love is the law love under will

Love is the law love under will is a profound and often enigmatic phrase that has
captivated the minds of philosophers, mystics, and spiritual seekers for generations.
Originating from the works of Aleister Crowley, a prominent figure in the occult and
esoteric traditions, this phrase encapsulates a complex philosophy that intertwines love,
freedom, and the pursuit of one's true will. In this article, we will delve into the origins of
this phrase, its implications, and its relevance in contemporary society.

Understanding the Phrase

At first glance, the phrase love is the law love under will appears to be a paradox. How can
love be a law, and what does it mean to act under will? To unpack this, we must explore
the definitions and implications of each component of the phrase.

The Concept of Love

1. Universal Love: Love, in many spiritual traditions, is viewed as a universal force that
connects all beings. It transcends personal relationships and embodies compassion,
understanding, and unity.

2. Romantic Love: This is often the most celebrated form of love, characterized by passion,
intimacy, and emotional connection. However, it can sometimes cloud judgment and lead
to possessiveness.

3. Self-Love: Essential for a healthy existence, self-love encourages individuals to value

themselves and prioritize their well-being. It is the foundation upon which all other forms
of love can flourish.

The Law of Love

The concept of law in this context does not refer to legal statutes but rather to a guiding
principle or cosmic law.

- Moral Framework: Love serves as a moral compass, guiding individuals in their actions
and interactions with others.

- Ethical Living: By placing love at the center of one’s actions, individuals are encouraged
to act with integrity, kindness, and respect.

Will and True Will

The term "will" in this phrase refers to the driving force behind actions, choices, and



desires. It is essential to differentiate between:

1. Personal Will: This encompasses the everyday desires and ambitions that motivate
individuals, often influenced by societal expectations and external pressures.

2. True Will: A central concept in Crowley’s philosophy, true will is the authentic
expression of one’s purpose in life. It is aligned with one’s innermost desires and spiritual
path, leading to fulfillment and self-realization.

The Philosophy of Thelema

To fully understand love is the law love under will, one must delve into Thelema, the
spiritual philosophy founded by Aleister Crowley. Thelema emphasizes the importance of
individual will and the pursuit of personal destiny.

Thelema’s Core Tenets

1. Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law: This foundational principle advocates
for the freedom to pursue one's true will, provided that it does not infringe upon the will of
others.

2. Love is the law, love under will: Here, love is elevated to a law, suggesting that it should
guide one's actions in the pursuit of true will. It implies that love can coexist with
individual freedom and should be the driving force behind one's choices.

3. Every man and woman is a star: This notion highlights the unique potential of every
individual, encouraging self-discovery and the recognition of one's inherent value.

Implications of the Philosophy

The philosophy of Thelema presents several implications for personal development and
societal structures:

- Empowerment: Emphasizing personal will encourages individuals to take control of their
lives and make choices aligned with their true selves.

- Responsibility: With freedom comes responsibility. Individuals must consider how their
actions affect others and strive to act with love and respect.

- Community: While Thelema advocates for individualism, it also recognizes the
importance of community and collective well-being, suggesting that true will should
harmonize with the greater good.



Practical Applications in Modern Life

The principles encapsulated in love is the law love under will can be applied in various
aspects of modern life, from personal relationships to professional environments.

In Relationships

1. Open Communication: Love under will encourages honest and open communication
between partners, ensuring that both individuals feel valued and heard.

2. Respect for Individual Autonomy: Each partner should allow the other space to pursue
their true will, supporting personal growth rather than fostering dependency.

3. Mutual Support: Love should manifest as support for one another’s goals and
aspirations, creating a foundation for a fulfilling partnership.

In the Workplace

1. Encouraging Creativity: A work environment that values love and respect fosters
creativity and innovation, allowing individuals to express their true will.

2. Team Collaboration: Encouraging collaboration based on mutual respect and
understanding can lead to greater productivity and job satisfaction.

3. Work-Life Balance: Organizations that prioritize the well-being of their employees
create a culture of love and respect, which can enhance employee engagement and
loyalty.

In Personal Development

1. Self-Reflection: Engaging in regular self-reflection can help individuals identify their
true will, guiding them toward a more fulfilling life.

2. Setting Boundaries: Understanding the balance between love for oneself and love for
others is crucial. Setting healthy boundaries ensures that self-love is prioritized while still
fostering loving relationships.

3. Pursuing Passions: Individuals should strive to pursue their passions and interests,
aligning their actions with their true will and contributing to personal growth.



Challenges and Critiques

While the philosophy of love is the law love under will presents an empowering
framework, it is not without its challenges and critiques.

Misinterpretations of Freedom

- Selfishness vs. True Will: The idea of pursuing one's true will can sometimes lead to a
misunderstanding of freedom, resulting in selfish behavior that disregards the impact on
others.

- Balancing Individualism and Community: Striking the right balance between individual
freedom and community responsibility can be challenging, as excessive focus on personal
will may undermine collective well-being.

Conclusion

In conclusion, love is the law love under will serves as a powerful guiding principle that
encourages individuals to embrace their true selves while acting with love and respect for
others. By integrating the tenets of Thelema into our lives, we can cultivate deeper
relationships, foster a supportive community, and pursue our unique paths with
confidence. Embracing love as a law under will not only enrich our personal experiences
but also contribute to a more compassionate and harmonious society. As we navigate the
complexities of life, let us remember that love, when aligned with our true will, has the
potential to transform not only our lives but the world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'Love is the law, love under will' mean in a
modern context?

In a modern context, 'Love is the law, love under will' emphasizes that love should guide
our actions and decisions, but it should be aligned with our personal will or purpose. It
suggests that love is not just a feeling but a guiding principle that should be directed by
our true intentions.

How can the concept of 'love under will' be applied in
daily life?
The concept of 'love under will' can be applied in daily life by encouraging individuals to

act with intention and purpose in their relationships. This means consciously choosing to
express love and kindness while ensuring that those actions align with one's personal



goals and values.

In what ways does 'Love is the law, love under will'
relate to ethical decision-making?

This phrase relates to ethical decision-making by promoting the idea that love can serve as
a foundational principle for making choices. Decisions should be made not only based on
personal gain but also on how they affect others, ensuring that love and compassion are
integrated into our ethical framework.

How is 'Love is the law, love under will' interpreted
within different spiritual or philosophical frameworks?

Within different spiritual or philosophical frameworks, 'Love is the law, love under will'
can be interpreted as a call to integrate love with a sense of purpose, often seen in
theosophy, humanism, and various forms of mysticism. Each framework may emphasize
different aspects, such as self-realization, community responsibility, or universal
compassion.

What are some criticisms of the phrase 'Love is the law,
love under will'?

Critics argue that 'Love is the law, love under will' can sometimes be misinterpreted to
justify self-serving actions or hedonism, as the emphasis on personal will may overshadow
communal responsibilities. Others caution that love can be subjective, leading to potential
conflicts when individual interpretations clash.
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