
louis armstrong swing that music
Louis Armstrong's Swing That Music is not just a title; it is a celebration of one of the
most influential figures in jazz history and a significant contribution to the genre that
transformed American music. Released in 1936, this album encapsulates the vibrancy and
improvisational spirit of jazz during a time when the genre was rapidly evolving. In this
article, we will delve into the life of Louis Armstrong, the significance of "Swing That Music,"
and its impact on jazz and popular music.

Who Was Louis Armstrong?

Louis Armstrong, often affectionately known as "Satchmo" or "Pops," was born on August 4,
1901, in New Orleans, Louisiana. Coming from humble beginnings, Armstrong's early life
was marked by hardship. He spent much of his youth in a neighborhood rife with poverty
and crime, but the rich musical culture of New Orleans profoundly influenced him.

A Musical Prodigy

Armstrong's musical journey began when he received a cornet as a child. His innate talent
for music became apparent quickly, and he soon joined a juvenile home band while serving
a short sentence for a minor offense. This experience provided him with exposure to
various musical styles and mentorship from local musicians.

In the 1920s, Armstrong moved to Chicago, where he joined the King Oliver Creole Jazz
Band. Here, he began to develop his signature style, characterized by a unique blend of
improvisation, scat singing, and virtuosic trumpet playing. His recordings with the King
Oliver band brought him national attention and established him as a leading figure in the
jazz world.

The Significance of "Swing That Music"

"Swing That Music" was released during a golden era for jazz and has since become a
cornerstone of Armstrong's discography. The album is a vibrant showcase of his talents and
the spirit of swing music, which was gaining popularity at the time.

Musical Content

The album features a combination of original compositions and popular standards, all
infused with Armstrong's distinctive style. Some notable tracks include:

1. "Swing That Music" - The title track is an upbeat celebration of the swing genre, featuring



Armstrong's playful trumpet melodies and charismatic vocals.
2. "Ain't Misbehavin'" - A classic tune that highlights Armstrong's ability to convey emotion
through his music.
3. "When the Saints Go Marching In" - A traditional New Orleans hymn that Armstrong
turned into a jazz anthem, showcasing his improvisational skills and joyful spirit.

Each track on the album not only reflects Armstrong's virtuosity but also his knack for
storytelling through music. His unique phrasing and expressive delivery set a standard for
vocalists and instrumentalists alike.

Innovation and Influence

Armstrong's approach to music was revolutionary. He was one of the first musicians to
elevate the role of the soloist in jazz, moving away from the collective improvisation that
characterized early jazz bands. His ability to blend technical proficiency with emotional
depth paved the way for future generations of musicians.

The swing era, which flourished in the 1930s and 1940s, saw the rise of big bands and
dance music. Armstrong's influence on this movement is significant, as he introduced the
idea of swing rhythm and improvisation to larger ensembles. His collaborations with other
jazz greats, such as Duke Ellington and Ella Fitzgerald, further solidified his status as a
pivotal figure in the genre.

The Cultural Context of Swing Music

To truly appreciate "Swing That Music," it is essential to understand the cultural climate of
America during the 1930s. The Great Depression had a profound impact on society, and
music became a vital source of hope and escape for many.

Jazz as a Form of Expression

Jazz emerged as a powerful form of expression for African Americans, reflecting their
experiences and struggles. The swing era, in particular, provided a platform for black
musicians to showcase their talents and gain recognition in a predominantly white music
industry. Armstrong's success was groundbreaking, as he became one of the first black
entertainers to achieve widespread fame and commercial success.

The dance craze of the 1930s also contributed to the popularity of swing music. People
flocked to dance halls and clubs, eager to experience the joyous rhythms and lively
atmosphere that swing offered. Armstrong's music resonated with audiences, providing a
soundtrack for social gatherings and celebrations.



The Legacy of "Swing That Music"

"Swing That Music" is not only a testament to Louis Armstrong's genius but also a reflection
of the transformative power of jazz. The album and its tracks continue to be celebrated and
studied by musicians and music lovers alike.

Over the decades, Armstrong's influence has permeated various musical genres, including
pop, rock, and R&B. His innovative approach to improvisation and vocalization has inspired
countless artists, from Frank Sinatra to contemporary jazz musicians.

Conclusion

Louis Armstrong's "Swing That Music" remains an iconic album that captures the essence of
jazz and the swing era. With its infectious melodies, innovative arrangements, and
Armstrong's unparalleled musicianship, it serves as a reminder of the rich cultural heritage
of jazz music.

As we reflect on the impact of Armstrong's work, it is clear that he was not merely a
musician; he was a cultural icon who helped shape the course of American music. His
legacy continues to resonate today, reminding us of the joy and freedom that music can
bring to our lives.

In celebrating Louis Armstrong and "Swing That Music," we honor not just a remarkable
artist but also the vibrant tapestry of jazz, a genre that reflects the struggles, triumphs, and
spirit of the human experience. Whether you are a longtime jazz enthusiast or new to the
genre, the music of Louis Armstrong is an essential part of America’s musical narrative and
remains as relevant today as it was during his lifetime.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Louis Armstrong's song
'Swing That Music'?
Louis Armstrong's 'Swing That Music' is significant as it showcases his innovative approach
to jazz, blending improvisation with a strong rhythmic base, which helped popularize swing
music during the 1930s.

How did 'Swing That Music' influence the jazz genre?
The song influenced the jazz genre by encouraging other musicians to adopt a more
rhythmic and lively style, paving the way for the swing era and inspiring countless artists.



What year was 'Swing That Music' originally recorded?
Louis Armstrong originally recorded 'Swing That Music' in 1936.

Who wrote the lyrics for 'Swing That Music'?
The lyrics for 'Swing That Music' were written by Louis Armstrong himself, showcasing his
talents not only as a musician but also as a lyricist.

What instruments are prominently featured in 'Swing
That Music'?
In 'Swing That Music', the prominent instruments include the trumpet, piano, clarinet, and
drums, which all contribute to the song's vibrant swing feel.

How does 'Swing That Music' reflect the cultural context
of its time?
The song reflects the cultural context of its time by embodying the joyous spirit of the
1930s, a period marked by the Great Depression, where music provided an escape and a
sense of community.

What are some themes explored in 'Swing That Music'?
Themes in 'Swing That Music' include celebration, joy, and the power of music to uplift
spirits, which resonate with the audience and encourage dance and enjoyment.

What was the public's reaction to 'Swing That Music'
upon its release?
Upon its release, 'Swing That Music' received a positive reaction from the public, becoming
a popular hit and solidifying Louis Armstrong's status as a leading figure in jazz.

What legacy did 'Swing That Music' leave for future
generations of musicians?
The legacy of 'Swing That Music' for future generations includes its role in shaping the
swing movement and inspiring countless musicians to explore improvisation and lively
performance styles.

Are there notable covers or adaptations of 'Swing That
Music'?
Yes, 'Swing That Music' has been covered by various artists over the years, including jazz
bands and contemporary musicians, who pay homage to Armstrong's original while adding
their unique interpretations.
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