
laying the foundation the great gatsby

laying the foundation the great gatsby involves understanding the critical elements that contribute to

the novel's enduring significance in American literature. This article explores the underlying themes,

historical context, character development, and narrative techniques that F. Scott Fitzgerald employed

to craft this masterpiece. By examining these foundational aspects, readers and scholars can gain

deeper insights into how the story’s structure and symbolism establish its place as a classic. The

discussion will also highlight the social and cultural backdrop of the 1920s, which shapes much of the

novel’s meaning and impact. This comprehensive analysis serves as a guide for anyone seeking to

appreciate the complexity and craft behind "The Great Gatsby." The following sections will break down

these components in detail.

Historical and Social Context of The Great Gatsby

Thematic Foundations in The Great Gatsby

Character Development and Symbolism

Narrative Structure and Literary Techniques

The Impact of Setting on the Story

Historical and Social Context of The Great Gatsby

Understanding the historical and social context is essential to laying the foundation the Great Gatsby’s

narrative. Published in 1925, the novel is set during the Roaring Twenties, a period marked by



economic prosperity, cultural upheaval, and significant social change in the United States. This era,

often referred to as the Jazz Age, saw the rise of new wealth, the loosening of social norms, and the

advent of Prohibition, which collectively influence the novel’s atmosphere and themes.

The Roaring Twenties and Economic Boom

The 1920s were characterized by rapid economic growth and a consumer culture fueled by stock

market speculation and industrial innovation. This prosperity created a stark contrast between old

money and new money, a division that Fitzgerald explores deeply through his characters and settings.

The economic boom set the stage for the lavish parties, material excess, and social ambition depicted

in the novel.

Prohibition and Its Cultural Impact

Prohibition, which banned the sale of alcohol from 1920 to 1933, is a crucial backdrop for the novel. It

gave rise to speakeasies and bootlegging, activities closely connected to the novel’s portrayal of

Gatsby’s mysterious wealth. The illegal nature of alcohol consumption during this time adds layers of

moral ambiguity and social tension that enrich the story’s dynamics.

Changing Social Norms and Gender Roles

The Jazz Age also witnessed a shift in social attitudes, particularly regarding gender roles and class

mobility. The emergence of the flapper culture, with its emphasis on female independence and

rebellion against traditional norms, is reflected in characters like Jordan Baker. These changes shape

the novel’s exploration of identity and societal expectations.



Thematic Foundations in The Great Gatsby

The themes explored in The Great Gatsby form the cornerstone of its literary significance. Laying the

foundation the Great Gatsby involves dissecting these themes to understand how they contribute to

the novel’s commentary on American society and human nature.

The American Dream and Its Discontents

One of the novel’s central themes is the critique of the American Dream. Gatsby’s rise from humble

origins to immense wealth symbolizes the dream’s allure, yet his inability to attain true happiness or

social acceptance reveals its limitations and illusions. Fitzgerald portrays the American Dream as both

inspiring and ultimately unattainable, highlighting the moral decay beneath the glittering surface.

Class and Social Stratification

The Great Gatsby scrutinizes the rigid class distinctions that permeate American society. The contrast

between East Egg (old money) and West Egg (new money) exemplifies this divide. The novel

suggests that wealth alone cannot erase social barriers, and attempts to transcend class often lead to

tragedy or disillusionment.

Love, Desire, and Idealism

Romantic idealism and the pursuit of love motivate many characters, especially Gatsby’s devotion to

Daisy Buchanan. His fixation on an idealized past and unattainable future dreams reflects the broader

theme of illusion versus reality. The novel questions whether true love can survive the pressures of

social ambition and personal flaws.



The Corruption of Morality

Fitzgerald weaves a theme of moral decay throughout the narrative. The characters’ indulgence in

excess, dishonesty, and carelessness illustrates the ethical erosion accompanying materialism and

social competition. This moral corruption ultimately leads to the novel’s tragic outcomes.

