LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR

LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR OFFERS STUDENTS A MULTIDISCIPLINARY EXPLORATION OF THE HISTORY, CULTURE, POLITICS,
AND SOCIETIES OF LATIN AMERICA. THIS ACADEMIC MINOR PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF THE REGION’S
DIVERSE COUNTRIES, INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS, LANGUAGES, AND CONTEMPORARY ISSUES. BY sTUDYING LATIN AMERICAN
LITERATURE, ECONOMICS, SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, STUDENTS GAIN CRITICAL INSIGHTS INTO ONE
OF THE MOST DYNAMIC AND COMPLEX AREAS OF THE WORLD. A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR COMPLEMENTS VARIOUS
MAJORS SUCH AS POLITICAL SCIENCE, HISTORY, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, ENHANCING CAREER
PROSPECTS IN DIPLOMACY, EDUCATION, SOCIAL SERVICES, AND GLOBAL BUSINESS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE STRUCTURE,
BENEFITS, COURSE OFFERINGS, AND CAREER OPPORTUNITIES ASSOCIATED WITH A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR. IT ALSO
HIGHLIGHTS THE SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE STUDENTS ACQUIRE THROUGH THIS INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM, PREPARING THEM FOR
A GLOBALIZED \WORKFORCE.

o OVERVIEW OF THE LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR

Core CURRICULUM AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS

o BENEFITS OF PURSUING A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES WITH A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR

SkiLLS DeVELOPED THROUGH THE PROGRAM

e CHOOSING THE RIGHT PROGRAM AND RESOURCES

OVERVIEW OF THE LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR

THE LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A BROAD YET DETAILED UNDERSTANDING OF LATIN AMERICA’S
CULTURAL, HISTORICAL, AND POLITICAL LANDSCAPES. THIS ACADEMIC CONCENTRATION TYPICALLY INVOLVES COURSES DRAWN
FROM MULTIPLE DISCIPLINES, INCLUDING HISTORY, POLITICAL SCIENCE, SOCIOLOGY, LITERATURE, AND ECONOMICS. THE MINOR
FOCUSES ON COUNTRIES IN CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA/ AS WELL AS THE CARIBBEAN/ OFFERING STUDENTS A WIDE LENS
THROUGH WHICH TO ANALYZE REGIONAL ISSUES SUCH AS COLONIALISM, MIGRATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND SOCIAL
JUSTICE. MANY PROGRAMS ENCOURAGE LANGUAGE ACQUISITION, PARTICULARLY SPANISH OR PORTUGUESE, TO DEEPEN
CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT AND RESEARCH CAPABILITIES.

INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH

THIS MINOR EMPHASIZES AN INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO STUDY LATIN AMERICA THROUGH VARIOUS
ACADEMIC PERSPECTIVES. BY INTEGRATING SOCIAL SCIENCES WITH HUMANITIES, THE PROGRAM FOSTERS A HOLISTIC
UNDERSTANDING OF THE REGION’S COMPLEXITIES. THIS APPROACH IS ESSENTIAL FOR ANALYZING CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES
AND HISTORICAL CONTEXTS IN LATIN AMERICA.

LANGUAGE COMPONENT

PROFICIENCY IN SPANISH OR PORTUGUESE IS OFTEN A KEY COMPONENT OF THE LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR. L ANGUAGE
SKILLS ENHANCE STUDENTS” ABILITY TO ENGAGE WITH PRIMARY TEXTS, CONDUCT FIELD RESEARCH, AND COMMUNICATE
EFFECTIVELY IN PROFESSIONAL SETTINGS RELATED TO LATIN AMERICA.

Core CUrrRICULUM AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS

THE CURRICULUM FOR A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR TYPICALLY REQUIRES BETWEEN 15 To 2 1 CREDIT HOURS OF
COURSEWORK. THESE CREDITS ENCOMPASS FOUNDATIONAL COURSES, ELECTIVES, AND SOMETIMES LANGUAGE STUDY. THE
SPECIFIC COURSES MAY VARY BY INSTITUTION BUT GENERALLY COVER KEY THEMATIC AREAS SUCH AS COLONIAL HISTORY,



INDIGENOUS CULTURES, POLITICAL SYSTEMS, AND CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES.

