
liddell and scott greek lexicon
Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon is an essential resource for anyone studying ancient
Greek language and literature. This comprehensive lexicon, first published in the 19th
century, has become a cornerstone for classical studies, providing in-depth definitions,
etymologies, and examples of usage for a vast array of Greek words. In this article, we will
explore the history, features, significance, and usage of the Liddell and Scott Greek
Lexicon, as well as its impact on the study of classical languages.

History of the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon

The Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon, officially titled "A Greek-English Lexicon," was
developed by two prominent scholars: Henry George Liddell and Robert Scott. Their
collaboration produced the first edition in 1843, which aimed to fill a significant gap in
Greek lexicography.

Origins and Development

1. Henry George Liddell: A classical scholar and headmaster of Oxford's Christ Church,
Liddell had a deep commitment to education and the study of ancient languages. His role in
the lexicon was pivotal, as he brought a wealth of knowledge and experience.

2. Robert Scott: A fellow of the University of Oxford, Scott was an accomplished philologist
and contributed extensively to the lexicon's content. His expertise in Greek literature and
language made him an ideal partner for Liddell.

The lexicon was first published as a response to the need for a comprehensive and
accessible reference for students and scholars alike. Over the years, it has undergone
numerous revisions and updates, with the most notable edition being the 9th edition,
published in 1940.

Key Editions

The lexicon has seen several key editions, each refining the previous work:

- First Edition (1843): The original edition laid the groundwork for subsequent revisions.
- Second Edition (1883): This edition incorporated more extensive definitions and examples.
- Ninth Edition (1940): This edition, edited by Sir James Augustus Heddle and others, is
often regarded as the definitive version, providing exhaustive coverage of Greek
vocabulary.



Features of the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon

The Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon is distinguished by several key features that enhance
its utility for users:

Comprehensive Coverage

The lexicon covers an extensive range of Greek words, from classical literature to later
Greek dialects. It includes:

- Standard Vocabulary: Common words and phrases used in ancient texts.
- Rare and Obscure Terms: Less frequently encountered words, providing depth for
advanced study.
- Proper Nouns: Names of people, places, and historical figures.

Detailed Definitions and Etymologies

Each entry in the lexicon provides:

- Definitions: Clear and concise explanations of the meaning of words.
- Etymology: Information on the origin and history of words, tracing their development
through time.
- Usage Examples: Citations from classical texts to illustrate how words were used in
context.

Grammatical Information

The lexicon offers essential grammatical details for each word, including:

- Part of Speech: Identification of nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc.
- Declensions and Conjugations: Information on how words change form based on case,
number, and tense.

Cross-Referencing and Indexing

The lexicon features a sophisticated system of cross-references, allowing scholars to
navigate related terms easily. This feature is particularly helpful for exploring synonyms,
antonyms, and variations in usage across different texts.



Significance of the Liddell and Scott Greek
Lexicon

The Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon holds immense significance in the field of classical
studies for several reasons.

Academic Importance

- Essential Reference Tool: It serves as a fundamental resource for students, educators, and
researchers in the field of ancient Greek studies.
- Support for Translation: The lexicon aids in the translation and interpretation of Greek
texts, facilitating a deeper understanding of literature, philosophy, and history.

Cultural Impact

- Influence on Scholarship: The lexicon has influenced generations of scholars and remains
a key reference in academic publications.
- Legacy in Language Education: It has shaped curricula in classical studies programs
around the world, promoting the study of ancient languages.

Using the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon

For students and scholars, effectively using the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon involves
understanding its structure and navigating its entries.

How to Access the Lexicon

The lexicon is available in various formats, including:

- Print Editions: Physical copies of the lexicon can be found in libraries and bookstores.
- Digital Versions: Online platforms and databases provide access to the lexicon, often with
search functionalities for ease of use.

Navigating the Lexicon

When using the lexicon, consider the following steps:

1. Identifying the Word: Determine the Greek word you are researching.
2. Finding the Entry: Use the alphabetical arrangement to locate the word in the lexicon.
3. Reviewing Information: Examine the definition, etymology, and examples of usage to



gain a comprehensive understanding of the word.

Practical Tips for Students

- Cross-Reference Terms: Take advantage of the cross-referencing system to explore
related words.
- Practice Reading: Use the lexicon alongside reading Greek texts to reinforce vocabulary
acquisition.
- Consult Other Resources: Integrate the lexicon with other scholarly tools, such as
grammars and commentaries, for a well-rounded approach to study.

Challenges and Limitations

While the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon is a remarkable resource, it is not without its
challenges and limitations.

Outdated Entries

As language evolves, some entries may become outdated or less relevant. Scholars should
be aware that newer research and lexicons may provide updated information.

Complexity for Beginners

The lexicon's depth can be overwhelming for beginners. New students of ancient Greek
may initially struggle with the wealth of information available, making guided study
essential.

Conclusion

The Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon remains an indispensable tool for anyone studying
ancient Greek language and literature. Its comprehensive coverage, detailed definitions,
and grammatical insights provide a solid foundation for understanding the complexities of
Greek vocabulary. Despite its challenges, the lexicon's significance in the academic world is
unparalleled, ensuring its continued relevance in classical studies for years to come.
Whether you are a student, educator, or researcher, the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon is
a vital resource that will enhance your engagement with the rich tapestry of ancient Greek
thought and expression.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon?
The Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon is a comprehensive dictionary of Ancient Greek, widely
used in the study of Greek language and literature.

Who were Liddell and Scott?
Henry George Liddell and Robert Scott were scholars who compiled the lexicon, first
published in 1843, to assist students and scholars in understanding Ancient Greek.

How has the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon evolved
over time?
The lexicon has undergone multiple revisions and updates, with the most recent editions
expanding its entries and improving definitions based on ongoing scholarship.

Is the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon available online?
Yes, various editions of the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon are available online, including
digital versions that can be accessed for free or through academic subscriptions.

What are the main features of the Liddell and Scott
Greek Lexicon?
The lexicon includes definitions, word origins, usage examples, and citations from classical
texts, making it a valuable resource for students and scholars.

How do I use the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon for my
studies?
Students can use the lexicon to look up Greek words, understand their meanings and
grammatical forms, and find examples of usage in classical literature.

What is the significance of the Liddell and Scott Greek
Lexicon in classical studies?
It is considered an essential reference work for classical philology, providing critical support
for the study of Ancient Greek language, literature, and culture.

Are there any alternatives to the Liddell and Scott
Greek Lexicon?
Yes, there are several alternatives such as the Bailly Greek-French Dictionary and the
Greek-English Lexicon by Autenrieth, but Liddell and Scott remains the most widely used.



Can the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon help with
learning Modern Greek?
While primarily focused on Ancient Greek, some entries may provide insights into the roots
and meanings of words that are relevant in Modern Greek.

What editions of the Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon
are most commonly referenced?
The most commonly referenced editions include the intermediate lexicon and the larger,
unabridged version, each catering to different levels of scholarly need.
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