
l ron hubbard writers of the future
L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future is a prestigious contest that aims to discover and promote
new talent in the field of science fiction and fantasy writing. Established in 1983 by the late L. Ron
Hubbard, the founder of the Church of Scientology and a prolific author himself, this contest has
become a beacon for aspiring writers, providing them with a platform to showcase their creativity and
storytelling abilities. With a rich history and an impressive list of winners, the L. Ron Hubbard Writers
of the Future contest is an essential part of the science fiction and fantasy literary landscape.

Background of L. Ron Hubbard

L. Ron Hubbard was a multifaceted individual known for his contributions to literature, philosophy,
and the field of psychology. Born in 1911, Hubbard wrote extensively across various genres, but he
found his niche in science fiction and fantasy. His most notable works include "Dianetics: The Modern
Science of Mental Health," which laid the groundwork for his later establishment of Scientology.

Hubbard’s passion for storytelling led him to create the Writers of the Future contest as a means to
encourage new voices in the science fiction genre. He believed that talented writers often struggled
to get recognized, and this contest was designed to offer them the opportunity to shine.

The Contest Structure

The L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future contest is open to amateur writers from around the world. It
runs quarterly, allowing participants to submit their stories for consideration. Each quarter, the
competition is judged by a panel of established authors, editors, and other industry professionals.

Eligibility and Submission Guidelines

To participate in the contest, writers must adhere to specific eligibility criteria and submission
guidelines:

1. Eligibility:
- Open to amateur writers who have not professionally published a novel or novella.
- Writers must be over the age of 18.

2. Submission Guidelines:
- Stories must be original works of fiction in the science fiction or fantasy genre.
- Word count should be between 3,000 and 17,000 words.
- Only one entry per quarter is allowed from each participant.
- Submissions should be in standard manuscript format.



Judging Process

The contest employs a comprehensive judging process, which includes:

1. Initial Review: Submissions are screened for adherence to guidelines.
2. Panel Judging: A panel of judges, consisting of experienced authors and industry professionals,
evaluates the stories based on creativity, originality, and storytelling quality.
3. Final Selection: The top stories are chosen for each quarter, and winners are announced.

Awards and Recognition

Winners of the L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future contest receive several significant benefits,
including:

- Cash Prizes: Each quarterly winner is awarded a cash prize, which can vary.
- Publication: Winning stories are published in the annual anthology, "Writers of the Future," providing
exposure to a broader audience.
- Workshops: Winners are invited to attend a week-long workshop where they can learn from
established professionals in the field.

Impact on Emerging Writers

The L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future contest has a profound impact on emerging writers in
various ways:

Developing Writing Skills

Participants benefit from the experience of writing and submitting a polished manuscript. Many
writers use feedback from judges to refine their craft, leading to improved storytelling abilities. The
contest also encourages writers to take risks and explore new ideas, which is essential for artistic
growth.

Networking Opportunities

The contest creates a community of writers and industry professionals. Participants often connect
with fellow aspiring authors, established writers, and mentors, forming valuable relationships that can
lead to future collaborations and career opportunities.

Increased Visibility



Winning or placing in the contest provides significant visibility for emerging writers. Being published
in the "Writers of the Future" anthology can open doors to agents, publishers, and other opportunities
within the literary world.

Notable Winners

Over the years, the L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future contest has produced a remarkable roster of
winners who have gone on to achieve significant success in the literary world. Some notable winners
include:

- Brandon Sanderson: A celebrated author known for his epic fantasy series, including "Mistborn" and
"The Stormlight Archive."
- Nnedi Okorafor: An award-winning author whose works often blend African culture with science
fiction and fantasy elements.
- Cory Doctorow: A prominent author and activist known for his contributions to science fiction and his
advocacy for digital rights.

These authors exemplify the potential success that can stem from participating in the contest,
showcasing the importance of the L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future initiative.

Conclusion

The L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future contest stands as a testament to the importance of
nurturing new voices in the science fiction and fantasy genres. By providing a platform for aspiring
writers, the contest not only celebrates creativity and imagination but also fosters a supportive
community for those looking to break into the literary world. With its structured approach, significant
awards, and the potential for career advancement, the contest continues to inspire writers to pursue
their passion for storytelling.

As the landscape of science fiction and fantasy evolves, the L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future
contest remains a critical part of its foundation, ensuring that new talent is recognized and
celebrated. For aspiring authors, this contest represents not just a competition but a gateway to a
promising future in the literary arts. Whether you are an experienced writer or a newcomer to the
craft, participating in this contest could be the first step towards achieving your dreams in the world
of speculative fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is L. Ron Hubbard and what is his significance in science
fiction?
L. Ron Hubbard was an American author and the founder of the Church of Scientology. He is
significant in science fiction for his influential works, including the novel 'Battlefield Earth' and his role
in establishing the Writers of the Future contest, which aims to discover and promote new writers in



the genre.

What is the Writers of the Future contest?
The Writers of the Future contest is an annual competition established by L. Ron Hubbard in 1983. It is
designed to provide aspiring writers with a platform to showcase their talent in science fiction and
fantasy, offering cash prizes and publication opportunities.

How does the Writers of the Future contest support new
writers?
The contest supports new writers by providing a structured platform for submission, with significant
cash prizes for winners, mentorship from established authors, and the opportunity for winners to be
published in the annual anthology, 'Writers of the Future.'

What are the eligibility requirements for entering the Writers
of the Future contest?
The contest is open to new and amateur writers who have not previously published a novel or more
than a certain number of short stories. There are no entry fees, making it accessible to many aspiring
authors.

Who are some notable winners of the Writers of the Future
contest?
Notable winners include authors such as Brandon Sanderson, Nnedi Okorafor, and Sean Williams,
many of whom have gone on to achieve significant success in the science fiction and fantasy genres.

What impact has the Writers of the Future contest had on the
science fiction community?
The contest has had a considerable impact by discovering and promoting new talent, leading to the
publication of many successful authors. It has also fostered a sense of community among writers and
readers in the science fiction and fantasy genres.

How can aspiring writers participate in the Writers of the
Future contest?
Aspiring writers can participate by submitting their original short stories or illustrations according to
the contest guidelines, which can be found on the official Writers of the Future website. Submissions
are accepted quarterly.
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