love in the time of cholera quotes
with page numbers

Love in the Time of Cholera is a poignant novel by Gabriel Garcia Marquez
that explores the complexities of love, aging, and the passage of time. Set
against the backdrop of a Caribbean town during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, the story centers around the enduring love between Florentino
Ariza and Fermina Daza. Through a rich tapestry of quotes, Marquez
masterfully illustrates the various dimensions of love, from passion and
longing to heartache and fidelity. This article will delve into some of the
most memorable quotes from the novel, providing insight into their
significance and the themes they represent, complete with page numbers for
reference.

Understanding Love Through Quotes

Marquez uses quotes to encapsulate the essence of his characters' experiences
and emotions. The novel is infused with reflections on love that resonate
across time and cultures. Here are some key quotes that highlight the
intricacies of love in the story:

The Nature of Love

1. “It was inevitable: the scent of bitter almonds always reminded him of the
fate of unrequited love.” (Page 21)

This quote sets the tone for the exploration of love throughout the novel. It
suggests that love is often intertwined with pain and longing. The bitter
almonds symbolize the dark side of love, hinting at the heartache that
accompanies unfulfilled desires.

2. “He had been in love with her for more than fifty years.” (Page 28)
This line emphasizes the theme of enduring love. Florentino's unwavering
affection for Fermina over decades underscores the idea that true love can

withstand the test of time, even when circumstances seem to conspire against
it.

Longing and Desire

3. “Love is like a fever which comes and goes quite independently of the
will.” (Page 36)



This quote speaks to the uncontrollable nature of love, likening it to a
fever that takes hold of individuals without warning. It illustrates how love
can be both exhilarating and overwhelming, often dictating emotions and
actions beyond one's control.

4. "“He was still too young to know that love was a matter of time.” (Page 45)
This reflection on youth highlights the notion that love requires patience
and maturity. Florentino's youthful passion contrasts with the wisdom that

comes with age, suggesting that a deeper understanding of love evolves over
time.

Love and Time

One of the central themes of the novel is the relationship between love and
time. Marquez captures this theme through evocative quotes that reflect on
the passage of years and its impact on love.

The Passage of Time

5. “Time was not a line, but a circle.” (Page 61)

This philosophical observation suggests that love transcends linear time. The
cyclical nature of love, with its ebbs and flows, reinforces the idea that
past, present, and future are interconnected in matters of the heart.

6. “He knew that she had never loved him as he had loved her.” (Page 79)
Here, the stark reality of unreciprocated love is laid bare. Florentino's
realization speaks to the pain of longing for someone who does not feel the

same way, showcasing the bittersweet nature of love that often accompanies
the passage of time.

Love's Challenges

The novel is rife with obstacles that challenge the characters' love, ranging
from societal expectations to personal dilemmas. Marquez poignantly captures
these struggles through his characters' experiences.

Societal Constraints

7. “Fermina Daza was not a woman to be caught in a trap.” (Page 84)



This quote highlights Fermina's strength and independence. It emphasizes the
societal pressures that women face and her determination to navigate them on
her own terms. The struggle between personal desire and societal expectation
is a recurring theme throughout the novel.

8. “He had to fight against the destiny that had brought them together.”
(Page 102)

Florentino's battle against fate illustrates the challenges love can present.

This struggle to overcome obstacles speaks to the resilience often required
to maintain love in the face of adversity.

Heartbreak and Redemption

9. “The only thing that mattered was that they were together.” (Page 145)
This quote encapsulates the essence of love as a unifying force. Despite the
trials and tribulations faced by the characters, their connection ultimately
prevails, suggesting that love can triumph over hardship.

10. “He realized that he had loved her all along.” (Page 171)

This moment of clarity signifies a turning point for Florentino. It reflects
the idea that love can evolve, taking on new meaning as life progresses. It

serves as a reminder that love is not always straightforward; it can be
complex and multifaceted.

The Complexity of Love

Marquez presents love as a multifaceted emotion, encompassing various forms
and expressions. Through the characters’ journeys, he reveals the richness of
love in its many forms.

Romantic Love

11. “He had no idea who was more in love, but he was sure that it was the
kind of love that could last forever.” (Page 200)

This quote conveys the intensity of romantic love, suggesting that it
possesses an eternal quality. The idea that love can be infinite aligns with
the novel's overarching narrative of enduring connection.

12. “In the end, love is an act of courage.” (Page 218)

This profound statement encapsulates the courage required to love fully and



openly. It acknowledges the vulnerability inherent in love, underscoring the
bravery needed to pursue it truthfully.

Unrequited Love

13. “He had been waiting for her all his life.” (Page 255)

This quote speaks to the theme of unrequited love, highlighting the emotional
toll it can take on an individual. The idea of waiting for a love that may
never be reciprocated is a poignant aspect of Florentino's journey.

14. “The heart is a lonely hunter.” (Page 283)

This metaphor illustrates the isolation that often accompanies love. It
suggests that, despite the connections we make, love can be a solitary
experience, marked by longing and desire that may not always be fulfilled.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Love in the Time of Cholera offers readers a profound
exploration of the many facets of love through its memorable quotes. From the
nature of love and the passage of time to the challenges faced by its
characters, Gabriel Garcia Marquez crafts a narrative that resonates deeply
with readers. Each quote serves as a reflection of the characters'
experiences, inviting us to contemplate the complexities of love in our own
lives. As we navigate our own relationships, the wisdom found within these
pages continues to inspire and provoke thought about the true essence of
love, enduring despite the trials and tribulations that life may bring.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a significant quote about love from 'Love in
the Time of Cholera' and its page number?

"It is not time or opportunity that is to determine intimacy; it is
disposition alone." (Page 64)

Can you provide a famous quote from Florentino Ariza
in the novel and its page number?

"I have waited for this opportunity for more than half a century, to repeat
to you once again my vow of eternal fidelity and everlasting love." (Page
429)



What does the quote about love and suffering convey
in the context of the book?

"There are some experiences in life that you can only have if you are alive,
and there are some that you can only have if you are in love." (Page 213)

Is there a quote in the book that reflects on the
nature of love over time?

"Love is like a fever which comes and goes quite independently of the will.
." (Page 78)

What quote highlights the theme of unrequited love
in 'Love in the Time of Cholera'?

"No one should ever be afraid to love, because love is not a sin, it is a
blessing." (Page 312)

Can you mention a quote that illustrates the
complexity of love in the story?

"The only thing worse than a man’s love is a man’'s fear of love." (Page 150)

What does the quote about old age and love signify
in the narrative?

"It is never too late to love, and if you have not loved, you have not
lived." (Page 385)
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