
lewis carroll the hunting of the snark
Lewis Carroll's "The Hunting of the Snark" is one of the most intriguing and whimsical
works of literature to emerge from the mind of the renowned author and mathematician,
Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, better known by his pen name, Lewis Carroll. First published
in 1876, this nonsensical poem has captivated readers with its rich imagination, bizarre
characters, and blend of humor and absurdity. In this article, we will delve into the
themes, characters, structure, and the lasting legacy of "The Hunting of the Snark."

Overview of "The Hunting of the Snark"

"The Hunting of the Snark" is a narrative poem that consists of eight parts, each filled with
peculiar characters and surreal situations. The poem is often described as a nonsense tale,
a genre that Carroll helped to popularize. At its core, it tells the story of a group of
adventurers on a quest to find an elusive creature known as the Snark. The poem is rich in
wordplay, fantastical imagery, and philosophical undertones, making it a unique reading
experience.

Plot Summary

The poem begins with a mysterious character known as the Bellman, who gathers a crew
to embark on a voyage in search of the Snark. The crew consists of various eccentric
characters, each with their own quirks and specialties. The narrative unfolds as the crew
travels through whimsical landscapes, facing various challenges and encountering strange
creatures.

The journey is filled with absurdities, such as a Beaver who knits and a Baker who is
worried about his lost goods. As they move closer to their goal, the tension builds,
culminating in a climactic encounter with the Snark, which remains elusive and enigmatic
throughout the poem.

Characters of "The Hunting of the Snark"

The characters in "The Hunting of the Snark" are as varied and colorful as the poem itself.
Each character serves to enrich the narrative and contribute to its overarching themes of
absurdity and the absurdity of existence. Below are some of the notable characters:

The Bellman: The leader of the expedition, he is characterized by his authoritative
demeanor and penchant for grand speeches.

The Baker: A central figure in the story, he is depicted as anxious and somewhat
inept, representing the everyman on a quest.



The Beaver: An industrious character who can knit, the Beaver embodies the theme
of creativity and resourcefulness.

The Snark: The titular creature, the Snark is never fully defined, symbolizing the
elusive nature of goals and desires.

The Butcher: He is characterized by his brutishness and lack of intelligence,
serving as a foil to the more whimsical characters.

The Barrister: A legal figure in the crew, he represents the absurdity of law and
order in a chaotic world.

Each character’s quirks and idiosyncrasies add to the whimsical tone of the poem, while
also serving as reflections of human nature and society.

Thematic Elements

"The Hunting of the Snark" explores various themes that resonate with readers across
generations. Some of the prominent themes include:

Absurdity and Nonsense

At its core, "The Hunting of the Snark" is a celebration of absurdity. The nonsensical
language and bizarre situations challenge the conventions of rational thought and logic.
Carroll's use of playful language invites readers to embrace the absurdity of life,
suggesting that not everything has to make sense.

The Nature of Quest and Discovery

The expedition to find the Snark can be interpreted as a metaphor for the human quest for
meaning and understanding. The characters each have their own motivations and desires,
reflecting the complexity of human aspirations. The elusive Snark symbolizes the ultimate
goal that often remains out of reach, mirroring the journey of self-discovery that many
individuals embark upon.

Identity and Transformation

The characters in the poem undergo various transformations, both physically and
metaphorically. The Baker, for example, struggles with his identity as he grapples with his
fears and insecurities. Carroll's exploration of identity resonates deeply with readers, as it
reflects the universal human experience of seeking self-knowledge.



Structure and Style

Carroll's "The Hunting of the Snark" is notable for its unique structure and style. The
poem is divided into eight parts, each with its own rhythm and rhyme scheme. The use of
consistent meter and playful language contributes to the poem's whimsical tone. Here are
some key structural elements:

Rhyme Scheme: The poem follows a loose rhyme scheme that enhances its1.
musicality.

Repetition: Carroll employs repetition to create a sense of rhythm and to emphasize2.
certain themes.

Imagery: Vivid and imaginative descriptions bring the poem's nonsensical world to3.
life, engaging the reader's imagination.

Carroll's mastery of language and his ability to play with words make "The Hunting of the
Snark" a delightful reading experience. His use of puns, neologisms, and playful syntax
invites readers to engage with the text on multiple levels.

The Legacy of "The Hunting of the Snark"

Since its publication, "The Hunting of the Snark" has left a lasting impact on literature and
popular culture. Its influence can be seen in various forms of media, including adaptations
in theater, film, and music. The poem has inspired countless artists, writers, and scholars,
solidifying Carroll's status as a master of nonsense literature.

Cultural References

The Snark has become a cultural icon, often referenced in discussions about the absurd
and the incomprehensible aspects of life. The phrase "hunting the Snark" has even entered
the lexicon as a metaphor for pursuing something elusive or unattainable.

Adaptations and Interpretations

Numerous adaptations of "The Hunting of the Snark" exist, showcasing its versatility as a
source of inspiration. From animated films to theatrical productions, the poem continues
to resonate with audiences of all ages. Scholars have also delved into its deeper meanings,
exploring its philosophical implications and connections to Victorian society.



Conclusion

In conclusion, Lewis Carroll's "The Hunting of the Snark" is a remarkable work of
literature that combines whimsy, absurdity, and profound themes. Through its eccentric
characters, playful language, and exploration of the human experience, the poem invites
readers to embrace the nonsensical aspects of life while reflecting on their own quests for
meaning. As a significant piece of nonsense literature, "The Hunting of the Snark" remains
a timeless masterpiece that continues to inspire and delight readers around the world. Its
legacy is a testament to Carroll's imaginative genius and the enduring power of
storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Hunting of the Snark'?
The main theme of 'The Hunting of the Snark' is the absurdity of the human quest for
meaning and the often illogical nature of existence.

Who are the main characters in 'The Hunting of the
Snark'?
The main characters include the Bellman, the Baker, the Beaver, the Butcher, the
Bonnetmaker, and the Snark itself, among others.

What literary style is 'The Hunting of the Snark' written
in?
The poem is written in a nonsense verse style, characterized by playful language,
whimsical characters, and absurd situations.

How does 'The Hunting of the Snark' reflect Lewis
Carroll's other works?
Like 'Alice's Adventures in Wonderland', 'The Hunting of the Snark' employs nonsensical
elements and explores themes of identity, logic, and the imagination.

What is the significance of the Snark in the poem?
The Snark symbolizes the elusive nature of goals and desires, representing something that
is sought after but may never be truly understood or captured.

Is 'The Hunting of the Snark' considered a children's



poem?
While it can be enjoyed by children, 'The Hunting of the Snark' has layers of meaning and
absurdity that appeal to adult audiences as well.

What is the structure of 'The Hunting of the Snark'?
The poem is composed of eight parts, each containing a varying number of stanzas, and
follows a rhymed verse pattern.

How has 'The Hunting of the Snark' influenced popular
culture?
The poem has inspired various adaptations, including films, musicals, and artworks, and
continues to be referenced in discussions about nonsense literature.

What is the role of humor in 'The Hunting of the Snark'?
Humor plays a crucial role, using wordplay, irony, and absurdity to challenge traditional
narratives and provoke thought.

What are some key quotes from 'The Hunting of the
Snark'?
Key quotes include lines that highlight the absurdity of the characters' quests and the
famous refrain about the Snark, emphasizing its mysterious and elusive nature.
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