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longman dictionary of contemporary english 6th edition stands as one of the most
comprehensive and user-friendly dictionaries designed specifically for learners of English. The 6th
edition of this authoritative resource continues to provide clear definitions, extensive examples, and
essential usage notes that support both students and educators worldwide. With its updated
vocabulary and modern approach to contemporary English, the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th Edition remains invaluable for understanding current language trends.
This article explores the key features, benefits, and applications of this edition, highlighting why it is
a preferred choice for language learning and teaching. Additionally, the discussion delves into the
dictionary’s design, digital accessibility, and how it compares to other learner dictionaries available
today. Readers will gain thorough insights into the longman dictionary of contemporary english 6th
edition, ensuring an informed decision for educators, learners, and linguists alike.

Overview of the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition

Key Features and Innovations

Benefits for English Language Learners

Digital and Print Accessibility

Comparison with Other Learner Dictionaries

Overview of the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition
The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition is a carefully curated resource that
focuses on providing clear, precise, and contemporary definitions of English words and phrases. Its
primary aim is to support non-native speakers in understanding and using English effectively across
various contexts. This edition builds upon the strengths of its predecessors by incorporating updated
language entries, reflective of global English usage as of the latest linguistic research. It is widely
recognized for its learner-friendly approach that balances thoroughness with accessibility.

History and Development
The Longman Dictionary series has a long-standing reputation for educational excellence, and the
6th edition continues this legacy. Developed by expert lexicographers and language specialists, this
edition incorporates feedback from educators and learners to enhance usability and relevance. It
reflects changes in English vocabulary, including new technological terms, slang, and international
English usage, ensuring users have access to the most current language information.



Target Audience
This dictionary is designed primarily for English language learners at intermediate to advanced
levels. It is also beneficial for teachers, translators, and professionals who require an authoritative
source for contemporary English. The clear layout, detailed explanations, and practical examples
make it suitable for self-study as well as classroom use.

Key Features and Innovations
The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition introduces several notable features
and updates that enhance the learning experience. These innovations reflect a commitment to
providing not only definitions but also context, pronunciation, and grammatical guidance, which are
crucial for mastering English.

Comprehensive Definitions and Examples
Each entry is carefully defined using simple language tailored for learners. The dictionary includes
numerous example sentences that show how words are used in everyday conversation and formal
contexts. This approach helps users grasp nuances and varied meanings effectively.

Collocations and Usage Notes
One of the dictionary’s strengths is its extensive coverage of collocations—common word pairings
that are essential for natural English usage. Usage notes clarify typical mistakes, regional
differences, and register variations, helping learners avoid common pitfalls.

Pronunciation Guides
The 6th edition provides detailed phonetic transcriptions in both British and American English. It
also includes audio support in its digital versions, allowing users to hear correct pronunciations and
practice speaking with confidence.

Visual and Layout Enhancements
The dictionary’s layout is designed to facilitate quick and intuitive navigation. Clear headings, color
coding, and highlighted key information make it easier for users to find relevant data without
confusion. Visual aids such as charts and icons assist in understanding grammatical patterns and
word families.

Benefits for English Language Learners
The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition offers numerous advantages that
support effective language acquisition and usage. Its design and content are tailored to meet the



specific needs of learners at various proficiency levels.

Improved Vocabulary Building
Through detailed definitions, synonyms, antonyms, and collocations, learners can expand their
vocabulary systematically. The dictionary’s focus on contemporary usage ensures that learners
acquire words and phrases relevant to modern communication.

Enhanced Reading and Writing Skills
By providing contextual examples and usage notes, the dictionary helps users not only understand
meanings but also apply words accurately in writing and speech. This holistic approach improves
comprehension and expression.

Support for Exam Preparation
The dictionary aligns with the requirements of popular English language proficiency exams such as
TOEFL, IELTS, and Cambridge assessments. It includes vocabulary and phrases commonly
encountered in these tests, making it a valuable preparatory tool.

Practical Everyday Use
The inclusion of idiomatic expressions, slang, and contemporary terms makes this dictionary useful
for practical daily communication. It bridges the gap between textbook English and real-world
usage.

Digital and Print Accessibility
The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition is available in both traditional print
and advanced digital formats, catering to different user preferences and needs. Accessibility plays a
crucial role in its widespread adoption.

Print Edition
The physical book is durable and user-friendly, with a clear typeface and well-organized content. It is
often used in classrooms and libraries due to its comprehensive coverage and ease of reference.

Online and Mobile Versions
The digital edition enhances usability with search functions, audio pronunciations, and interactive
exercises. Mobile apps provide learners with the convenience of accessing the dictionary anytime
and anywhere, supporting continuous learning.



Integration with Learning Platforms
Many educational institutions incorporate the Longman Dictionary into their online learning
management systems. This integration allows seamless access and facilitates interactive learning
experiences.

