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Lemony Snicket: Who Could That Be at This Hour? is the first book in the "All the Wrong
Questions" series, a prequel to the beloved "A Series of Unfortunate Events." Written by
Daniel Handler under the pseudonym Lemony Snicket, this book introduces readers to a
new set of mysteries, characters, and the signature dark humor that Snicket is known for. In
this article, we will delve into the themes, characters, and narrative style of the book, as
well as its place within the larger context of Snicket’s works.

Overview of the Book

Lemony Snicket: Who Could That Be at This Hour? was published in 2012 and follows the
story of a young Snicket, who is tasked with solving a mystery in the fictional town of
Stain'd-by-the-Sea. The story is set in a world filled with quirky characters and bizarre
happenings, much like the universe of his previous works. In this narrative, Snicket is not a
passive observer; instead, he is an active participant in the unfolding drama.

The book begins with Snicket's arrival in Stain'd-by-the-Sea, where he is accompanied by
his mentor, the enigmatic S. Theodora Markson, who is a detective. Their investigation
leads them to a series of peculiar events, including the appearance of a mysterious figure
and a stolen item that holds greater significance than it initially appears.

Key Themes

The themes explored in Who Could That Be at This Hour? are rich and varied, reflecting
Snicket's characteristic blend of humor and melancholy.

1. Curiosity and Investigation
- The central theme of the book revolves around curiosity. Snicket’s inquisitive nature
drives the plot as he attempts to unravel the mystery. This theme encourages readers to
value inquiry and the pursuit of knowledge.

2. The Absurdity of Life
- Snicket often highlights the absurdity of everyday situations. The eccentricities of Stain'd-
by-the-Sea and its inhabitants serve as a backdrop for exploring how bizarre life can be,
particularly through the lens of a child.

3. Trust and Betrayal
- Throughout the story, Snicket grapples with issues of trust, particularly in his relationship
with S. Theodora Markson. The narrative questions the reliability of adults and authority
figures, a recurring theme in Snicket’s works.

4. Identity and Growth



- As a young detective, Snicket is on a journey of self-discovery. His experiences in Stain'd-
by-the-Sea challenge him to confront his fears and insecurities, contributing to his growth
as an individual.

Character Analysis

Who Could That Be at This Hour? introduces a cast of memorable characters, each
contributing to the whimsical yet dark atmosphere of the story.

Lemony Snicket (Daniel Handler)

The protagonist, Lemony Snicket, is portrayed as a young version of the character readers
already know from "A Series of Unfortunate Events." His character is marked by:

- Wit and Sarcasm: Snicket's narration is filled with clever remarks and a sense of irony that
adds depth to the story.
- Resourcefulness: He often finds creative solutions to the problems he faces, showcasing
his intelligence and adaptability.
- Complex Emotions: Despite the humorous tone, Snicket grapples with feelings of doubt
and insecurity, making him a relatable character.

S. Theodora Markson

S. Theodora Markson is Snicket's mentor and partner in investigation. Her character is
notable for:

- Ambiguity: Markson's motivations are often unclear, creating tension in her relationship
with Snicket.
- Confidence: She presents herself as a capable detective, but her actions raise questions
about her reliability.
- Influence: Her mentorship plays a crucial role in Snicket's development as a detective,
shaping his understanding of the world.

Supporting Characters

The supporting cast in Stain'd-by-the-Sea is equally intriguing. Some notable characters
include:

- The Mysterious Figure: This character adds an air of suspense to the narrative, prompting
Snicket to question everything he encounters.
- Local Inhabitants: The eccentric residents of Stain'd-by-the-Sea contribute to the book's
atmosphere. Their peculiar behaviors and idiosyncrasies enhance the absurdity of the plot.



Narrative Style

Handler employs a distinctive narrative style in Who Could That Be at This Hour? that sets it
apart from traditional children’s literature.

First-Person Perspective

The story is told from Snicket’s point of view, allowing readers to experience the mystery
through his eyes. This perspective creates an intimate connection between Snicket and the
audience, as they share in his thoughts, feelings, and observations.

Playful Language and Humor

Handler's use of playful language, puns, and wit engages readers of all ages. His ability to
balance humor with darker themes is one of the hallmarks of Snicket's writing. Some
examples include:

- Wordplay: Clever use of language that often leads to unexpected twists.
- Metafictional Elements: Snicket frequently breaks the fourth wall, addressing readers
directly and inviting them into his world.

Illustrations and Layout

The illustrations by Brett Helquist complement the text, enhancing the whimsical tone of
the book. The layout often features creative formatting, which keeps readers visually
engaged and adds to the overall experience.

Connection to the Larger Snicket Universe

Who Could That Be at This Hour? serves as a gateway into the broader narrative universe
created by Snicket. While it stands alone as an engaging mystery, it also connects to
themes and motifs found in "A Series of Unfortunate Events."

1. Recurring Motifs:
- The presence of secret societies, the importance of family, and the notion of "good"
versus "evil" are prevalent in both works.

2. Character Continuity:
- Readers familiar with Snicket's earlier works will recognize similarities in character
archetypes and narrative structure, creating a sense of continuity.

3. World-Building:



- The intricately crafted world of Stain'd-by-the-Sea mirrors the grim yet enchanting
settings of Snicket's other stories, showcasing his talent for world-building.

Conclusion

Lemony Snicket: Who Could That Be at This Hour? is a captivating introduction to a new
series that retains the charm and wit of its predecessor. Through its exploration of themes
like curiosity, trust, and identity, the book offers both humor and depth. With its memorable
characters and distinctive narrative style, it invites readers of all ages to dive into the
wonderfully absurd world of Lemony Snicket. This book not only enriches the Snicket
universe but also stands as a testament to Handler’s creativity and storytelling prowess. As
readers follow Snicket on his adventures, they are reminded that even in the face of
uncertainty, the journey of discovery is always worth undertaking.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Who Could That Be at This
Hour?'?
'Who Could That Be at This Hour?' follows the character of Lemony Snicket, a young
detective, as he investigates a mysterious theft in the town of Stain'd-by-the-Sea,
intertwining humor and intrigue with a darkly whimsical narrative.

How does 'Who Could That Be at This Hour?' connect to
the Series of Unfortunate Events?
'Who Could That Be at This Hour?' is the first book in the All the Wrong Questions series,
which serves as a prequel to the Series of Unfortunate Events, providing background on
Lemony Snicket and his early experiences with mystery and misfortune.

What themes are explored in 'Who Could That Be at
This Hour?'?
The book explores themes of identity, the nature of truth, and the complexities of morality,
all while maintaining a playful and ironic tone characteristic of Snicket's storytelling.

Who are the main characters introduced in 'Who Could
That Be at This Hour?'?
The main characters include Lemony Snicket himself, his mentor S. Theodora Markson, and
the enigmatic figure known as 'the Incomplete Man,' as well as various quirky residents of
Stain'd-by-the-Sea.



What is the significance of the setting in 'Who Could
That Be at This Hour?'?
The setting of Stain'd-by-the-Sea plays a crucial role in establishing the tone of the story,
with its foggy atmosphere and peculiar inhabitants contributing to the overall sense of
mystery and adventure.

Is 'Who Could That Be at This Hour?' suitable for
younger readers?
Yes, 'Who Could That Be at This Hour?' is suitable for younger readers, featuring age-
appropriate themes and humor, although it also contains elements that can be appreciated
by older audiences, making it enjoyable for a wide range of readers.
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