
longest time of possession drive in nfl history

longest time of possession drive in nfl history is a remarkable feat that highlights a team's ability to control
the game and dominate the clock. Time of possession is a critical statistic in football, reflecting how long a
team maintains control of the ball during a drive or throughout the game. The longest time of possession drive
in NFL history showcases strategic excellence, stamina, and precision by the offensive unit. This article
explores the record-setting drives, the impact of sustained possession, and how these long drives influence the
outcome of games. Additionally, it examines the players and coaches behind these historic moments and the
tactical approaches used to maintain control for extended periods. Understanding these drives provides insight
into game management and the importance of ball control in professional football.
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The Record-Holding Longest Time of Possession Drive in NFL History

The longest time of possession drive in NFL history occurred on November 10, 2013, during a game between the
New England Patriots and the Kansas City Chiefs. The Patriots executed a historic drive that lasted 16
minutes and 5 seconds, consuming more than half of the entire game clock in a single possession. This drive
covered 91 yards and resulted in a touchdown, showcasing the Patriots’ ability to sustain offensive pressure
and control the pace of the game. The drive included a series of methodical plays combining runs and short
passes, demonstrating disciplined play-calling and execution. This record remains a benchmark for time
management and ball control in the NFL.

Details of the Record Drive

The Patriots’ longest possession drive in NFL history began late in the second quarter and extended into the
third. Key elements of the drive included:

Over 20 plays executed with minimal penalties or negative yardage

Effective run-pass balance to keep the defense off balance

Critical third-down conversions that extended the drive

Strong offensive line performance enabling consistent yardage gains

Quarterback precision in short to intermediate passing routes

The culmination of these factors produced a drive that not only exhausted the opposing defense but also
demoralized the Chiefs by limiting their offensive opportunities.



Key Factors Contributing to Long Possession Drives

Several critical factors influence the ability of an NFL team to maintain a long time of possession drive. These
factors combine physical execution, strategic planning, and situational awareness:

Offensive Line and Running Game

A dominant offensive line is essential for sustaining long drives. Effective run blocking opens lanes for running
backs, allowing consistent yardage gains that keep the clock running. Running plays are crucial in time-
consuming drives because the clock continues to run after a run, unlike incomplete passes.

Quarterback Decision-Making and Accuracy

The quarterback’s ability to make quick, accurate decisions is vital. Short, high-percentage passes keep the
chains moving and prevent turnovers. Avoiding risky throws and managing the tempo allow the offense to
maintain possession and avoid clock stoppages.

Third-Down Efficiency

Converting on third downs is a major factor in extending drives. Teams that effectively convert third downs
maintain possession longer and force defenses to stay on the field, which can lead to fatigue and mistakes.

Play Calling and Game Management

Coaches play a significant role in managing the clock and choosing plays that maximize time of possession.
Balanced play calling with a focus on short gains and runs helps sustain drives. Additionally, understanding
when to be aggressive or conservative is critical in maintaining momentum.

Impact of Extended Drives on Game Outcomes

Long time of possession drives can have a profound impact on the overall result of NFL games. Teams that
dominate possession often control the pace, limit opponents’ scoring opportunities, and wear down defenses
physically and mentally.

Control of Game Tempo

By maintaining possession for extended periods, a team controls the clock and tempo, forcing the opposing
offense to play faster and potentially make mistakes. This strategic advantage can disrupt the rhythm of the
opposing team.

Defensive Rest and Fatigue

Extended drives give the offense’s defense valuable rest, helping them stay fresher and more effective when they
return to the field. Conversely, the opposing defense faces increased fatigue, which can result in missed tackles
and blown coverages later in the game.



Psychological Impact

Long drives can demoralize opponents by limiting their chances to possess the ball and score. Sustained drives
build confidence and momentum for the offensive team, often translating into improved performance throughout
the game.

Notable Teams and Players Involved in Long Drives

Over the years, several teams and players have been part of historic long possession drives, demonstrating
exceptional endurance and strategic execution.

New England Patriots

The Patriots are synonymous with ball control and have executed multiple lengthy drives, including the
record-setting drive in 2013. Their disciplined offense under coaches like Bill Belichick and quarterbacks such as
Tom Brady is known for methodically moving the chains.

Pittsburgh Steelers

The Steelers have also been recognized for long possession drives, particularly in the 1970s and early 2000s,
driven by a strong running game and efficient passing attack.

Key Players

Tom Brady – Known for precise passing and game management

Le’Veon Bell – Effective in sustaining drives with patience and power running

Ben Roethlisberger – Ability to extend plays and convert crucial third downs

Offensive linemen such as David DeCastro and Joe Thuney – Critical in creating running lanes

Strategies and Tactics for Sustained Time of Possession

Teams aiming to achieve long time of possession drives employ a variety of strategies that emphasize ball
control and clock management.

