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The Liberty University History Department is a vibrant academic hub situated within the larger framework of
Liberty University, a private Christian university located in Lynchburg, Virginia. Established in 1971, Liberty
University has grown to become one of the largest Christian universities in the world, with a commitment to
providing a comprehensive education that is grounded in biblical principles. The History Department plays a
crucial role in this mission by offering programs that emphasize the study of history from a Christian
worldview, encouraging students to engage deeply with the past while developing critical thinking and
analytical skills.

Foundation and Development

The History Department at Liberty University has its roots in the early years of the institution. As the
university expanded its academic offerings, the need for a robust history program became evident. The department
was officially established as part of the College of Arts and Sciences, aligning with Liberty’s mission to
provide a liberal arts education that integrates faith and learning.

Early Years

During its formative years, the History Department focused on building a curriculum that would not only meet
academic standards but also reflect the values of the university. Faculty members were selected not only for
their academic credentials but also for their commitment to the university’s mission. This focus on integrating
faith with education set the foundation for the department’s future growth.

Growth and Expansion

As Liberty University grew in enrollment and reputation, so too did the History Department. The late 1990s
and early 2000s saw significant expansion in the department’s offerings, including the introduction of graduate
programs and specialized tracks within the undergraduate curriculum. This growth was driven by an increasing
demand for history graduates in various fields, including education, law, government, and public service.

Academic Programs

The Liberty University History Department offers a range of academic programs designed to cater to the diverse
interests and career aspirations of its students.

Undergraduate Programs

1. Bachelor of Arts in History: This program provides a comprehensive overview of historical events, themes,
and methodologies, allowing students to engage with various time periods and geographical regions. The
curriculum emphasizes critical thinking, research skills, and effective communication.

2. Bachelor of Science in History Education: Tailored for students who aspire to become educators, this
program combines history coursework with pedagogical training, equipping future teachers with the knowledge
and skills necessary to inspire the next generation of students.



3. Minors and Concentrations: The department also offers minors in history and specialized concentrations in
areas such as American history, European history, and world history, allowing students to tailor their
education to their specific interests.

Graduate Programs

The History Department at Liberty University also offers graduate-level programs, including:

1. Master of Arts in History: This program is designed for students seeking to deepen their understanding of
historical scholarship and prepare for advanced research or teaching positions.

2. Master of Arts in History with a focus on Public History: This concentration is aimed at students
interested in applying their historical knowledge in public settings, including museums, archives, and historical
sites.

Teaching Philosophy and Methodology

The faculty within the Liberty University History Department are committed to a teaching philosophy that
emphasizes the integration of faith and learning. This approach is reflected in the following key principles:

Faith Integration

Faculty members encourage students to explore how their faith intersects with historical study. This unique
perspective fosters a deeper understanding of historical events and encourages students to consider the moral
and ethical implications of historical actions.

Critical Thinking and Analysis

Students are trained to think critically about historical narratives and sources. The department emphasizes
the importance of evaluating primary and secondary sources, understanding historiography, and recognizing the
complexities of historical interpretation.

Engaged Learning

The History Department promotes active and engaged learning through various pedagogical strategies,
including:

- Capstone Projects: Students are often required to complete a capstone project that allows them to
conduct original research and present their findings.
- Discussion-Based Learning: Courses typically incorporate discussions that encourage students to
articulate their views and engage with diverse perspectives.
- Field Trips and Experiential Learning: The department organizes field trips to historical sites, museums, and
archives, providing students with hands-on experiences that enrich their understanding of history.



Research Opportunities

Research is a vital component of the academic experience within the Liberty University History Department.
Faculty members are active researchers in their fields, and students are encouraged to participate in research
projects.

Student Research Initiatives

1. Undergraduate Research: The department promotes undergraduate research through various initiatives,
including research conferences and symposiums where students can present their work.

2. Collaborative Faculty-Student Research: Faculty often collaborate with students on research projects,
providing mentorship and guidance throughout the research process.

3. Publications and Conferences: Students have opportunities to publish their research in academic journals and
present at national and regional conferences, gaining valuable experience and exposure in the academic
community.

Community Engagement

The Liberty University History Department emphasizes the importance of community engagement and service.
Faculty and students often participate in local historical organizations, museums, and community events to
promote historical awareness and education.

Partnerships with Historical Organizations

The department has established partnerships with various historical organizations, enabling students to
engage in internships and volunteer opportunities that enhance their learning and provide practical experience in
the field.

Public Lectures and Events

The department regularly hosts public lectures, seminars, and events featuring guest speakers from various
fields of history. These events provide students and the community with opportunities to engage with
contemporary historical issues and learn from experts in the field.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Liberty University History Department stands as a testament to the university’s commitment
to providing a well-rounded education that integrates faith, learning, and community engagement. Through its
diverse academic programs, emphasis on critical thinking, and dedication to research and community service, the
department prepares students to become informed citizens and leaders in their respective fields. As Liberty
University continues to grow and evolve, the History Department remains a vital part of its mission, shaping
the next generation of historians and educators who will contribute to the understanding and appreciation of
history from a Christian perspective.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main areas of study within the Liberty University History
Department?

The Liberty University History Department offers programs focused on American history, European history,
world history, and specialized topics such as military history and historiography.

What degrees are offered by the Liberty University History Department?

The department offers Bachelor's degrees in History, a Master's degree in History, and various minors that
complement other fields of study.

How does the Liberty University History Department integrate a Christian
worldview into its curriculum?

The History Department at Liberty University emphasizes a Christian perspective by exploring how faith has
influenced historical events and encouraging students to analyze history through a biblical lens.

What opportunities are available for undergraduate students in the Liberty
University History Department?

Undergraduate students can engage in research projects, internships, and participate in various clubs such as
the History Club, which promotes academic and social activities related to history.

How does the Liberty University History Department prepare students for
careers?

The department prepares students for diverse careers in education, public history, government, and non-profit
organizations through comprehensive coursework and practical experiences.

What research topics are faculty members in the Liberty University History
Department currently exploring?

Faculty members are engaged in research on topics such as early American history, the Civil War, religious
movements, and the impact of globalization on history.

Are there any notable alumni from the Liberty University History
Department?

Yes, the department has notable alumni who have gone on to work in education, historical preservation, and
public service, contributing significantly to their fields.

What resources does the Liberty University History Department provide for
students?

The department offers access to extensive library resources, archives, and digital databases, as well as
opportunities for mentorship from faculty members who are experts in their fields.
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