lily secret life of bees

Lily Secret Life of Bees is an essential aspect of Sue Monk Kidd's acclaimed
novel "The Secret Life of Bees." This coming-of-age story, set against the
backdrop of the American South during the civil rights movement, explores
themes of love, loss, and the search for identity. Lily Owens, the
protagonist, embarks on a journey that is as much about understanding herself
as it is about the relationships she forges with the women who become her
surrogate family. This article delves into the character of Lily and her
secret life, examining her development, relationships, and the symbolic
significance of bees in her journey.

Lily Owens: A Complex Protagonist

Lily Owens is a multifaceted character who grapples with her past and seeks
her place in the world. Orphaned at a young age, Lily is burdened by the
weight of her mother’s mysterious death. Her relationship with her father, T.
Ray, is fraught with tension and abuse, leading her to feel isolated and
desperate for connection. Throughout the novel, Lily's character evolves from
a troubled girl into a young woman who begins to understand love,
forgiveness, and what it means to be part of a community.

Early Life and Struggles

Lily’s early life is marked by:

- Emotional Trauma: The loss of her mother and the neglect she suffers at the
hands of T. Ray create deep emotional scars.

- Desire for Acceptance: Lily yearns for her father’s love and struggles with
feelings of worthlessness.

- Curiosity and Rebellion: Her inquisitive nature leads her to question
societal norms and seek her own truth.

These elements contribute to Lily's secret life, which is characterized by
her internal struggles and longing for understanding.

The Quest for Identity

Lily's journey to uncover her identity is central to "The Secret Life of
Bees." The novel illustrates her quest through several key experiences that
shape her understanding of herself and the world around her.



Journey to Tiburon

After an incident with T. Ray, Lily flees with her caregiver, Rosaleen, to
Tiburon, South Carolina. This journey marks the beginning of Lily’s
transformation. In Tiburon, she discovers the Boatwright sisters—August,
June, and May—who play pivotal roles in her life. Each sister represents
different aspects of womanhood and strength, offering Lily guidance and
support.

Relationship with the Boatwright Sisters

The Boatwright sisters become a surrogate family for Lily, each imparting
wisdom and life lessons:

1. August Boatwright: As a nurturing figure, August teaches Lily about
beekeeping and the significance of the bees, symbolizing community and the
interconnectedness of life.

2. June Boatwright: The more guarded sister challenges Lily'’s perceptions and
helps her confront her past, teaching her about resilience and the
complexities of relationships.

3. May Boatwright: May’s emotional depth and sensitivity highlight the
importance of empathy and understanding in healing.

Through her interactions with the sisters, Lily learns valuable lessons about
love, forgiveness, and the power of female bonds.

The Symbolism of Bees

Bees play a crucial role in "The Secret Life of Bees," serving as a powerful
metaphor for Lily’s journey. The symbolism of bees can be explored through
several lenses:

Community and Connection

Bees symbolize the strength of community and the importance of nurturing
relationships. Just as bees work together to create honey, the women in
Lily’s life come together to support and uplift one another. This theme
emphasizes the necessity of connection in overcoming personal struggles.

Transformation and Growth

Bees undergo a transformation from larvae to fully developed insects,



mirroring Lily’s own growth. Throughout her journey, she learns to embrace
her identity, confront her past, and ultimately find her place in the world.
The process of beekeeping, taught to her by August, symbolizes the hard work
and dedication required for personal growth.

Feminine Power and Resilience

The bee colony serves as a model of feminine strength and resilience. The
worker bees, primarily female, are responsible for maintaining the hive,
nurturing the queen, and ensuring the survival of the colony. This reflects
the novel'’s overarching theme of the power of women, particularly in the face
of societal challenges and personal adversities.

The Importance of Forgiveness

A significant theme in Lily’s secret life is the concept of forgiveness.
Throughout the novel, Lily battles her feelings of guilt over her mother’s
death and her complicated relationship with T. Ray. Her journey towards
forgiveness includes several key moments:

Confronting the Past

Lily’s decision to leave T. Ray and seek answers about her mother’s life is a
crucial step in her healing process. By confronting her past, she begins to
understand the complexities of her mother’s choices and the impact they had
on her own life.

Learning to Forgive Herself

Lily’s journey also involves learning to forgive herself for her perceived
role in her mother’s death. This internal struggle is encapsulated in her

relationship with the Boatwright sisters, who help her realize that self-

forgiveness is essential for moving forward.

Conclusion: A Journey of Self-Discovery

In "The Secret Life of Bees," Lily Owens’ secret life is a testament to the
power of love, community, and the resilience of the human spirit. Through her
relationships with the Boatwright sisters and her experiences with bees, Lily
evolves from a troubled girl into a young woman who understands the
importance of connection and forgiveness.



The novel poignantly illustrates that the journey of self-discovery is often
fraught with challenges, but it is through these struggles that individuals
can find their true selves. Ultimately, Lily’'s story serves as an inspiration
for readers, encouraging them to embrace their own journeys and the
transformative power of love and community. The secret life of bees,
intertwined with Lily’s growth and understanding, becomes a powerful symbol
of hope and resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Secret
Life of Bees'?

The main themes include racism, the search for maternal figures, the
importance of female community, and the journey of self-discovery.

How does Lily's relationship with her father
influence her character development?

Lily's strained relationship with her father, who is abusive and neglectful,
drives her to seek love and acceptance elsewhere, ultimately shaping her
quest for identity and belonging.

What role do bees play in the symbolism of the
novel?

Bees symbolize community, hard work, and the importance of nurturing
relationships. The act of beekeeping reflects the idea of creating a
supportive environment and the interconnectedness of life.

Who are the key female figures in Lily's life and
how do they impact her journey?

Key figures include August Boatwright, who serves as a motherly figure, and
May Boatwright, who embodies emotional depth and compassion. Their influence
helps Lily understand love, resilience, and the strength of female bonds.

How does the setting of the South during the Civil
Rights Movement affect the story?

The setting amplifies the racial tensions and injustices of the time,
providing a backdrop for Lily's personal growth and the challenges faced by
the characters, highlighting the struggle for equality and understanding.



In what ways does 'The Secret Life of Bees' address
the concept of forgiveness?

The novel addresses forgiveness through Lily's journey to reconcile her
feelings towards her mother and her father, illustrating how forgiveness is
essential for healing and moving forward in life.
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