FounpATIONAL COURSES

STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE FOUNDATIONAL COURSES THAT INTRODUCE THE HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT OF LATIN
AMERICA. THESE COURSES OFTEN INCLUDE:

® |[NTRODUCTION TO LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY
o LATIN AMERICAN POLITICS AND SOCIETY

e CULTURES AND CIVILIZATIONS OF LATIN AMERICA

ELecTive CoOURrSES

ELECTIVES ALLOW STUDENTS TO SPECIALIZE IN AREAS OF INTEREST WITHIN LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES. COMMON ELECTIVES
INCLUDE!:

o LATIN AMERICAN LITERATURE AND FILM
o MIGRATION AND DIASPORA STUDIES
o ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN LATIN AMERICA

o EcoNoMIC DEVELOPMENT AND INEQUALITY

L ANGUAGE AND RESEARCH

MANY PROGRAMS REQUIRE OR STRONGLY RECOMMEND INTERMEDIATE TO ADVANCED LANGUAGE COURSES IN SPANISH OR
PORTUGUESE. SOME MINORS ALSO OFFER OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESEARCH PROJECTS OR STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS TO ENHANCE
PRACTICAL LEARNING EXPERIENCES.

BENEFITS OF PURSUING A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR

CHOOSING A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR OFFERS NUMEROUS ACADEMIC, PERSONAL, AND PROFESSIONAL BENEFITS. IT EQUIPS
STUDENTS WITH A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF A CULTURALLY RICH AND GEOPOLITICALLY SIGNIFICANT REGION. THIS
KNOWLEDGE IS INVALUABLE IN A GLOBALIZED WORLD WHERE LATIN AMERICA PLAYS A KEY ROLE IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE,
MIGRATION, AND DIPLOMACY.

ENHANCED CULTURAL COMPETENCY

STUDENTS GAIN CULTURAL AWARENESS AND SENSITIVITY THROUGH EXPOSURE TO DIVERSE LATIN AMERICAN TRADITIONS,
VALUES, AND SOCIAL DYNAMICS. THIS COMPETENCY IS CRITICAL IN FIELDS SUCH AS EDUCATION, HEALTHCARE, AND SOCIAL
¥/ ORK.

BROADENED ACADEMIC PERSPECTIVE

THE INTERDISCIPLINARY NATURE OF THE MINOR BROADENS STUDENTS’ ANALYTICAL SKILLS AND ACADEMIC PERSPECTIVES,
ENCOURAGING CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT GLOBAL ISSUES AND HISTORICAL PROCESSES.



CoMPETITIVE EDGE IN THE JOB MARKET

EMPLOYERS VALUE CANDIDATES WHO UNDERSTAND LATIN AMERICAN MARKETS, POLITICS, AND CULTURES. THE MINOR CAN
DISTINGUISH STUDENTS IN CAREERS RELATED TO INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS, NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, GOVERNMENT
SERVICE, AND JOURNALISM.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES WITH A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR

A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR OPENS DOORS TO DIVERSE CAREER PATHS THAT BENEFIT FROM REGIONAL EXPERTISE AND
MULTILINGUAL ABILITIES. GRADUATES OFTEN FIND OPPORTUNITIES IN SECTORS THAT ENGAGE WITH LATIN AMERICA ON
ECONOMIC, POLITICAL, OR CULTURAL LEVELS.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND DIPLOMACY

W/ ITH KNOWLEDGE OF LATIN AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEMS AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, STUDENTS CAN PURSUE CAREERS IN
DIPLOMACY, FOREIGN SERVICE, AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON THE REGION.

EDUCATION AND ACADEMIA

GRADUATES CAN WORK AS EDUCATORS, CURRICULUM DEVELOPERS, OR RESEARCHERS SPECIALIZING IN LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY,
LANGUAGE, OR CULTURE.

BusINESS AND TRADE

UNDERSTANDING LATIN AMERICAN MARKETS IS ADVANTAGEOUS FOR ROLES IN INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS, MARKETING, AND TRADE
ORGANIZATIONS THAT OPERATE OR PLAN TO EXPAND IN THE REGION.

NONPROFIT AND SOCIAL SERVICES

MANY NONPROFITS AND SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES REQUIRE PROFESSIONALS KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT LATIN AMERICAN ISSUES
SUCH AS IMMIGRATION, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.

SkiLLs DevELOPED THROUGH THE PROGRAM

THE LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR CULTIVATES A VARIETY OF TRANSFERABLE SKILLS THAT ENHANCE ACADEMIC AND
PROFESSIONAL SUCCESS. THESE SKILLS ARE DEVELOPED THROUGH COURSEWORK, LANGUAGE STUDY, AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES.

CRITICAL THINKING AND ANALYSIS

STUDENTS LEARN TO CRITICALLY EVALUATE HISTORICAL EVENTS, POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS, AND CULTURAL NARRATIVES
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF LATIN AMERICA.

ReseArRcH AND COMMUNICATION

THE PROGRAM HONES RESEARCH SKILLS THROUGH ENGAGEMENT WITH PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES IN ENGLISH AND
SPANISH OR PORTUGUESE. STUDENTS ALSO IMPROVE THEIR ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATION ABILITIES.

