
ladies of the red hat society

Ladies of the Red Hat Society have become a vibrant symbol of friendship, fun, and freedom for

women across the globe. Founded in 1998 by Sue Ellen Cooper in Fullerton, California, the society

has grown into an international community that encourages women to embrace their age, foster

connections, and celebrate life. The Red Hat Society (RHS) is not merely a social group; it represents

a movement that empowers women to break free from societal norms and expectations, particularly as

they age. With its distinctive attire—red hats and purple outfits—the society has carved a unique niche

in the realm of women’s organizations.

History and Origins of the Red Hat Society

The story of the Red Hat Society begins with a simple gift. Sue Ellen Cooper gave her friend a red hat

and a poem titled "Warning" by Jenny Joseph, which speaks to the joys of aging unapologetically.

Inspired by the poem’s message, Cooper decided to organize a gathering for women over the age of

50, encouraging them to wear red hats and purple clothing. The event was a resounding success and

quickly sparked interest from other women, leading to the establishment of the Red Hat Society.

The society officially launched in 1998, and its membership grew rapidly. By 2006, the RHS had

hundreds of thousands of members across the United States and in various countries worldwide. The

organization has continued to flourish, focusing on creating a supportive community where women can

share experiences, laughter, and a zest for life.

Core Values and Mission

At the heart of the Red Hat Society lies a set of core values and a mission that guides its activities:



Empowerment

The RHS aims to empower women to take charge of their lives, embrace their individuality, and face

the challenges of aging with confidence and grace.

Friendship

The society fosters meaningful connections among women, allowing them to build supportive

friendships that can last a lifetime.

Fun

A central tenet of the Red Hat Society is to promote fun and enjoyment in life. The society encourages

its members to engage in playful activities and celebrate their achievements.

Philanthropy

While the emphasis is on personal enjoyment, the RHS also encourages community involvement and

philanthropy, allowing members to give back to their communities in meaningful ways.

Membership and Participation

Joining the Red Hat Society is open to any woman who identifies with its mission and values. While

the society’s original focus was on women aged 50 and older, it has expanded to include younger

members who wish to participate in the fun and camaraderie.



Types of Membership

The RHS has different membership categories to accommodate women’s varying interests and

availability:

1. Queen Members: These are women aged 50 and above who are full members of the society. They

wear red hats and purple attire.

2. Jr. Members: Women aged 49 and younger can join as junior members, wearing lavender hats and

purple outfits, allowing them to participate in the fun while respecting the society's traditions.

3. Associate Members: Women who may not wish to participate in events but still want to be part of

the community can become associate members.

Local Chapters

The society is organized into local chapters, each with its own unique personality and activities.

Members can choose to join a chapter in their area or start a new one. Local chapters often host a

variety of events, including:

- Monthly Meetings: Regular gatherings where members can catch up, share experiences, and plan

future activities.

- Social Events: From luncheons and brunches to themed parties and outings, these events promote

socializing and enjoyment.

- Community Service Projects: Chapters often engage in philanthropic activities, supporting local

charities and causes.

Activities and Events

The Red Hat Society is known for its lively and engaging activities that promote fun and connection.



Here are some popular events that members often participate in:

Annual Gatherings and Conventions

The RHS holds annual gatherings and conventions that bring together members from around the

world. These events include workshops, keynote speakers, and entertainment, all designed to inspire

and uplift women.

Themed Parties

Local chapters frequently organize themed parties, encouraging members to dress up according to the

theme. From costume parties to holiday celebrations, these events foster creativity and excitement.

Travel Opportunities

Many chapters arrange trips to various destinations, allowing members to explore new places while

bonding with one another. Traveling together creates lasting memories and strengthens friendships.

Creative Workshops

Workshops focused on arts, crafts, and other creative pursuits are often part of chapter activities.

These workshops provide a platform for members to express their creativity and learn new skills.

The Cultural Impact of the Red Hat Society

The Red Hat Society has transcended its initial framework to become a cultural phenomenon. Its

influence can be seen in various aspects of society:



Changing Perceptions of Aging

The RHS has played a significant role in changing how society views aging. By encouraging women to

embrace their age with style and confidence, the society has helped combat ageism and promote

positive aging.

Empowerment Movement

The society is part of a broader movement that empowers women to take charge of their lives,

prioritize their well-being, and seek joy. The message of the RHS resonates with many women who

seek to redefine their identities as they age.

Inspiration for Creative Works

The Red Hat Society has inspired numerous books, articles, and even fashion lines. Its distinctive

imagery and message have led to a variety of creative expressions celebrating womanhood and

friendship.

Conclusion

The Ladies of the Red Hat Society have created a unique space for women to connect, celebrate, and

empower one another. Through its core values of friendship, fun, and philanthropy, the society

continues to thrive as a beacon of joy for women of all ages. The vibrant community not only fosters

personal growth and social connections but also challenges societal norms surrounding aging. As the

Red Hat Society continues to flourish, it serves as a reminder that life, no matter the age, is meant to

be celebrated. Whether through local chapter events or international gatherings, the ladies of the Red

Hat Society exemplify the spirit of joy, resilience, and connection that defines womanhood.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Red Hat Society and what does it represent?

The Red Hat Society is a global social organization for women, founded in 1998, that promotes

friendship, fun, and community among women, especially those aged 50 and older. Members often

wear red hats and purple outfits as a symbol of their spirited approach to life.

How can women join the Red Hat Society?

Women can join the Red Hat Society by visiting their official website, where they can find local

chapters, sign up for memberships, and participate in events. There are no formal requirements, just a

desire to have fun and connect with other women.

What activities do members of the Red Hat Society typically engage

in?

Members of the Red Hat Society participate in a variety of activities, including luncheons, travel,

community service, arts and crafts, and themed parties. These activities foster camaraderie and

provide opportunities for creative expression.

What is the significance of the red hat and purple outfit in the

society?

The red hat symbolizes the freedom and empowerment of women, while the purple outfit represents

the wisdom and experience that come with age. Together, they create a playful and vibrant identity for

members, encouraging them to embrace their individuality.

Are there any events or gatherings specifically for the Red Hat



Society?

Yes, the Red Hat Society hosts various events such as regional gatherings, national conventions, and

local chapter activities. These events provide members with opportunities to meet, socialize, and

celebrate their shared experiences.

How has the Red Hat Society adapted to modern social changes?

The Red Hat Society has adapted by embracing digital platforms for virtual gatherings and online

communities, allowing members to connect regardless of geographical barriers. They also focus on

inclusivity, welcoming women of all ages and backgrounds.
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