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Lou Reed: The Last Interview

Lou Reed, the legendary musician and songwriter known for his pioneering work with the Velvet
Underground and his influential solo career, left an indelible mark on the landscape of rock music. His raw,
poetic lyrics and distinctive sound captured the complexities of urban life and human experience. As we
reflect on his life and career, one of the most poignant and revealing moments comes from his final
interview, shortly before his death in 2013. This article delves into the insights, reflections, and enduring
legacy of Lou Reed as revealed in that last conversation.

Background of Lou Reed

Lou Reed was born on March 2, 1942, in Brooklyn, New York. He began his musical journey in the 1960s,
forming the Velvet Underground with John Cale, Sterling Morrison, and Moe Tucker. The band's avant-
garde sound and lyrical content were groundbreaking and often controversial, exploring themes of
addiction, sexuality, and the gritty realities of urban life. Reed’s deep, gravelly voice and his ability to
weave complex narratives into his music set him apart from his contemporaries.

The Velvet Underground Era

1. Formation and Influence: The Velvet Underground was formed in 1964, and despite their initial lack of
commercial success, they gained critical acclaim and have since been recognized as one of the most
influential bands in rock history. Their partnership with artist Andy Warhol brought them into the
spotlight, and their album “The Velvet Underground & Nico” became a defining moment in music history.

2. Musical Innovation: Reed's songwriting style was characterized by its stark realism and emotional depth.
Songs like "Heroin," "Venus in Furs," and "Sweet Jane" showcased his ability to confront difficult topics
head-on, providing a raw and unfiltered look at life.

3. Legacy: The band's influence extended far beyond their time, inspiring countless artists across various
genres, from punk to alternative rock. The Velvet Underground’s ethos of pushing boundaries paved the
way for future generations of musicians.

The Transition to Solo Career



After the Velvet Underground disbanded in 1970, Lou Reed embarked on a solo career that would further
establish his reputation as a musical innovator.

Key Solo Albums

1. Transformer (1972): Produced by David Bowie and Mick Ronson, this album featured hits like "Walk on
the Wild Side" and "Perfect Day." It showcased a more accessible sound while retaining Reed's signature
lyrical style.

2. Berlin (1973): A concept album that delves into dark themes of love, addiction, and despair. Its
theatricality and narrative depth were a departure from his earlier work, earning both praise and criticism.

3. New York (1989): Reed's return to form, this album reflected his experiences living in New York City
during the 1980s. The songs were politically charged and deeply personal, resonating with listeners on
multiple levels.

The Last Interview: Insights and Reflections

In 2013, Lou Reed sat down with journalist and author Anthony DeCurtis for what would become his last
interview. The conversation provided a window into Reed's thoughts on life, art, and mortality.

Life and Death

One of the most profound aspects of the interview was Reed's candid discussion about life and death. He
reflected on his own mortality, stating:

- Acceptance of Mortality: Reed acknowledged the inevitability of death and expressed a sense of peace
about it. He remarked that his life experiences and struggles had shaped his understanding of existence.

- Art as a Reflection of Life: Reed believed that art should reflect the realities of life, including its darker
aspects. He felt that by confronting difficult topics, artists could provide a deeper understanding of the
human condition.

- Legacy: When asked about his legacy, Reed expressed a desire for his work to resonate with others. He
wanted his music to evoke emotions and provoke thought, transcending time and trends.



Musical Philosophy

Reed's approach to music was rooted in authenticity and a rejection of commercialism. During the
interview, he articulated several key principles that guided his artistic journey:

1. Honesty in Art: Reed emphasized the importance of being truthful in songwriting. He believed that
genuine expression was essential for connecting with listeners.

2. Embracing Change: Throughout his career, Reed was unafraid to experiment with new sounds and
styles. He embraced change as a vital part of the creative process, stating that artists should not be confined
to a single genre or expectation.

3. Collaboration: Reed valued collaboration with other artists, believing that working with diverse
musicians enriched his creative output. He often cited his partnerships with figures like David Bowie and
Laurie Anderson as pivotal in his career.

Musical Legacy and Impact

Lou Reed's contributions to music extend beyond his own discography. His influence can be felt across
various genres and generations of artists.

Influence on Artists

1. Rock and Punk Movements: Reed's work laid the groundwork for the punk movement of the 1970s.
Bands like the Ramones and The Clash drew inspiration from his raw sound and lyrical honesty.

2. Alternative and Indie Rock: Artists such as R.E.M. and Sonic Youth have cited Reed as a significant
influence. His willingness to explore unconventional themes paved the way for a more diverse range of
musical expression.

3. Cultural Icon: Reed became a cultural icon, representing the counterculture of the 1960s and 1970s. His
willingness to challenge societal norms resonated with audiences, making him a symbol of artistic freedom.

Posthumous Recognition

Since his passing on October 27, 2013, Lou Reed's legacy has continued to grow. Tributes and retrospectives
have celebrated his contributions to music and culture.



- Induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame: In 1996, Reed was inducted as a member of the Velvet
Underground, recognizing the band's groundbreaking impact on music.

- Reissues and Box Sets: Many of Reed's albums have received deluxe reissues, allowing new generations
to discover his work. Box sets featuring unreleased material and live performances have further solidified
his status as a musical innovator.

- Cultural Studies: Reed's work has become the subject of academic study, exploring his influence on
literature, art, and social movements. Scholars continue to analyze his lyrics and artistic choices,
highlighting their relevance in contemporary discussions.

Conclusion

Lou Reed’s last interview serves as a poignant reminder of the complexity and depth of this iconic artist.
His reflections on life, death, and artistic integrity reveal a man deeply committed to his craft and unafraid
to confront the darker aspects of existence. As we celebrate his legacy, we are reminded of the power of
music to transcend time, provoke thought, and evoke emotion. Lou Reed's influence will undoubtedly
continue to resonate for generations, ensuring that his voice remains an integral part of the musical
landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What insights does Lou Reed share about his creative process in 'The Last
Interview'?
In 'The Last Interview', Lou Reed discusses how he approaches songwriting, emphasizing the importance
of authenticity and personal experience in his lyrics. He reflects on how his past influences his music and
the necessity of staying true to one's artistic vision.

How does Lou Reed describe his views on fame and success in 'The Last
Interview'?
Reed candidly expresses his ambivalence toward fame, acknowledging its superficial aspects while also
recognizing the opportunities it provides for artistic expression. He emphasizes that true success lies in the
impact of his work rather than in public recognition.



What does Lou Reed reveal about his relationships with other artists in
'The Last Interview'?
In 'The Last Interview', Reed shares anecdotes about his collaborations and friendships with other
musicians, highlighting both the joys and challenges of working in the music industry. He speaks fondly of
influential figures while also addressing the complexities of those relationships.

How does 'The Last Interview' reflect Lou Reed's views on mortality
and legacy?
Reed reflects on mortality in 'The Last Interview', discussing how he wants to be remembered and the
significance of leaving behind a meaningful body of work. He contemplates the inevitability of death and
how it shapes his artistic endeavors.

What themes does Lou Reed explore in his final thoughts in 'The Last
Interview'?
In his final thoughts, Reed explores themes of love, loss, and the pursuit of truth. He delves into the
complexities of human emotions and the role of art in processing those feelings, leaving readers with a
profound sense of introspection.
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