CULTURAL LITERACY AND LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

GAINING FLUENCY IN SPANISH OR PORTUGUESE ALONGSIDE CULTURAL LITERACY PREPARES STUDENTS FOR EFFECTIVE CROSS-
CULTURAL COMMUNICATION AND COLLABORATION.



PROBLEM SOLVING AND ADAPTABILITY

EXPOSURE TO COMPLEX REGIONAL ISSUES FOSTERS PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS AND ADAPTABILITY, QUALITIES HIGHLY VALUED IN
GLOBAL CAREERS.

CHooOSING THE RIGHT PROGRAM AND RESOURCES

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS SHOULD CAREFULLY EVALUATE LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR PROGRAMS TO FIND ONE THAT ALIGNS
WITH THEIR ACADEMIC INTERESTS AND CAREER GOALS. FACTORS TO CONSIDER INCLUDE COURSE OFFERINGS, LANGUAGE
INSTRUCTION QUALITY, FACULTY EXPERTISE, AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDY ABROAD OR INTERNSHIPS.

PROGRAM REPUTATION AND FACULTY

SELECTING A PROGRAM WITH EXPERIENCED FACULTY MEMBERS WHO SPECIALIZE IN LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES ENSURES ACCESS TO
HIGH-QUALITY INSTRUCTION AND MENTORSHIP.

STUDY ABROAD AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

PROGRAMS OFFERING STUDY ABROAD OPTIONS OR INTERNSHIPS IN LATIN AMERICA PROVIDE INVALUABLE REAL-\WORLD
EXPERIENCE AND CULTURAL IMMERSION.

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOURCES

UTILIZING UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES, ONLINE DATABASES, AND LATIN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTERS ENRICHES THE EDUCATIONAL
EXPERIENCE AND RESEARCH CAPABILITIES.

1. REVIEW PROGRAM CURRICULUM AND COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
2. ASSESS LANGUAGE STUDY REQUIREMENTS AND SUPPORT

3. EXPLORE FACULTY RESEARCH INTERESTS AND PUBLICATIONS
4. INVESTIGATE EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

5. CONSIDER CAREER SERVICES AND ALUMNI NETWORKS RELATED TO LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT COURSES ARE TYPICALLY INCLUDED IN A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR?

A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR USUALLY INCLUDES COURSES ON LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY, CULTURE, POLITICS,
ECONOMICS, LITERATURE, AND LANGUAGES SUCH AS SPANISH OR PORTUGUESE.

How cAN A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR BENEFIT MY CAREER?

A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR CAN ENHANCE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF LATIN AMERICAN CULTURES AND ISSUES, MAKING
YOU VALUABLE IN CAREERS SUCH AS INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, EDUCATION, BUSINESS, SOCIAL WORK, AND GOVERNMENT.

CAN | coMBINE A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR WITH OTHER MAJORS?

YES, THE LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR IS INTERDISCIPLINARY AND CAN COMPLEMENT MAJORS LIKE POLITICAL SCIENCE,



HisTorY, ANTHROPOLOGY, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, OR BUSINESS.

ARE THERE STUDY ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE LATIN AMERICAN
STUDIES MINOR?

MANY PROGRAMS ENCOURAGE OR REQUIRE STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCES IN LATIN AMERICA TO PROVIDE IMMERSIVE CULTURAL
AND LANGUAGE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES.

WHAT SKILLS WILL | DEVELOP BY PURSUING A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR?

YOU WILL DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING, CROSS-CULTURAL COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY, RESEARCH ABILITIES, AND
A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF LATIN AMERICAN SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC ISSUES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. Open VEINS OF LATIN AMERICA: FiIVE CENTURIES OF THE PILLAGE oF A CONTINENT

THIS SEMINAL WORK BY EDUARDO GALEANO EXPLORES THE HISTORICAL EXPLOITATION AND ECONOMIC DEPENDENCY OF LATIN
AMERICA FROM THE COLONIAL PERIOD TO THE MODERN ERA. GALEANO PRESENTS A VIVID NARRATIVE ON HOW NATURAL
RESOURCES AND LABOR HAVE BEEN SYSTEMATICALLY EXTRACTED BY FOREIGN POWERS. T HE BOOK IS ESSENTIAL FOR
UNDERSTANDING THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHALLENGES FACED BY LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES TODAY.

2. Born IN BLoop AND Fire: A CONCISE HISTORY OF LATIN AMERICA

JoHN CHARLES CHASTEEN OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE YET ACCESSIBLE OVERVIEW OF LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY FROM PRE-
COLUMBIAN TIMES TO CONTEMPORARY ISSUES. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS POLITICAL, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL TRANSFORMATIONS
WHILE EMPHASIZING THE REGION’S DIVERSITY. |T IS WIDELY USED IN LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES COURSES FOR ITS ENGAGING STYLE
AND CLEAR EXPLANATIONS.