Comparison with Other Learner Dictionaries
When evaluating the longman dictionary of contemporary english 6th edition against other popular
learner dictionaries, several distinctive qualities emerge that reinforce its value.

Comparison Criteria
Key factors considered in comparisons include vocabulary coverage, clarity of definitions, usability,
digital features, and support for language learners’ specific needs.

Advantages Over Competitors

Extensive collocation and usage notes: Few learner dictionaries provide as much detail on
natural word combinations.

Focus on contemporary English: The dictionary reflects modern language trends more
accurately.

Balanced approach to British and American English: Both varieties are well-represented,
aiding global learners.

Robust digital tools: Enhanced audio and interactive content surpass many alternatives.

Limitations and Considerations
While the longman dictionary of contemporary english 6th edition excels in many respects, some
users may find its size and detail overwhelming for casual reference. However, this thoroughness is
precisely what makes it a preferred resource for serious learners and educators.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th



Edition?
The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition is a comprehensive learner's
dictionary designed to help English language students understand and use English effectively. It
includes updated vocabulary, clear definitions, and examples.

What are the key features of the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th Edition?
Key features include over 230,000 words, phrases, and meanings, 75,000 example sentences, usage
notes, collocations, pronunciation guides, and integrated digital resources for enhanced learning.

Is the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th
Edition suitable for ESL learners?
Yes, it is specifically designed for ESL learners and includes simplified definitions, example
sentences, and usage notes to aid comprehension and language acquisition.

Does the 6th Edition of the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English include digital or online resources?
Yes, the 6th Edition often comes with access to online resources, such as audio pronunciations,
interactive exercises, and additional language learning tools.

How does the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English
6th Edition differ from previous editions?
The 6th Edition features updated and expanded vocabulary, improved definitions, enhanced digital
integration, and more real-life language examples compared to previous editions.

Can the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th
Edition help with pronunciation?
Yes, it provides phonetic transcriptions using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and audio
pronunciations to help learners improve their speaking skills.

Where can I purchase the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th Edition?
It can be purchased from major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and educational resource
websites. Some versions may also be available as eBooks or apps.



Additional Resources
1. Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, 6th Edition
This is the primary reference book known for its clear definitions, extensive examples, and user-
friendly layout. It is designed for learners of English as a second language, providing over 230,000
words, phrases, and meanings. The 6th edition includes updated vocabulary and new collocations,
making it a comprehensive tool for modern English usage.

2. Longman Collocations Dictionary and Thesaurus
This companion dictionary focuses on the natural combinations of words, helping learners
understand which words commonly go together in English. It is especially useful for improving
writing and speaking fluency by providing collocations, synonyms, and related words. The dictionary
is designed to complement the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English.

3. Longman Advanced American Dictionary
Tailored for advanced learners of American English, this dictionary offers detailed definitions,
example sentences, and pronunciation guides. It emphasizes American vocabulary, idioms, and
usage, making it ideal for students and professionals aiming to master American English nuances.
The dictionary also includes cultural notes and grammar tips.

4. Longman Language Activator
This unique dictionary helps users find the right words to express ideas effectively. Organized by
concept rather than alphabetically, it guides learners through related vocabulary and phrases,
aiding creative writing and speaking. It serves as a practical tool for expanding expressive
capabilities beyond standard dictionary definitions.

5. Longman Pronunciation Dictionary
A specialist resource focusing on the pronunciation of English words, this dictionary provides
phonetic transcriptions and audio support for both British and American English. It is invaluable for
learners and teachers aiming to improve pronunciation accuracy and understanding of different
accents. The 3rd edition includes updated entries and new digital features.

6. Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written English
This comprehensive grammar reference draws on authentic language data to describe how English
is used in real communication. It covers both spoken and written forms, offering insights into
grammar patterns, usage, and variations. The book is essential for linguists, teachers, and advanced
learners who want a thorough understanding of English grammar in context.

7. Longman Student Grammar of Spoken and Written English
Designed as a more accessible version of the Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written English, this
book targets students and teachers. It provides clear explanations, examples, and exercises to help
learners grasp key grammar points in everyday English. The focus on both spoken and written forms
makes it practical for classroom use.

8. Longman Dictionary of Phrasal Verbs and Idiomatic Expressions
This dictionary specializes in phrasal verbs and idioms, which are often challenging for English
learners. It offers clear definitions, examples, and usage notes to help users understand and use
these expressions correctly. The resource complements the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English by addressing a vital aspect of fluency.

9. Longman Academic Writing Series



While not a dictionary, this series supports the development of academic writing skills through
structured lessons and practice exercises. It aligns well with the vocabulary and usage guidance
found in the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English. The series is ideal for students preparing
for academic study or professional writing in English.
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