Emphasis on the Running Game

Running the football is fundamental to maintaining possession because the game clock continues to run after a
run, unlike incomplete passes or out-of-bounds plays. Teams with strong rushing attacks can methodically
chew up the clock.



Short, High-Percentage Passing

Short passes serve as an extension of the running game by allowing quick gains with minimal risk. Screen passes,
slants, and check-downs help maintain possession and set up third-down conversions.

Effective Third-Down Play Calling

Third-down plays are often designed to gain the necessary yardage to continue the drive without risking
turnovers. Play-action passes and draws can catch defenses off guard, improving conversion rates.

Clock Awareness

Teams with disciplined game management understand when to hurry up or slow down the pace, maximizing clock
usage without sacrificing scoring opportunities. This balance is crucial during critical moments of the game.

Ball Security

Protecting the football is a must for long drives. Turnovers abruptly end drives and shift momentum, so
players emphasize secure ball handling and careful decision-making.

Establish a strong running game to control the clock1.

Incorporate short, safe passing plays to move the chains2.

Prioritize third-down conversions through strategic play-calling3.

Maintain constant awareness of game clock and situation4.

Focus on ball security to avoid turnovers5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the longest time of possession drive in NFL history?

The longest time of possession drive in NFL history lasted 18 minutes and 50 seconds, achieved by the
Indianapolis Colts against the Detroit Lions on November 7, 2016.

Which teams were involved in the longest time of possession drive in NFL
history?

The Indianapolis Colts and the Detroit Lions were involved in the longest time of possession drive in NFL
history.

How many plays were run during the longest time of possession drive in NFL
history?

The longest time of possession drive consisted of 18 plays.



Did the longest time of possession drive in NFL history result in a
touchdown?

No, the longest time of possession drive ended with a field goal.

Which player was the quarterback during the longest time of possession
drive in NFL history?

Andrew Luck was the quarterback for the Indianapolis Colts during the longest time of possession drive.

In which NFL season did the longest time of possession drive occur?

The longest time of possession drive occurred during the 2016 NFL season.

How does the longest time of possession drive impact the outcome of a
game?

A long time of possession drive can tire the opposing defense, control the tempo of the game, and increase the
chances of scoring, often leading to a strategic advantage.

Additional Resources
1. Clock Control: The Art of the Longest Possession Drive in NFL History
This book delves into the strategies and tactics used by NFL teams to maintain possession for extended periods.
It provides an in-depth analysis of the longest possession drives, highlighting key plays and decisions that
contributed to controlling the clock. Readers will gain insights into how ball control can impact the outcome
of a game.

2. Possession Masters: NFL's Most Epic Time of Possession Drives
Explore the stories behind some of the NFL's most remarkable possession drives that set records for duration.
This book captures the drama, skill, and determination that define these extended drives. It also examines the
players and coaches who masterminded these feats.

3. Time on the Clock: A History of NFL's Longest Drives
A historical overview of the longest possession drives in NFL history, this book traces how game strategies
have evolved over the decades. It features memorable drives from different eras and discusses their significance
within the context of the sport's development.

4. Endless Drive: The Science of Sustained NFL Possession
Focusing on the technical and psychological aspects, this book explains how teams maintain focus and
execution over long possession drives. It includes interviews with players and coaches who have experienced the
challenges of sustaining momentum. The book also covers conditioning and play-calling techniques critical to
lengthy drives.

5. Game of Inches: Unlocking NFL's Longest Possession Secrets
This book breaks down the minute details that contribute to long possession drives in the NFL. From offensive
line play to quarterback decision-making, it reveals how small factors accumulate to dominate time of
possession. It is a must-read for fans and analysts interested in the finer points of football strategy.

6. Possession Perfection: NFL's Record-Holding Drives and Their Impact
Analyzing record-setting possession drives, this book explores their impact on games, seasons, and careers. It
highlights how controlling the clock can shift momentum and pressure opponents. The book also discusses the
defensive challenges teams face during extended drives.

7. Hold the Ball: Legendary NFL Time of Possession Drives



This collection of narratives recounts some of the most legendary possession drives in NFL history. Each
chapter tells the story of a different game-changing drive, providing context and player perspectives. The book
celebrates the endurance and skill required to execute these prolonged series.

8. Dominating the Clock: Strategies Behind NFL's Longest Possession Drives
Focusing on coaching philosophies, this book reveals how NFL teams plan and execute long possession drives. It
offers case studies of successful drives, emphasizing play design, tempo control, and risk management. Coaches
and enthusiasts will find valuable lessons within these pages.

9. The Longest Drive: Tales from NFL's Most Unforgettable Possessions
This narrative-driven book shares compelling tales from the NFL's longest possession drives, blending
storytelling with analysis. It captures the human drama and athletic excellence behind these marathon drives.
Readers will appreciate the blend of technical insight and vivid game-day moments.
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