3. THE LABYRINTH OF SOLITUDE

OcCTAVIO PAZ’S PROFOUND MEDITATION ON MEXICAN IDENTITY AND CULTURE DELVES INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF SOLITUDE,
TRADITION, AND MODERNITY IN LATIN AMERICA. THROUGH ESSAYS, PAZ EXAMINES THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL
UNDERPINNINGS OF LATIN AMERICAN SOCIETIES. THIS CLASSIC IS INVALUABLE FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN LITERATURE,
PHILOSOPHY, AND CULTURAL STUDIES WITHIN THE REGION.

4. L ATIN AMERICA: ITS PEOPLE AND THEIR HISTORY

W/RITTEN BY JAMES LOCKHART AND STUART B. SCHWARTZ, THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH EXAMINATION OF LATIN
AMERICA’S HISTORY THROUGH THE LENS OF ITS PEOPLES, INCLUDING INDIGENOUS GROUPS, COLONIZERS, AND IMMIGRANTS. THE
AUTHORS EXPLORE SOCIAL HIERARCHIES, CULTURAL INTERACTIONS, AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS THAT SHAPED THE REGION.
[T IS A DETAILED RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS SEEKING A NUANCED HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE.

5. HARVEST oF EMPIRE: A HisTORY OF LATINOS IN AMERICA

JuAN GoNz[P] LEZ TRACES THE HISTORICAL ROOTS OF LATINO IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES, LINKING IT TO U.S.
INTERVENTIONS AND ECONOMIC POLICIES IN LATIN AMERICA. THE BOOK COMBINES HISTORY, POLITICS, AND PERSONAL STORIES
TO HIGHLIGHT THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE U.S. IT IS A CRUCIAL READ FOR UNDERSTANDING LATINO
IDENTITY AND DIASPORA IN NORTH AMERICA.

6. SHINING AND OTHER PATHS: WAR AND SOCIETY IN PErU, 1980-T1995

STEVE J. STERN INVESTIGATES THE INTERNAL CONFLICT IN PERU INVOLVING THE MAOIST GUERRILLA GROUP SHINING PATH.
THROUGH SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ANALYSIS, THE BOOK REVEALS HOW THE VIOLENCE AFFECTED PERUVIAN SOCIETY AND
POLITICS. THIS WORK OFFERS INSIGHT INTO GUERRILLA MOVEMENTS, STATE RESPONSES, AND THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR
LATIN AMERICAN POLITICAL STRUGGLES.

7. WomMen AND SoCIAL MOVEMENTS IN LATIN AMERICA: POWER FROM BELOW

THIS ANTHOLOGY, EDITED BY KAREN KAMPWIRTH, SHOWCASES THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN SHAPING SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
MOVEMENTS ACROSS LATIN AMERICA. THROUGH CASE STUDIES AND ESSAYS, IT HIGHLIGHTS GRASSROOTS ACTIVISM AND
FEMINIST STRUGGLES FROM THE 19TH CENTURY TO THE PRESENT. THE BOOK IS KEY FOR UNDERSTANDING GENDER DYNAMICS AND
SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE REGION.



8. DruG War Mexico: PoLITICS, NEOLIBERALISM AND V/IOLENCE IN THE NEw NARCOECONOMY

PETER WATT AND ROBERTO ZEPEDA PROVIDE A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF MEXICO’S DRUG WAR, FOCUSING ON THE POLITICAL AND
ECONOMIC FACTORS THAT FUEL VIOLENCE. THE BOOK EXAMINES THE IMPACT OF NEOLIBERAL POLICIES AND CORRUPTION ON THE
DRUG TRADE AND SOCIETY. |T IS ESSENTIAL READING FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN CONTEMPORARY SECURITY AND POLICY ISSUES IN
LATIN AMERICA.

9. DecoLoniAL Voices: CHICANA AND CHICANO CULTURAL STUDIES IN THE 2 1ST CENTURY

EpiTeD BY ANGIE CHABRAM-DERNERSESIAN, THIS COLLECTION EXPLORES THE DECOLONIAL PERSPECTIVES IN CHICANA/O
CULTURAL STUDIES, LINKING LATINX IDENTITIES TO BROADER LATIN AMERICAN AND INDIGENOUS EXPERIENCES. T HE ESSAYS
CHALLENGE DOMINANT NARRATIVES AND PROMOTE ALTERNATIVE EPISTEMOLOGIES. THIS VOLUME IS VALUABLE FOR STUDENTS
INTERESTED IN CULTURAL THEORY, IDENTITY, AND POSTCOLONIAL STUDIES RELATED TO LATIN AMERICA.
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