
literature and writers in 1850
literature and writers in 1850 marked a pivotal moment in the history of literary
development, reflecting the social, political, and cultural changes of the mid-19th century.
This period witnessed the emergence of significant literary movements, including
Romanticism's waning influence and the rise of Realism, which greatly impacted the
themes and styles explored by writers. The year 1850 stands out for the publication of key
works by prominent authors whose contributions shaped future literary trends. Moreover,
literature in this era was characterized by a diversification of genres, including poetry,
novels, and essays that addressed contemporary issues such as industrialization, social
reform, and existential inquiry. Writers in 1850 were not only creators of imaginative
worlds but also commentators on the evolving human condition. This article provides an
in-depth examination of literature and writers in 1850, highlighting the major figures,
literary movements, and notable works that defined the literary landscape of that time.
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Major Literary Movements in 1850

The literature and writers in 1850 were deeply influenced by several key literary
movements, each reflecting different artistic philosophies and cultural priorities. The
mid-19th century marked a transitional phase between Romanticism and Realism, with
emerging voices challenging earlier conventions and pushing toward a more truthful
representation of life.

Romanticism's Continuing Influence

Although Romanticism was beginning to decline by 1850, its influence persisted in the
works of several writers. Romantic literature emphasized emotion, individualism, nature,
and the sublime, often focusing on heroic figures and the supernatural. Writers of this
period continued to explore these themes, although with a growing awareness of social
realities.



The Rise of Realism

Realism started to gain prominence around 1850, with writers striving to depict everyday
life and society with accuracy and objectivity. This movement rejected the idealization
common in Romantic works and instead focused on ordinary characters, social conditions,
and ethical dilemmas. The literature and writers in 1850 played a crucial role in laying the
groundwork for Realist literature that would dominate the latter half of the century.

Transcendentalism in America

In the United States, Transcendentalism was an important philosophical and literary
movement during this period. Centered around figures such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and
Henry David Thoreau, Transcendentalism emphasized nature, self-reliance, and spiritual
insight, influencing both poetry and prose in 1850.

Prominent Writers of 1850

The year 1850 featured an array of influential writers whose works have become central to
literary studies. These authors contributed to shaping the literary and cultural landscape
with their distinctive voices and groundbreaking ideas.

Charles Dickens

Charles Dickens was one of the most celebrated novelists of the 19th century, known for
his vivid characters and social criticism. By 1850, Dickens had published several major
works, including "David Copperfield" and "Bleak House," which highlighted the stark
realities of Victorian society and the plight of the poor.

Nathaniel Hawthorne

Nathaniel Hawthorne was a key figure in American literature in 1850, notable for his
exploration of moral complexity and human nature. His works often delved into themes of
sin, guilt, and redemption, with "The Scarlet Letter" (published in 1850) standing as a
hallmark of his literary legacy.

Emily Dickinson

Though largely unpublished during her lifetime, Emily Dickinson was beginning to develop



the unique poetic voice that would later define her contribution to American literature.
Her poetry from around 1850 reflects innovative use of form and language, focusing on
themes of death, immortality, and nature.

Victor Hugo

Victor Hugo was a towering figure in French literature during this time, blending
Romanticism with social and political concerns. His works addressed themes of justice,
human suffering, and revolution, making him a prominent literary voice in 1850.

Significant Literary Works Published in 1850

The literature and writers in 1850 contributed several key publications that have endured
as classics. These works highlight the diversity and richness of the literary output during
this period.

"The Scarlet Letter" by Nathaniel Hawthorne – A profound exploration of sin and
social judgment in Puritan America.

"David Copperfield" by Charles Dickens (completed around this time) – A semi-
autobiographical novel showcasing Dickens's mastery of character and social
critique.

"Leaves of Grass" (expanded edition) by Walt Whitman – A revolutionary collection
of poetry celebrating democracy, nature, and individuality.

"Les Châtiments" by Victor Hugo – A collection of political poems condemning the
regime of Napoleon III.

"The House of the Seven Gables" by Nathaniel Hawthorne – A Gothic novel
addressing themes of ancestral guilt and retribution.

Themes and Styles in 1850 Literature

The literature and writers in 1850 engaged with a variety of themes and stylistic
approaches that reflected the complexities of their era. These themes often intersected
with the social and political upheavals of the time.



Social Criticism and Reform

Many writers used their works to critique social injustices such as poverty, class
inequality, and political corruption. Literature became a platform to advocate for reform
and to expose societal flaws.

Exploration of Morality and Human Nature

Questions of morality, sin, and redemption were central to much of the literature in 1850.
Writers probed the psychological and ethical dimensions of their characters, often
highlighting internal conflicts and moral ambiguities.

Innovations in Narrative Style

Authors experimented with narrative techniques, including shifting perspectives,
unreliable narrators, and intricate character development. These innovations contributed
to the evolving art of storytelling during this period.

