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Lord of the Flies SparkNotes Chapter 4 provides a comprehensive overview of one of the pivotal
chapters in William Golding's novel, which delves into the themes of civilization versus savagery and
the loss of innocence. In Chapter 4, titled "Painted Faces and Long Hair," the boys continue to grapple
with their new reality on the deserted island, and their descent into barbarism becomes increasingly
evident. This article will explore the key events, character developments, and thematic elements
present in this crucial chapter.

Summary of Chapter 4

In this chapter, the boys have been on the island for a while, and their initial sense of order begins to
disintegrate. The events unfold over a single day, focusing on two primary groups: Ralph, Piggy, and
the boys who are trying to maintain civilization, versus Jack and his hunters, who are embracing their
primal instincts.

Key Events

1. The Routine of the Boys:
- As the days pass, the boys become more accustomed to their life on the island. Ralph and Piggy
work hard to build shelters and maintain the signal fire, while Jack and his hunters become
increasingly preoccupied with hunting and the thrill it brings.

2. The First Hunt:
- Jack and his group successfully kill a pig, marking a significant moment for them. This event
symbolizes their complete embrace of savagery. Jack’s transformation is evident as he revels in the
hunt and, for the first time, experiences the rush of power that comes with taking a life.

3. The Painted Faces:
- To enhance their hunting experience and mask their identities, Jack and his followers paint their
faces. This act symbolizes their descent into barbarism and the loss of their civilized selves. The paint
serves not only as a disguise but also as a tool that liberates them from social constraints.

4. The Conflict:
- Tensions rise between Ralph and Jack. Ralph prioritizes the signal fire and rescue, while Jack
becomes increasingly obsessed with hunting. Their differing priorities reflect the broader conflict
between civilization and savagery, which is a central theme of the novel.

5. The Arrival of the Ship:
- In a moment of irony, a ship passes by the island just as Ralph and Piggy are unable to maintain the
signal fire, which has gone out. This missed opportunity for rescue serves as a stark reminder of the
consequences of their divided priorities.



Character Analysis

Chapter 4 provides deeper insights into the characters, particularly Ralph, Jack, and Piggy,
showcasing their evolving motivations and moral struggles.

Ralph

Ralph embodies order, leadership, and the desire for rescue. In this chapter, his frustration with the
other boys’ growing savagery is palpable. He is increasingly aware that the boys are losing sight of
their initial objective – to be rescued. Ralph’s struggle to maintain order underscores his role as a
symbol of civilization and rationality.

Jack

Jack represents the primal instincts within humanity. His transformation in this chapter is significant;
he becomes more aggressive and power-hungry. The thrill of the hunt and the act of killing the pig
feed his desire for dominance and control. Jack’s actions foreshadow the growing divide between him
and Ralph, as well as the eventual breakdown of their societal structure.

Piggy

Piggy serves as the voice of reason and intellect among the boys. He is concerned about the loss of
order and the implications of their descent into savagery. Piggy’s relationship with Ralph showcases
the struggle of rational thought against the chaotic instincts represented by Jack. His character
highlights the importance of intelligence and logic in maintaining civilization.

Themes

Chapter 4 of "Lord of the Flies" explores several significant themes that resonate throughout the
novel.

Civilization vs. Savagery

This theme is central to the narrative, and Chapter 4 exemplifies the struggle between the civilized
instincts of Ralph and Piggy and the primal urges of Jack and his hunters. The boys' descent into
savagery is marked by their embrace of violence, as seen in the hunt and the painting of their faces.
The chapter highlights the fragility of civilization and how quickly it can deteriorate when individuals
prioritize primal instincts over societal norms.



The Loss of Innocence

The boys’ transformation from innocent children to savage hunters is a critical aspect of the narrative.
Chapter 4 illustrates how the isolation of the island allows their darker instincts to surface. The
hunting of the pig and the boys' enjoyment of the violence signify a loss of innocence, as they
become more attuned to their base desires.

The Power of Fear

Fear plays a significant role in the boys' actions and decisions. The fear of the unknown, represented
by the "beast," fuels the boys' descent into savagery. Jack manipulates this fear to consolidate power
over the other boys, showcasing how fear can be a powerful tool for control and domination. The
chapter illustrates how fear can lead to irrational behavior and the breakdown of moral codes.

Symbolism

Several symbols emerge in Chapter 4 that contribute to the novel's overarching themes.

The Pig: The pig symbolizes the boys' primal instincts and the allure of savagery. Its death
marks a turning point in the boys' moral decline.

The Painted Faces: The paint represents the loss of identity and the freedom to act without
the constraints of civilization. It signifies a shift towards barbarism.

The Signal Fire: The fire symbolizes hope for rescue and the desire to return to civilization. Its
neglect highlights the boys’ waning commitment to order and rationality.

Conclusion

In summary, Chapter 4 of "Lord of the Flies" serves as a turning point in the novel, illustrating the
escalating conflict between civilization and savagery. Through key events, character developments,
and thematic explorations, Golding delves into the complexities of human nature and the inherent
darkness within. As the boys continue to lose their grip on civilization, the consequences of their
actions become increasingly dire, setting the stage for the unfolding tragedy. Understanding this
chapter is crucial for grasping the broader messages of the novel about the fragility of order and the
ever-present potential for chaos within humanity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What key event occurs in Chapter 4 of 'Lord of the Flies' that
highlights the boys' descent into savagery?
In Chapter 4, titled 'Painted Faces and Long Hair', a key event is when the boys, particularly Jack,
paint their faces to disguise themselves, which symbolizes their transformation and descent into
savagery. This act allows them to embrace their primal instincts and abandon the rules of civilization.

How does the relationship between Ralph and Jack evolve in
Chapter 4?
In Chapter 4, the relationship between Ralph and Jack becomes increasingly strained as Jack becomes
more obsessed with hunting and power, while Ralph focuses on the importance of maintaining order
and building shelters. This foreshadows the growing conflict between their leadership styles.

What role does the signal fire play in Chapter 4?
The signal fire represents hope for rescue and a connection to civilization. However, in Chapter 4, the
boys neglect the fire as they prioritize hunting, leading to a significant turning point in their moral
decline and the deterioration of their society on the island.

How does the theme of civilization versus savagery manifest
in Chapter 4?
In Chapter 4, the theme of civilization versus savagery is evident as the boys' initial attempts to
establish order through the signal fire and shelters clash with their growing desire for hunting and
power, especially as Jack's group embraces more primal behaviors, marking a shift towards chaos.

What is the significance of the 'beast' in Chapter 4?
In Chapter 4, the 'beast' begins to symbolize the boys' inner fears and the darkness within
themselves. The fear of the 'beast' grows, leading to superstition and paranoia among the boys, which
further drives them apart and exacerbates their descent into savagery.
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