LSAT writing sample, consider the following tips:

Read the Prompt Carefully: Understand the scenario presented in the prompt and the options1.
available. Take a moment to brainstorm your thoughts before you start writing.

Outline Your Response: Create a quick outline to organize your arguments and ensure a logical flow.2.
This will help you stay on track and cover all necessary points.

Be Clear and Concise: Avoid overly complex sentences and jargon. Clarity is key in effectively3.
communicating your argument.

Support Your Position: Use specific examples and reasoning to back up your argument. This will4.
make your writing more persuasive and demonstrate critical thinking.

Review Your Writing: If time permits, quickly review your response for any grammatical errors or5.
unclear statements. A clean, polished essay will leave a better impression.

Practice Makes Perfect

One of the best ways to prepare for the LSAT writing sample is through practice. Here are some strategies
to enhance your writing skills:

Write Regularly: Set aside time each week to practice writing essays based on various prompts. This
will help you become more comfortable with the format and improve your writing speed.

Seek Feedback: Share your practice essays with peers, mentors, or writing centers. Constructive
criticism can help you identify areas for improvement.

Review Sample Essays: Analyze high-scoring LSAT writing samples to understand what makes
them effective. Pay attention to structure, argumentation, and clarity.

Time Yourself: Practice writing essays under timed conditions to simulate the test environment.
This will help you manage your time effectively during the actual exam.



Conclusion

The LSAT writing sample is a critical aspect of the law school application process, providing you with an
opportunity to demonstrate your writing and analytical skills. By familiarizing yourself with LSAT
writing example prompts and practicing your responses, you can enhance your confidence and ability to
articulate your thoughts effectively. Remember that while the writing sample is unscored, its influence on
your application can be significant, so take the time to prepare thoroughly. With the right approach, you
can excel in this component of the LSAT and present yourself as a strong candidate for law school
admission.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are LSAT writing example prompts designed to assess?
LSAT writing example prompts are designed to assess a test-taker's ability to construct a coherent
argument, demonstrate critical thinking, and clearly communicate ideas in writing.

How can I practice for LSAT writing prompts?
You can practice for LSAT writing prompts by reviewing sample prompts available online, writing
responses within the time limit, and seeking feedback from peers or instructors to improve your writing
skills.

What types of topics are commonly found in LSAT writing prompts?
Common topics in LSAT writing prompts include ethical dilemmas, policy decisions, social issues, and
hypothetical scenarios that require a reasoned argument or analysis.

Are there specific formats I should follow for LSAT writing responses?
While there is no strict format, a clear structure with an introduction, body paragraphs that support your
argument, and a conclusion is recommended for LSAT writing responses.

How important is the LSAT writing sample for law school admissions?
The LSAT writing sample is generally considered less important than the LSAT score itself, but it can still
provide law schools with insight into your writing abilities and critical thinking skills.



Can I use personal experiences in my LSAT writing responses?
Yes, you can use personal experiences to illustrate your points, but it’s important to ensure that your
argument remains focused and relevant to the prompt.
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