
lola and the boy next door

Lola and the Boy Next Door is a captivating young adult novel written by Stephanie Perkins, released in 2011.
This charming story is a sequel to Perkins' debut novel, "Anna and the French Kiss," and is set in the same
universe, although it can be enjoyed as a standalone read. The novel explores themes of love, identity, and the
complexities of growing up, all wrapped in a narrative filled with humor and heartfelt moments.

In this article, we will delve into the characters, plot, themes, and the reception of "Lola and the Boy Next
Door," providing a comprehensive overview of why this novel has resonated with so many readers.

Plot Overview

"Lola and the Boy Next Door" follows the life of Lola Nolan, a quirky and creative teenager living in San
Francisco. Lola is known for her vibrant personality and distinct fashion sense, which includes her ever-
changing hairstyles and eclectic clothing choices. She has a unique outlook on life, striving to be true to
herself despite the challenges she faces.

The story takes a turn when a familiar face moves back in next door—Cricket Bell, Lola's childhood friend and
first crush. Cricket is now a tall, awkward, and incredibly talented boy who has blossomed into someone Lola
never expected. Their reunion stirs up old feelings, but Lola is already in a relationship with Max, an older and
more established boy. The narrative explores the tension between her loyalty to Max and her unresolved
feelings for Cricket, leading to a complicated love triangle that drives much of the story.

Main Characters

The novel features a rich cast of characters, each contributing to the overall narrative:

Lola Nolan
Lola is a passionate and imaginative protagonist. She is fiercely independent and has a strong sense of self,
often expressed through her fashion choices. Her character grapples with the duality of wanting to find love
while also asserting her individuality.

Cricket Bell
Cricket, the boy next door, is an endearing character who embodies the 'boy next door' trope. He is kind-hearted,
intelligent, and somewhat nerdy, which makes him relatable. His character development is central to the plot as
he navigates his feelings for Lola and the challenges of re-entering her life.

Max
Max is Lola's boyfriend at the beginning of the story. He is charming and confident, but as the story progresses,
his relationship with Lola becomes strained. Max serves as a foil to Cricket, highlighting different aspects of
Lola's personality and desires.

Supporting Characters
The novel also features a range of supporting characters, including Lola's colorful parents, her best friend



Anna (from Perkins' previous novel), and various classmates who add depth to the narrative. Each character
plays a role in shaping Lola's journey and her understanding of love and friendship.

Themes

"Lola and the Boy Next Door" addresses several important themes that resonate with young adult readers:

Identity and Self-Expression
Lola's journey is a testament to the importance of self-acceptance and individuality. She uses fashion as a
means of expressing her emotions and personal identity. The novel emphasizes that embracing one's uniqueness is
essential for personal growth.

Love and Relationships
The exploration of love is central to the narrative. The novel examines the complexities of teenage
relationships, the excitement and confusion of first loves, and the importance of communication and honesty.
Lola's struggle between her feelings for Cricket and her relationship with Max underscores the challenges of
navigating love at a young age.

Friendship and Support
The story also emphasizes the value of friendships in helping individuals discover themselves. Lola's
relationships with her friends and family play a crucial role in her decision-making process and provide a support
system during her emotional turmoil.

Writing Style and Structure

Stephanie Perkins' writing style in "Lola and the Boy Next Door" is engaging and accessible. The narrative is
filled with witty dialogue, vivid descriptions, and relatable emotions. Perkins has a knack for capturing the
essence of teenage life, making the characters and their experiences feel authentic.

The book is structured in a way that allows readers to experience Lola's internal conflicts firsthand. The
alternating moments of joy, heartbreak, and humor create a well-rounded story that keeps readers invested in
Lola's journey.

Reception and Impact

"Lola and the Boy Next Door" received positive reviews from both readers and critics alike. The novel was
praised for its relatable characters, engaging plot, and exploration of meaningful themes. It quickly became a
favorite among young adult readers and helped solidify Perkins' reputation as a leading voice in the genre.

The book has been recognized for its representation of diverse characters and relationships. Lola's unique
personality, along with Cricket's nerdiness, provides a refreshing take on the typical romantic tropes often
found in young adult literature.



A Legacy of Young Adult Romance
The success of "Lola and the Boy Next Door" has contributed to the popularity of contemporary young
adult romance. It has inspired countless authors to explore similar themes of love, identity, and self-discovery
in their own works. Perkins' ability to create relatable characters and authentic experiences has left a lasting
impact on the genre.

Conclusion

"Lola and the Boy Next Door" is a delightful coming-of-age story that captures the essence of teenage love
and the journey of self-discovery. Through Lola's vibrant personality and her complicated relationships with
Cricket and Max, readers are treated to a narrative that is both heartwarming and thought-provoking.

The novel's exploration of themes such as identity, love, and friendship resonates with young adults and
reminds readers of the importance of being true to oneself. Stephanie Perkins' masterful storytelling and
relatable characters make this book a must-read for anyone who enjoys a charming and heartfelt romance.
Whether you are a teenager navigating the complexities of love or an adult reminiscing about your own
youthful experiences, "Lola and the Boy Next Door" is sure to leave a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Lola and the Boy Next Door'?

The main theme revolves around young love, self-discovery, and the complexities of relationships as Lola
navigates her feelings for the boy next door amidst her unique personal style and family dynamics.

How does Lola's character evolve throughout the story?

Lola evolves from being a quirky, confident girl with a strong sense of individuality to someone who learns to
confront her insecurities and the realities of love, ultimately embracing her true self and her emotions.

What role does the setting play in 'Lola and the Boy Next Door'?

The setting in San Francisco adds a vibrant backdrop that enhances the story's themes of creativity and
diversity, reflecting Lola's colorful personality and the dynamics of her relationships.

How does the relationship between Lola and her parents impact the plot?

Lola's relationship with her parents, especially her supportive but protective father, adds depth to the
narrative, highlighting the challenges of adolescence and the importance of family support in navigating
romantic relationships.

What are some key symbols in 'Lola and the Boy Next Door'?

Key symbols include Lola's unique fashion choices, representing her individuality and self-expression, and the
various locations in San Francisco that serve as backdrops for her emotional journey and growth.

How does 'Lola and the Boy Next Door' compare to other works by
Stephanie Perkins?

Similar to other works by Stephanie Perkins, like 'Anna and the French Kiss', 'Lola and the Boy Next Door'



features relatable characters, a blend of humor and romance, and a focus on personal growth within the
context of relationships.
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