Impact of Historical Context on Literature

The literature and writers in 1850 were profoundly influenced by the historical and
cultural conditions of their time. The mid-19th century was characterized by rapid
industrialization, political revolutions, and social change, all of which found expression in
literary works.

Industrial Revolution and Urbanization

The transformative effects of the Industrial Revolution, including urban growth and
changing labor conditions, inspired writers to depict the challenges of modern life.
Literature often addressed the alienation and social disruption caused by these
developments.

Political Upheaval and Nationalism

Political movements and revolutions across Europe and America influenced themes of
freedom, justice, and national identity in literature. Writers responded to these events
with works that ranged from revolutionary fervor to cautious critique.



Advances in Publishing and Literacy

The expansion of printing technology and increasing literacy rates facilitated wider
dissemination of literature. This democratization of reading influenced the types of works
produced and the audiences reached by writers in 1850.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were some of the prominent writers in 1850?
Prominent writers in 1850 included Nathaniel Hawthorne, Charles Dickens, Herman
Melville, Alfred Lord Tennyson, and the Brontë sisters.

What were the major literary movements around 1850?
The major literary movements around 1850 included Romanticism, which was
transitioning into Realism, as well as early influences of Victorian literature in England
and Transcendentalism in the United States.

What significant literary works were published around
1850?
Notable literary works around 1850 include Nathaniel Hawthorne's "The Scarlet Letter"
(1850), Alfred Lord Tennyson's "In Memoriam A.H.H.", and the ongoing serialization of
Charles Dickens' novels such as "David Copperfield."

How did historical events in 1850 influence literature
and writers?
The political and social changes of 1850, including the aftermath of the 1848 revolutions
in Europe and the growing tensions over slavery in the US, influenced writers to address
themes of social justice, morality, and human rights in their works.

What role did women writers play in literature around
1850?
Women writers like the Brontë sisters (Charlotte, Emily, and Anne) and Elizabeth Barrett
Browning made significant contributions around 1850, challenging traditional gender
roles and expanding the themes and perspectives in literature.

Additional Resources
1. David Copperfield
Charles Dickens’ semi-autobiographical novel, published in 1850, chronicles the life of the



titular character from childhood to maturity. It captures the struggles of an orphaned boy
growing up in Victorian England and the colorful characters he meets along the way. The
novel explores themes of perseverance, personal growth, and social reform.

2. The Scarlet Letter
Although published earlier in 1850, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s classic work delves into the
moral complexities of sin and redemption in Puritan New England. The story centers on
Hester Prynne, who is publicly shamed for adultery and must wear the scarlet letter “A” as
a symbol of her transgression. The book is a profound exploration of guilt, legalism, and
the human condition.

3. The House of the Seven Gables
This 1851 novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne explores themes of guilt, retribution, and
atonement through the story of a family cursed by ancestral sins. Set in a gloomy mansion
in Salem, Massachusetts, the narrative intertwines supernatural elements with social
commentary. It reflects Hawthorne’s fascination with Puritan history and moral
complexity.

4. Bleak House
Charles Dickens’ serialized novel, completed in 1853, critiques the English legal system
through the case of Jarndyce and Jarndyce. The book features a wide array of characters
and subplots, highlighting issues of social injustice, poverty, and bureaucracy. Its intricate
narrative structure and vivid descriptions make it a landmark in Victorian literature.

5. Walden; or, Life in the Woods
Henry David Thoreau’s 1854 work is a reflection on simple living in natural surroundings.
Based on his experiment of living in a cabin near Walden Pond, the book combines natural
history, philosophy, and social criticism. It has become a foundational text for
environmentalism and transcendentalism.

6. Leaves of Grass
Walt Whitman’s groundbreaking poetry collection, first published in 1855, celebrates
democracy, nature, and the human spirit. Whitman’s free verse style broke from
traditional poetic forms, emphasizing individuality and the interconnectedness of all life.
The book was controversial at the time but is now considered a cornerstone of American
literature.

7. Hard Times
Published in 1854, this novel by Charles Dickens addresses the harsh realities of
industrialization in England. It critiques utilitarianism and the dehumanizing effects of
factory life through the story of the fictional Coketown. The book combines social critique
with vivid characterizations and moral questions about education and compassion.

8. Jane Eyre
Charlotte Brontë’s 1847 novel, still widely read in 1850, tells the story of an orphaned
girl’s growth into a strong, independent woman. The novel explores themes of love,
morality, and social class, and is notable for its gothic elements and complex narrative
voice. Jane Eyre remains a seminal work in the development of the novel as a form.

9. Moby-Dick
Herman Melville’s 1851 masterpiece is an epic tale of obsession and revenge centered on



Captain Ahab’s pursuit of the white whale. The novel combines adventure, philosophy, and
detailed descriptions of whaling life. Though initially met with mixed reviews, it has
become one of the greatest works in American literature.
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