Character Development and Symbolism

Critical to laying the foundation the Great Gatsby is the analysis of its characters and the rich

symbolism Fitzgerald employs. Each character embodies various facets of the novel’s themes, while

symbolic elements deepen the narrative’s meaning.

Jay Gatsby: The Enigmatic Protagonist

Jay Gatsby represents ambition, mystery, and the complexities of the American Dream. His

transformation from James Gatz to Gatsby, and his relentless pursuit of wealth and status, reflect the

novel’s exploration of identity construction and desire. Gatsby’s idealism and tragic flaw lie in his

unwavering belief in recapturing the past.

Daisy Buchanan and the Symbol of Desire

Daisy embodies beauty, charm, and the elusive nature of happiness. She symbolizes the object of

Gatsby’s dreams and the broader allure of wealth and social status. Daisy’s character also highlights

themes of superficiality and moral ambiguity.



Other Key Characters

Nick Carraway: The novel’s narrator, who provides a critical and reflective perspective on the

events and characters.

Tom Buchanan: Represents old money arrogance, entitlement, and racial and social prejudices.

Jordan Baker: A professional golfer who personifies the modern woman of the 1920s and

challenges traditional gender roles.

Symbolism in The Great Gatsby

Fitzgerald’s use of symbolism is integral to laying the foundation the Great Gatsby’s layered meanings.

Key symbols include:

The Green Light: Represents Gatsby’s hopes and the elusive American Dream.

The Valley of Ashes: Symbolizes moral and social decay beneath the surface wealth.

The Eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg: Often interpreted as a symbol of judgment or the loss of

spiritual values.



Narrative Structure and Literary Techniques

The narrative design and stylistic choices play a significant role in laying the foundation the Great

Gatsby’s literary power. Fitzgerald’s techniques enhance the story’s themes and emotional impact.

First-Person Narration and Perspective

The novel is narrated by Nick Carraway, whose perspective shapes the reader’s understanding of

events and characters. Nick’s role as both participant and observer adds complexity to the storytelling,

offering a mix of admiration and critical judgment.

Use of Symbolism and Imagery

Fitzgerald’s vivid imagery and symbolic motifs enrich the narrative texture. The recurrent use of colors,

light, and visual contrasts reinforces thematic concerns such as illusion versus reality and moral decay.

Foreshadowing and Flashbacks

The narrative employs foreshadowing and flashbacks to build suspense and deepen character

backstories. These techniques help reveal motivations and highlight the tragic inevitability of certain

outcomes.

Language and Style



Fitzgerald’s lyrical prose and carefully crafted dialogue contribute to the novel’s timeless appeal. The

sophisticated yet accessible language supports the themes of grandeur, desire, and loss present

throughout the text.

The Impact of Setting on the Story

The settings in The Great Gatsby are not merely backdrops but active elements that enhance the

novel’s themes and character dynamics. Laying the foundation the Great Gatsby includes an

examination of these distinct locations and their symbolic significance.

East Egg and West Egg

These fictional communities represent the social divide between established aristocracy (East Egg)

and newly wealthy individuals (West Egg). The differences in values, behavior, and social acceptance

between these areas underscore the novel’s critique of class distinctions.

The Valley of Ashes

Located between West Egg and New York City, the Valley of Ashes symbolizes the moral and social

decay resulting from industrialization and reckless wealth. It serves as a stark contrast to the opulence

of the Eggs and highlights the novel’s darker undercurrents.

New York City as a Symbol of Modernity

The bustling urban environment of New York City represents opportunity, excess, and moral ambiguity.



Characters often retreat to the city to escape their social constraints, but it also exposes them to

corruption and danger.

The Role of Geography in the Narrative

The physical distances and boundaries between these settings emphasize characters’ social

aspirations and separations. The geography of the novel reinforces themes of isolation, desire, and the

elusive nature of fulfillment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'laying the foundation' refer to in the context of The Great

Gatsby?

In The Great Gatsby, 'laying the foundation' refers to establishing the background elements such as

setting, character motivations, and social context that set the stage for the novel's unfolding drama.

