
lois lowry son study guide
Lois Lowry son study guide is an essential resource for students and readers who want to delve
deeper into the themes, characters, and narrative style of Lois Lowry's works. Lois Lowry, an
acclaimed author known for her impactful stories aimed at children and young adults, often explores
complex themes such as identity, memory, and the human condition. In this guide, we will explore her
background, her literary contributions, the themes in her works, and specific study tips, making it a
comprehensive resource for anyone studying her writings.

Background on Lois Lowry

Lois Lowry was born on March 20, 1937, in Honolulu, Hawaii. Her experiences growing up in various
locations due to her father's military career significantly influenced her writing. After her family
settled in a suburb of Boston, Lowry developed a love for storytelling. She attended Brown University
and later became a full-time writer after the birth of her children.

Lowry has received numerous awards for her contributions to literature, including the Newbery Medal
for "Number the Stars" in 1990 and "The Giver" in 1994. Her works often address difficult subjects,
making them poignant and thought-provoking for both young adults and children.

Notable Works

Lois Lowry has authored over 30 books, including novels, picture books, and non-fiction. Some of her
most notable works include:

1. The Giver - A dystopian novel that explores themes of memory, individuality, and the importance of
emotions.
2. Number the Stars - A historical fiction that tells the story of a young Danish girl helping her Jewish
friend escape the Nazis during World War II.
3. The Messenger - A sequel to "The Giver," this novel continues to explore themes of community,
choice, and the consequences of one's actions.
4. Anastasia Krupnik - A humorous and relatable story about a young girl navigating the complexities
of growing up.

Each of these works provides rich material for analysis and discussion.

Themes in Lois Lowry's Works

Lois Lowry's stories often delve into profound themes that resonate with readers of all ages.
Understanding these themes can greatly enhance one's appreciation of her works.



1. Memory and Identity

Memory and identity are central themes in many of Lowry's stories. In "The Giver," for instance, the
protagonist Jonas learns the importance of memories in shaping who we are. The concept of a society
devoid of memories raises questions about the value of experiences, both joyful and painful.

- Key Points:
- Memories shape our identities.
- The absence of memories can lead to a lack of understanding and empathy.
- Characters often undergo transformations as they confront their pasts.

2. The Importance of Choice

Lowry's works frequently explore the significance of choice and free will. In "The Giver," the
community's decision to eliminate choice for the sake of sameness raises ethical questions about
autonomy and individual rights.

- Key Points:
- The consequences of a controlled society.
- The moral implications of choices made by individuals.
- The struggle between safety and freedom.

3. The Innocence of Childhood

Lowry often portrays the innocence of childhood, juxtaposed with the harsh realities of the adult
world. This theme is particularly evident in "Number the Stars," where young characters confront the
brutality of war.

- Key Points:
- The transition from innocence to experience.
- The impact of external conflicts on children.
- The strength and resilience of young characters.

Character Analysis

Characters in Lois Lowry's novels are well-developed and often serve as vessels for exploring deeper
themes. Understanding these characters can provide insight into the narrative's complexities.

1. Jonas (The Giver)

Jonas is a twelve-year-old boy who begins to see the flaws in his seemingly perfect society. As he
receives memories from the Giver, he becomes increasingly aware of the importance of emotions and



individuality.

- Character Traits:
- Curious and thoughtful.
- Compassionate and empathetic.
- Courageous in the face of societal norms.

2. Annemarie Johansen (Number the Stars)

Annemarie is a brave young girl who navigates the dangers of Nazi-occupied Denmark to protect her
Jewish friend. Her character embodies courage, loyalty, and resilience.

- Character Traits:
- Resourceful and clever.
- Deeply caring towards her family and friends.
- Willing to take risks for the greater good.

Study Tips for Understanding Lois Lowry's Works

Studying Lois Lowry's literature can be both enjoyable and academically enriching. Here are some tips
to help you engage more deeply with her writings:

1. Read Actively: Take notes while reading. Highlight passages that resonate with you and jot down
questions or thoughts that arise.

2. Discuss with Peers: Engage in discussions with classmates or friends who are also studying her
works. Different perspectives can enhance your understanding.

3. Research Background Information: Understanding the historical and cultural contexts of her stories
can provide valuable insight. For example, researching World War II for "Number the Stars" can
deepen your appreciation of the novel's themes.

4. Analyze Themes and Characters: Create charts or lists that outline the main themes and character
traits. This visual representation can help you make connections throughout the text.

5. Write Reflections: After completing a book, write a reflection on its themes and characters.
Consider how they relate to real-life situations or personal experiences.

6. Explore Adaptations: Some of Lowry's works have been adapted into films or plays. Watching these
adaptations can provide a different perspective on the story.

Conclusion

In summary, the Lois Lowry son study guide serves as an invaluable tool for anyone looking to explore
the depth and complexity of her literature. By understanding her background, the themes she



explores, and the characters she creates, readers can gain a richer understanding of her works.
Through active engagement, discussion, and thoughtful reflection, students can appreciate the
nuances of Lowry's storytelling and the powerful messages she imparts. As you embark on your
journey through her literature, remember that each story offers a unique lens through which to
examine the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Lois Lowry's 'Son'?
The main theme of 'Son' revolves around the concepts of identity, belonging, and the complexities of
love and sacrifice.

Who are the main characters in 'Son'?
The main characters include Claire, the birth mother of Gabe, and her journey of searching for him, as
well as other key figures such as the Chief Elder and the community around them.

How does 'Son' connect to Lois Lowry's other books in The
Giver Quartet?
'Son' serves as a prequel and a sequel to 'The Giver', providing deeper insights into the world Lowry
created, especially the themes of choice and freedom.

What role does memory play in 'Son'?
Memory plays a crucial role in 'Son', as it influences characters' identities and decisions, highlighting
the importance of personal history in shaping who we are.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Son'?
Lois Lowry employs various literary devices in 'Son', including symbolism, foreshadowing, and
character development, to enhance the narrative and themes.

How does Lois Lowry portray the concept of community in
'Son'?
In 'Son', Lowry illustrates community as both a source of support and control, showcasing the tension
between individual desires and societal expectations.

What is Claire's journey in 'Son'?
Claire's journey in 'Son' is one of self-discovery and determination, as she navigates her past as a
birth mother and seeks to reunite with her son, Gabe.



What challenges does Claire face throughout the story?
Claire faces numerous challenges, including the loss of her son, the constraints of her society, and her
quest for identity and freedom.

What message does 'Son' convey about love and sacrifice?
'Son' conveys a powerful message that true love often requires sacrifice and that the bonds between
parents and children can transcend barriers and hardships.

How does 'Son' address the topic of choice?
'Son' addresses the topic of choice by exploring the consequences of limited choices in the society
portrayed, contrasting it with the freedom and responsibility that comes with making one’s own
decisions.
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