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Lord Be Glorified Mark Hayes is a well-known choral piece that has touched the hearts of many
through its profound message and beautiful melody. Composed by Mark Hayes, a prominent figure
in the world of contemporary choral music, this work reflects his ability to blend traditional hymnody
with modern musical elements. In this article, we will explore the origins of "Lord Be Glorified," its
musical structure, thematic elements, and its significance within both church settings and the larger
choral music community.

Background of Mark Hayes

Mark Hayes is an acclaimed composer, arranger, and pianist, recognized for his contributions to
choral music. His work spans various genres, including sacred music, gospel, and classical. Hayes
has produced over 800 compositions and arrangements, making him a prolific figure in the music
industry. His style often combines elements of jazz, gospel, and classical, creating a unique sound
that resonates with both performers and audiences alike.

- Education: Mark Hayes holds a Bachelor of Music degree in Piano Performance and a Master of
Music degree in Composition. His extensive training has allowed him to develop a rich
understanding of harmony, melody, and rhythm.

- Career Highlights: Hayes has worked with numerous prestigious choirs and has been featured in
various choral festivals. His music is often performed in churches, schools, and concert halls around
the world.

The Composition of "Lord Be Glorified"

"Lord Be Glorified" is one of Mark Hayes' most celebrated works. The piece is characterized by its
heartfelt lyrics and captivating melody.

Inspiration and Themes

The song is rooted in Christian worship and expresses a deep desire to glorify God in all aspects of
life. The lyrics convey a message of devotion, emphasizing themes such as:

- Worship: The act of glorifying God through song and praise.
- Surrender: A call to surrender one's life and actions to God's will.
- Community: The importance of coming together as a body of believers to worship collectively.

These themes resonate with congregations, making the piece a popular choice for worship services,
special events, and choral performances.



Musical Structure

"Lord Be Glorified" features a structured yet flowing musical composition. It often includes:

- Verse and Chorus: The piece typically follows a verse-chorus format, allowing for repetition and
reinforcement of the central message.

- Harmonies: Rich harmonies, often including SATB (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass) arrangements,
enhance the emotional depth of the music.

- Dynamics: Variations in dynamics add to the expressive quality, allowing choirs to convey the
intensity of worship through crescendos and decrescendos.

- Instrumentation: While primarily a choral piece, it is often accompanied by piano or organ, with the
option for additional instruments to enhance the overall sound.

Performance and Popularity

The appeal of "Lord Be Glorified" lies not only in its musicality but also in its relevance to worship
settings across the globe.

Choral Settings

Many choirs, both amateur and professional, have embraced "Lord Be Glorified" for its:

1. Accessibility: The piece is approachable for choirs of varying skill levels, making it a staple in
many choral repertoires.

2. Flexibility: The arrangement can be adapted for different contexts, whether it's a small church
choir or a larger concert setting.

3. Emotional Impact: The combination of music and message allows choirs to connect deeply with
their audience, often evoking strong emotional responses.

Worship Services

In church settings, "Lord Be Glorified" serves multiple purposes:

- Opening or Closing Hymn: It can be used as an opening or closing hymn, framing the service within
the context of glorifying God.

- Special Occasions: The piece is often chosen for special services such as Easter, Christmas, or
church anniversaries, highlighting its significance in the liturgical calendar.



- Personal Reflection: Many congregants find the piece to be a source of personal reflection and
devotion, allowing them to contemplate their relationship with God.

Impact on the Choral Community

"Lord Be Glorified" has left a lasting impact on the choral community, influencing both performers
and composers.

Influence on Other Composers

Mark Hayes' work has inspired many contemporary composers to explore similar themes and styles.
Some ways in which his influence can be seen include:

- Hymn Arrangements: Many composers have taken cues from Hayes' approach to arranging
traditional hymns, infusing them with modern harmonies and rhythms.

- Diverse Genres: Hayes' ability to blend various musical styles encourages other composers to
experiment and innovate within their own works.

Educational Opportunities

The piece is often included in music education curricula, providing students with:

1. Vocal Training: The rich harmonies and vocal challenges help students develop their singing
skills.

2. Musical Interpretation: Students learn about expressing emotion through music and how to
convey a message through performance.

3. Collaboration: Performing "Lord Be Glorified" in choirs fosters teamwork and collaboration among
musicians.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Lord Be Glorified" by Mark Hayes stands as a testament to the power of music in
worship and community. Its beautiful melody and heartfelt lyrics challenge us to consider how we
glorify God in our lives. Through its accessibility and emotional depth, the piece has secured a place
in the hearts of many, transcending church walls and reaching audiences around the world. As
choirs continue to perform this beloved work, they not only honor the composer but also contribute
to the ongoing legacy of choral music that uplifts and inspires.

Mark Hayes' ability to capture the essence of worship through music ensures that "Lord Be
Glorified" will remain a cherished piece for generations to come, inviting all to join in the act of



glorifying the Lord.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Lord Be Glorified' by Mark Hayes about?
Lord Be Glorified is a choral composition by Mark Hayes that emphasizes themes of worship and
reverence, inviting listeners to glorify God in all aspects of life.

What style of music is 'Lord Be Glorified' written in?
The piece is written in a contemporary choral style that blends traditional hymnody with modern
musical elements, making it accessible for a wide range of choirs.

Who is Mark Hayes?
Mark Hayes is an accomplished American composer, arranger, and pianist known for his
contributions to choral music, especially his uplifting and accessible works for choirs.

Is 'Lord Be Glorified' suitable for church services?
Yes, 'Lord Be Glorified' is often performed in church services and is appropriate for worship settings,
as it aligns with themes of praise and adoration.

What vocal arrangement is used in 'Lord Be Glorified'?
The piece typically features SATB (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass) arrangements, allowing for rich
harmonic textures that enhance the worship experience.

Can 'Lord Be Glorified' be performed by small choirs?
Yes, the piece can be adapted for smaller choirs, making it versatile for various choir sizes and
capabilities.

Are there any notable recordings of 'Lord Be Glorified'?
Yes, several choirs and ensembles have recorded 'Lord Be Glorified', showcasing its popularity and
effectiveness in worship settings.

What message does 'Lord Be Glorified' convey?
The message of 'Lord Be Glorified' conveys a heartfelt desire to honor and glorify God in every
aspect of life, emphasizing devotion and praise.



What instruments are commonly used in performances of
'Lord Be Glorified'?
Performances of 'Lord Be Glorified' often include piano accompaniment, but it can also be enhanced
with various instruments such as strings or woodwinds to enrich the sound.
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