How does F. Scott Fitzgerald lay the foundation for the themes in The

Great Gatsby?

Fitzgerald lays the foundation for key themes like the American Dream, social stratification, and moral

decay through his depiction of the 1920s Jazz Age, characters' desires, and the contrast between East

Egg and West Egg.

Why is the setting important in laying the foundation of The Great

Gatsby?

The setting—1920s Long Island and New York City—provides the social and economic backdrop



essential for understanding the characters' ambitions, lifestyles, and the era's cultural dynamics, which

are crucial to the novel's themes.

How are the characters introduced to lay the foundation for the story

in The Great Gatsby?

Characters like Nick Carraway, Jay Gatsby, Daisy Buchanan, and Tom Buchanan are introduced with

distinct traits and backgrounds that establish their roles, conflicts, and relationships, forming the

foundation for the novel’s plot.

What role does the narrative perspective play in laying the foundation

of The Great Gatsby?

Nick Carraway's first-person narration offers a subjective and reflective viewpoint that shapes the

reader's understanding of events and characters, thereby laying the foundation for the novel's tone and

reliability.

Additional Resources

1. The Jazz Age and American Culture

This book explores the cultural and social dynamics of the 1920s, the era in which The Great Gatsby

is set. It delves into the Jazz Age’s influence on literature, music, fashion, and societal norms,

providing critical context for understanding the novel’s themes. Readers gain insight into the

exuberance and excess that defined the decade.

2. The American Dream: A Cultural History

This title examines the evolving concept of the American Dream throughout U.S. history, with a focus

on the early 20th century. It highlights how the dream’s promises and contradictions are reflected in

literature, including the disillusionment portrayed in The Great Gatsby. The book offers a foundational

understanding of the social aspirations and failures central to the novel.



3. F. Scott Fitzgerald: A Life in Letters

Through a collection of Fitzgerald’s personal correspondence, this book provides intimate insights into

the author’s life, creative process, and the influences behind The Great Gatsby. It sheds light on his

relationships, struggles, and the cultural milieu that shaped his writing. Readers can better appreciate

the novel’s emotional depth and historical background.

4. Wealth and Class in the Roaring Twenties

This book analyzes the economic boom and class divisions of the 1920s, highlighting the disparities

between old money and new money—an important theme in The Great Gatsby. It discusses how

wealth affected social status, identity, and behavior during the period. The text offers essential

background on the novel’s social setting.

5. Prohibition and Its Impact on Society

Focusing on the Prohibition era, this book details how the ban on alcohol shaped American life in the

1920s, including the rise of speakeasies and organized crime. It explains the social tensions and

cultural shifts that form part of the backdrop to The Great Gatsby’s narrative. Understanding

Prohibition helps illuminate the novel’s atmosphere of rebellion and decadence.

6. Modernism and the American Novel

This work explores the modernist literary movement and its manifestation in American novels of the

early 20th century. It situates The Great Gatsby within the modernist tradition, discussing themes like

fragmentation, alienation, and the search for meaning. The book provides critical tools for analyzing

the novel’s style and narrative structure.

7. The Lost Generation: Writers and the Postwar Era

This title covers the group of American writers who came of age during and after World War I,

including Fitzgerald, Hemingway, and others. It examines their shared themes of disillusionment and

the critique of traditional values, which heavily influenced The Great Gatsby. Readers gain perspective

on the novel’s literary and historical context.

8. New York City in the 1920s: A Social History



This book paints a vivid picture of New York City during the decade, a central setting for The Great

Gatsby. It explores urban development, nightlife, immigration, and the cultural melting pot that defined

the city. The detailed social history enriches understanding of the novel’s environment and characters.

9. The Role of Women in Early 20th Century America

Examining gender roles and expectations in the 1920s, this book sheds light on the experiences of

women during the time of The Great Gatsby. It discusses flappers, changing social mores, and the

tension between tradition and modernity. This background helps readers interpret the female

characters and gender dynamics in the novel.
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